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This document has been prepared as part of the first stage in the 
preparation of the draft City Development Plan. It is intended to help 
stimulate debate on the planning issues that the new Plan might address.  
 
You are invited to submit your views in writing, on what should be addressed 
in the draft Development Plan. Submissions and observations should be 
marked Development Plan Review and should state the name of the person 
making the submission and where relevant,  the body represented. They 
should be sent to the Senior Planner, Planning Department, City Hall, 
College Road, Galway. 
 
Submissions and observations may also be made by e-mail to the following 
address – devplan@galwaycity.ie  
 
All submissions should be lodged not later than the 29th April 2009. All 
submissions lodged within the above period will be taken into consideration 
prior to the preparation of the new Draft City Plan. It should be noted that 
there will be other opportunities later in the process for you to make 
additional submissions.  
 
During the period up to and including the 29th April 2009 copies of this 
‘Background Issues Paper, Public Notice, Information leaflets on the Making 
of a Development Plan/Guide to  Making a Submission and the timetable for 
making the Plan will be available on the Council’s website www.galwaycity.ie  
 
Public consultation regarding the preparation of the proposed Draft Plan will 
be held in venues throughout the City in March 2009. Further public notices 
will be published in newspapers/radio/website indicating the locations, dates 
and times of these meetings. In addition there will be an opportunity to avail 
of a drop-in facility in the Planning Office each Monday from 2.30p.m. to 
4p.m. starting the 2nd March until 29th April 2009. 
 
 
Dated the 27th February 2009 
 
 
Thomas Connell, 
Director of Services, 
Planning & Economic Development,  
Community & Enterprise.  
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Introduction:  
 
Galway City Council commences the preparation of a new Development 
Plan on the 27th February 2009. The making of the City Development plan is 
one of the most important functions of the City Council. The new Galway 
City Development Plan will provide for the planning and sustainable 
development of the city from 2011 to 2017.   
 
The Planning and Development Act 2000-2007 provides for the plan to be 
prepared as a three-stage process spanning a period of 99 weeks. Stage 1 
is a pre-draft stage; Stage 2 is preparation of the Draft Plan and Stage 3 is 
the making of the Development Plan. 
 
The pre-draft stage allows for public consultation at the very outset of the 
Plan making process. This is important so that the Development Plan 
reflects the aspirations and concerns of a wide range of people including the 
general public, voluntary bodies and statutory agencies at local, regional and 
national level. 
  
This issues paper has been prepared as part of the pre-draft stage, to 
highlight what policies the next Development Plan might include and to 
stimulate debate with regard to how best they might be addressed in the 
Plan. It deals with the main planning issues. It is not exhaustive and doesn’t 
limit the number of topics deemed relevant for making a submission. 
 
For further guidance on what is the general remit of a Development Plan is 
included in the appendices. Appendix 1 lists the range of objectives for 
inclusion in the Plan as defined under the Planning Act 2000. Appendix 2 
sets out a range of Guidelines and Strategies, which must be considered 
when preparing the Development Plan. In addition contact details for the City 
Councillors are listed in Appendix 3. Appendix 4 includes a timetable for the 
entire process.    
 
Topic Headings 
 
• Transportation 
• Residential Development and Population 
• Built and Archaeological Heritage 
• Employment and Enterprise 
• Urban Design 
• Natural Heritage, Recreation and Amenity  

• Tourism 
• Community and Culture 
• Environment and Infrastructure 
• Strategic Environmental Assessment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



�

�

���������	��
����
����	����������������
��������	�


���

      

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
Transportation 
 
Introduction: 
The Development Plan has as an overall strategic aim, to promote and 
support the development of a high quality transport system within and linking 
the city. While the council is not a transport provider, the land use objectives 
and policies in the plan contribute to the development and the viability of a 
sustainable integrated transportation system for the city including car, bus, 
rail, walk and cycle. The integration of land use and transportation is 
essential in achieving this aim.  
 
