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DRAFT

1. Definitions

 In these byelaws:

 “Parks” refers to the parks provided and maintained by Galway City Council, and identified in the First Schedule to these byelaws.

 “Recreational open space” mean all recreational land and water, including buildings,beaches, woodlands, parks and public opens space, either controlled or in the charge of Galway City Council.

“The Council” means Galway City Council, the Council of the County Borough of Galway.

“Employee of the Council” shall include any person employed by Galway City Council, and any other person duly authorised by the Council to administer and enforce these byelaws, and, for the purpose of these byelaws, shall include a member of the Garda Siochana.

“ Motorised Vehicle” means any mechanically propelled vehicle, but not including a motorised wheelchair, a caravan or mobile home.

“Animals” means all animals except guide dogs for the visually-impaired.

“ Commercial activity” means activity for profit or gain, and includes trading activity.

“ Area Designated” and “designated area” means an area designated by the members of Galway City Council for the purpose specified in the relevant byelaw.

2. Opening and closing 

[a] The parks shall be open on such days and during such hours as may be fixed by the Council from time to time.

[b] The Council may vary the opening and closing hours and days for the parks, or any part thereof, as circumstances require.

[c] A person shall not enter or exit the parks otherwise than through the gateways or other openings provided for that purpose.

[d] A person other than an employee of the Council shall not enter or remain in any part of the parks outside of the opening hours, without the approval of the Council. 

3.Traffic 

[a] Subject to byelaw 3 [b], no person other than employees of the Council, and other persons so authorised by the Council, shall bring in, drive or allow themselves to be driven in, any motorised vehicle into or in  the parks, or on any recreational open space other than areas designated as car-parking areas, without the permission in writing of the Council.

[b] The Council may designate areas of recreational open space into which persons may bring such motorised vehicles as may be specified.

[c] No person shall bring a caravan or mobile home onto recreational open space, save with the written permission of the Council, and in accordance with the terms and conditions of such permission.

 [d] No person shall use a caravan or mobile home on recreational open space, save with the written permission of the Council, and in accordance with the terms and conditions of such permission.

[e] No person shall cycle or use any skateboard, roller-skates, roller blades or other non-motorised vehicle[other than a wheelchair] on recreational open space except on such routes and in such places as may be designated by the Council for this purpose, from time to time.

4. Animals.

[a] Subject to byelaws 4 [b] and 4[c], no person shall bring any animal onto any recreational open space, or allow any animal to remain on such space, save with the written permission of the Council.

[b] The Council may designate area of recreational open space, including areas within the parks, in which persons may bring such animals as are specified by the Council. In such designated areas, a person shall comply with any and all conditions relating to such animals as are specified by the Council.

[c] The Council may designate times during which persons may bring such animals as are specified by the Council onto recreational open space. During such designated times, a person shall comply with any and all conditions relating to such animals as are specified by the Council.

[d] No person shall take into or allow to remain on recreational open space any dog unless it is on a leash. 

[e] Every person bringing an animal onto recreational open space shall be deemed to be responsible for its conduct and shall be liable for any damage or injury which may be caused by it.

[f] Notwithstanding any provision of these byelaws, any person in charge of an animal on recreational open space shall remove it from such space if directed to do so by an employee of the Council.

5. General provisions relating to use of recreational open space.

[a] The Council may restrict certain activities on recreational open space to such times, and such areas as may be designated.

