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INTRODUCTION

Research Background

The Social Inclusion Group of Galway City Development Board has identified the development of a Research Catalogue of all local research and statistics on social inclusion or exclusion been undertaken in the City since 2000.

It considers that such a Catalogue would be a valuable resource for all agencies engaged in social inclusion work, would assist in identifying gaps in research, and would facilitate effective use of research funds by minimising the risk of duplication.

 Social inclusion

“Social Inclusion actively counters cumulative marginalisation from production (unemployment), from consumption (poverty), from social networks (community, family and neighbours), from decision-making and from an adequate quality of life. Adopting a partnership approach, the Galway City Development Board sees social inclusion measures targeting resources, promoting equality and encouraging involvement in planning and decision-making for marginalised individuals and groups.”

There is no one measure that will give a perfect picture of the situation of deprivation, poverty and social inclusion. This is particularly true for a City like Galway that has experienced rapid economic growth over the last number of years. The City Development Board have identified 23 marginalised groups in the Strategy for Economic/Social/Cultural/ Gaillimh Beo agus Bríomhar published in 2002. Target Groups in Galway City include the following:

Asylum Seekers/Refugees, Children at Risk, Disadvantaged Women, Ex-Prisoners, Lone Parents, Disadvantaged Men, Minority Groups, Older People, People with Disabilities, Early School Leavers, Pupils in Schools with Poor Retention Rates, Substance Misusers, The Homeless and Those in Housing Need, The Under Employed/Low Paid Workers, the Unemployed, Travellers, Youth at Risk, Geographic Areas of Disadvantage, Adults with Literacy Problems, Vulnerable Families and Individuals, Migrants, People suffering addictions other than substance misuse. 

Aims and Objectives

Overall Aim:

· To compile a Research Catalogue in the form of an electronic database and also hardcopy, which would be available to all local organisations, and would be updated periodically.

Objectives

· Establish a Working Group (Mr Joe O’Neill, Ms Bríd Dooley, Ms Elaine Harvey and Cllr Colette Connolly) to produce a Research Catalogue.

· Seek Research from all CDB member Agencies and Community Development Projects

· Analyse and Categorise Research

· Establish a Local Research Section in the Community & Enterprise Library

· Arrange for Publication of the Multi-Agency Research Catalogue.

· Publish and Distribute Galway City Social Inclusion Research Catalogue.
Methodology

The research methodology for the development of the Research Catalogue comprised of the following:

· A letter being sent to each member of the Galway City Development Board, Social Inclusion Group Members and the Community Development Projects.
· Follow-up emails and telephone calls
Data Sources

For the Development of the Research Catalogue data was sourced via the following organisations:

· Ballybane/Mervue Community Development Project

· Department of Education & Science

· Department of Social & Family Affairs

· Galway City Childcare Committee

· Galway City Council

· Galway City Partnership

· Galway Peoples’ Resource Centre, 

· Galway Refugee Support Group

· Health Services Executive Western Area

· NUI Galway.

SOCIAL INCLUSION RESEARCH TITLE
EDUCATION

· “Spatial Aspects of Post-Primary School choice in Galway City” 
· ( NUI Galway)

· “Real lives, Real Choices’ Education Support Needs of Young Mothers”04 (Galway City Partnership)

· “Overview of Community Education in Galway City ‘05” (GCP)
· “Total number of boys and girls in each Second-level School in Galway City” (Department of Education & Science)
· “Summary of main Educational Initiatives in the Galway Area” (Department of Education & Science)
EMPLOYMENT

· “Breaking Through the Barriers” (Galway Peoples Resource Centre – looking at dual-needs of long-term unemployed and employers in Galway City)

· Handbook explaining equality legislation (GPRC- due to be launched before 2006)
· Currently researching Jobs Initiative Programme (JIP) (GPRC - due to be produced in early 2006)
· “Viability of Utilising the Public Sector contracts for Social Economy Groups in Galway ‘02” (GCP)
MEMBERS OF THE TRAVELLER COMMUNITY

· “Evaluation of 2 year of the Peer-Led Primary Health Care for Travellers Training Programme” (Health Services Executive))

· “Health Needs of Travellers” (HSE)

· “Survey on Travellers in Education” (due in March 06 – Dept. of Education & Science)

· “Traveller Accommodation Plan” (Claire Brogan -  Galway City Council)

· “Evaluation of the Traveller Friendly Services Training Programme of the Western Health Board. (HSE)

HOUSING

· “A Participatory Action Research project entitled HEART (Homeless Empowerment Action Research Team) is currently underway and is due to be launched in March 2006.(HSE)
· There are plans to carry out research next year in Galway to inform discharge planning for homeless people. (HSE))
· “Qualitative study of Homelessness & Social Support” (HSE)
· “Housing Needs Assessment 3yrly Study” (Claire Brogan - GCC)
· “Review of Homeless Services in Galway” (Homeless Forum – Mary Higgins Report)
· “Services Users Needs” (outside affiliated homeless group)
· “Housing Statistics” (GCC).

HEALTH

· “Health Status & Health Promotions Needs of Homeless People in the West” (HSE)
· “Monitoring Equity in Health” (NUI Galway)
· “A Report on Customer Satisfaction with: Health Links, Levels of Consultation and Overall Health Services. (HSE)
· “Evaluation of Health Promotion Community Education Courses. (HSE)
· “Promoting Mental Health in the West” (HSE)
· “Supporting Health Promotion in Schools, A Survey of Schools in the Western Health Board” (HSE)
· “Working Horizontally in a Vertical World” (HSE)
· “Promoting Health in the west” (HSE)

DISABILITIES

· Historical piece on Disability in Ireland (Jack Callanan)
· “Daily Mobility Patterns of People with Disabilities: The Lived Experience of People in Galway City & Co.’03” (GCP)
· “A Health Profile of Galway City” (HSE – due to be available in 2006

COMMUNITY LIFE

·  “Investigating Quality of Life in Galway City” (GCP)
·  Doughiska – A Needs Analysis finalised in the New Year & Community    Profile” (Imelda Gormally - Mervue CDP)
· Galway City Atlas 2004 (Galway City Development Board)
YOUTH

· “Youth Provision in Galway City ‘05” (GCP)
ANTI-RACISM

· “Galway City Anti-Racism Strategy – A Legal basis; the document for strategy and the strategy itself 05” (GCP)
OLDER PEOPLE

· “Cope services for Older People – Present V’s Actual Needs” (GCP)
ASYLUM SEEKERS

· Research on “Asylum Seekers” (Galway Refugee Support Group – Triona Nic Chiolle)
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