[b] No person, other than an employee of the Council, shall:

· walk upon any flower bed or through any shrubbery, enclosed plantation or other enclosed land on recreational open space;

· destroy or injure any tree, shrub, or plant growing on such space, or pluck, cut or remove any flower or any blossom or any fruit or any tree, shrub or plant growing therein;                           

· climb any tree or shrub in the parks or climb any fence,railing or wall in or bounding such space;

· injure, disfigure,write graffiti on or mark any seat, chair, sculpture, play equipment, sports equipment or fixtures,toilets, notice boards or structures on such space;

· interfere with or use any lifesaving equipment on such space,except in an emergency;

· take from such space or destroy or injure or otherwise interfere with any bird, birds nest or birds eggs in the parks or ill-treat,worry or disturb any animal or wildlife on such space;

· throw any object in such space to damage property or endanger any other person who is legitimately using or enjoying such space;

· molest or threaten any person using or enjoying the recreational open space;

· take or remove any soil, sand, gravel, stone, timber or other material from recreational open space, save with the written permission of the Council;

· excavate, dig or otherwise interfere with any road, footpath or other area of recreational open space, without the written permission of the Council ,and in accordance with the terms and conditions of such permission;

· erect or place any notices, or structures, including  tents, camps and temporary structures, on recreational open space, without the written permission of the Council;

· erect any advertisements on recreational open space, without the permission in writing of the Council, and in accordance with the terms and conditions of such permission;

· Dump or dispose of any bottle, glass, tin,container, litter or other material on recreational open space, except in receptacles or designated areas provided for that purpose;

· Bring onto recreational open space any firearm, airgun,catapult, or any other weapon, save with the written permission of the Council for an approved competition or for practice for an approved competition and subject to the terms and conditions of such permission;

· Operate on recreational open space any kite, model aeroplane,any other object designed for controlled flight, any model sailing vessel, or any model mechanically propelled vehicle, except in areas designated for such objects by the Council, and in accordance with the terms and conditions of such designation;

· Swim, or fish, in any area of recreational open space, except in areas which may be designated for such use by the Council, and in accordance with the terms and conditions of such designation;

· Bring a boat or other water craft onto recreational open space, or engage in boating in such space, except in areas which may be designated for such use by the Council, and in accordance with the terms and conditions of such designation;

· make any bonfire, fire or barbecue or light any firework on recreational open space,except in areas designated for such use by the Council.

· Hold or address a public meeting or religious service on recreational open space except with the written permission of the Council;

· Resist, obstruct or interfere with any employee of the Council or other person in the exercise of his duty, or disobey his/her lawful instructions;

· Consume intoxicating liquor on recreational open space, save with the permission in writing of the Council;

 [c] Any Employee of the Council may remove and confiscate any structure, notice, object or material erected or placed on recreational open space in contravention of these byelaws.

[d] Any person using, or attempting to use recreational open space shall comply with any lawful direction in relation to such use issued by an employee of the Council.

6.Activities subject to regulation.

Commercial activity

[a] Subject to byelaw 6[b],No person shall engage in commercial activity on recreational open space.

[b] The Council may designate areas of recreational open space in which specified commercial activities may be permitted, subject to such terms and conditions as may be specified by the Council, and subject to the provisions of statute law.

[c] No person, organisation or club shall  levy any charge for the participation in or viewing of any game,sport, performance or exhibition,save with the permission in writing of the Council, and in accordance with the terms and conditions of such permission.

[d] Without prejudice to the generality of this byelaw, no person shall place any chair,seat,bicycle or other equipment for hire on recreational open space.

Musical or artistic performances

[e] No person shall organise, conduct  or participate in any musical performance (whether vocal or instrumental),concert,dance, circus act, parade or other artistic performance or like entertainment on recreational open space except with the permission in writing of the Council and in accordance with the terms and conditions of such permission.

[f] The Council may designate areas of recreational open space as suitable for musical,artistic or other performances, and may restrict such performances to such designated areas.

[g] No person shall use any recreational open space for the purpose of making a film,or television programme save with the permission in writing of the Council and in accordance with the terms and conditions of such permission.

[h] The Council may designate areas of recreational open space in which the use of the use of radios, compact disc players, or tape players  is not permitted.

Games and Athletics

[j] No person,club or organisation shall organise or take part in any field game, athletic pursuit or other sport save in such areas as the Council designate for such purpose, and then only subject to  and in accordance with such conditions as may be imposed by the Council from time to time, or as directed by and employee of the Council.

[k] No person,club or organisation shall organise or take part in any field game, athletic pursuit or other sport on recreational areas when an employeee of the Council deems such area to be unfit for such use.

[l] In the event of any person,club or organisation contravening any of the provisions of byelaws [a] and [b],the Council may, in addition to imposing any penalty specified in law for contravention of these byelaws,withdraw the playing facilities from the person,club or organisation.

[m] No person shall act or behave in such a manner so as to prevent or disrupt playing of any sport or athletic pursuit in areas designated by the Council for such purpose, and in accordance with the terms and conditions of such designation.

[n]No person above the age of 12 shall use any of the equipment or play appliances provided in areas designated as play areas for children under 12.

[o] The Council may, from time to time, issue licences to persons,clubs or organisations to participate in sporting, athletic, musical, artistic or other activity on recreational open space designated as suitable for such activity.

[p] The granting of such a licence does not exclude other person,clubs,or other organisations from using such space, save where explicitly provided for in the terms of the licence.

[q] The grantee of any licence issued by the Council shall comply with the terms and conditions of such licence.

[r] The Council may restrict use of specified areas of recreational open space to those to whom a current licence for such use has been issued by the Council.

[s] The Council may attach such terms and conditions to a licence issued under this byelaw as it thinks fit, and may issue a licence for a specified period only, at the end of which it shall cease to have effect.

[t] Notwithstanding any other provision of these byelaws, the Council may revoke any licence issued under this byelaw, where non-compliance with the terms of the licence has been established as a matter of fact.

7. Management Arrangements

[a] The Council may impose a charge in respect of any specified use of recreational open space, or any licence issued in respect of such open space. The charge shall be in accordance with a schedule of charges, which schedule shall be available for inspection at the offices of the Council, and at such other locations as may be specified by the Council. The schedule of charges may be revised by the Council,from time to time.

[b] Any person,club or organisation on whom a charge is levied under these byelaws shall pay such charge within the time specified by the Council for payment.

[c] The Council may enter into arrangements with any other party for the management or operation of any recreational open space, or part thereof, on such terms and conditions as may be specified by the Council. 

8. Offences and Penalties

[a] It shall be lawful for an employee of the City Council to enforce these byelaws,to issue directions to any person in respect of these byelaws,  to request any person who is contravening, or appears to be contravening any provision of these byelaws, to refrain from any activity or to leave the recreational open space, and to exclude or remove any person failing to comply with such request.

[b] Any person who contravenes a provision of these byelaws shall be guilty of an offence, and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €1,270.

[c] If the contravention of a provision of any of these bye-laws is continued after conviction, the person causing the contravention shall be guilty of a further offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €127 per day.

[d] A person who obstructs or impedes, or refuses to comply with a request of an employee of the Council acting in the exercise of the functions conferred on him/her by these byelaws shall be guilty of an offence.

[e] Where an employee of the Council is of the opinion that a person is committing or has committed an offence under these byelaws, the employee of the Council may demand the name and address of such person and if that demand is refused or the person gives a name or address which is false or misleading, that person shall be guilty of an offence.

[f] Where a member of the Garda Siochana is of the opinion that a person is commiting or has committed an offence to which these byelaws relate, that member may arrest, or arrange for the arrest of, the person without warrant.


[g] An offence under these byelaws may be prosecuted by Galway City Council or by a member of the Garda Siochana.

[h] A person believed to have contravened any of these byelaws may be served with a notice specifying a fixed payment not exceeding €63.50 in respect of a contravention of these byelaws as an alternative to a prosecution for this contravention. Notice of the fixed payment shall be in the general form of the notice set out in the Second Schedule to these byelaws.

9. Exemptions.

The provisions of these byelaws shall not apply to:

(a) an employee of the Council in the course of his/her duty,

(b) a member of the Garda Siochana in the course of his/her duty,

(c) a member of the emergency services [including the Fire Services, Ambulance Service and Civil Defence] in the course of his/her duty.
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