The transportation policies and objectives of the new plan will continue to 
promote the achievement of a sustainable integrated transportation system. 
The current Development Plan supports the strategy outlined in the Galway 
Transportation and Planning Study (GTPS) and any new plan will continue 
to support this strategy. The new plan will also be influenced by more recent 
studies such as the Galway Bus Strategy Study, and the Public Transport 
Feasibility Study, which is being prepared. At national level, provisions of the 
The National Development Plan 2007-2013 Transforming Ireland – A Better 
Quality of Life for All and Transport 21 will also be reflected in the new plan. 
 
 
National Development Plan: 
The National Development Plan 2007-2013 (NDP) published in 2007 sets 
out key transport infrastructure development and investment priories for the 
Galway Gateway.  These include: 
 

• The completion by 2010 of the M/N6 Dublin/ Galway motorway. 
• The enhancement of the Atlantic Road Corridor, thereby improving 

road links to other Gateway Centres, with accelerated priority going 
to the completion of the Limerick/Galway section of the N18 to high 
quality dual carriageway. 

• Introduction of enhanced intercity rail services on the Galway/Dublin 
route, 

• Introduction of a commuter rail service between Athenry and Galway 
City. 

• Creation of an effective bus based public transport network, building on 
recent fleet investment through widespread bus prioritisation measures. 

• Continued support for the Regional Airport. 
 

 
 

Transport 21: 
Transport 21 is the capital investment framework under the NDP for the 
development of transport infrastructure for the period 2006-2015. This framework 
provides for investment in national roads and public transport. The main 
objectives  are to create a high quality, efficient national road and rail network 
consistent with the objectives of the National Spatial Strategy;  to provide for a 
significant increase in public transport use in provincial cities and to strengthen 
national, regional and local public transport services. 
 
 

The Galway Transportation Unit: 
The Galway Transportation Unit (GTU) was established in March 2008 to 
advance the implementation of strategic traffic management initiatives and the 
delivery of public transport infrastructure within the city that will improve traffic 
management for all road users including pedestrians and cyclists.   
 
The GTU is established for an initial 5-year period from 2008 - 2012.  This will 
enable significant delivery of existing plans such as the Strategic Bus Study and 
objectives identified in the Development Plan such as the implementation of an 
integrated transportation study. The GTU are currently carrying out a Public 
Transport Feasibility Study for the city, which will examine the feasibility of public 
transport options such as bus rapid transit, light rail and park and ride facilities. 
The Unit aims to increase the attractiveness of public transport and reducing 
congestion on the city road network. It also aims to develop and promote the use 
of other non-car based modes of transport such as cycling and walking. Car 
parking is also considered an important element of land use and transportation 
policy in the city and the regulation of car parking provision within the city centre 
is an important policy.  
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Galway Transportation Planning Study 
G.T.P.S.:  
The Galway Transportation Planning Study G.T.P.S.  
(1999, updated 2002) set out a strategy for 
transportation within the study area which included 
the City and a hinterland area of approximately 30km 
radius. The recommended strategy for the City 
sought to maintain and build on its critical mass to 
strengthen economic growth and competitiveness. The strategy 
recommended a significantly improved public transportation system as a key 
element. This would include for the continued development of the bus 
network including bus lanes, bus priority measures, development of park and 
ride, development of commuter rail services and improvements to cycling 
and walking networks. 
 
 
Other transportation hubs such as the Regional Airport and the new City 
Coach Station provide important access for the general public. Ceannt 
Station is a main transport hub within the city. Plans for its redevelopment 
and improvement are currently underway and there are also proposals to 
expand Galway Port facilities. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Questions: 
 
1. What transportation improvements are needed in Galway City? 
 
2. How best can transport and land-use planning be integrated to 

produce sustainable policies covering transport, roads, traffic 
management, cycling, walking, facilities for the mobility impaired, 
and parking? 

 
3. How can the use of public transport, cycling and walking be 

promoted? 
 
4. How can the need for travel by private motorcar be reduced? 
 
5. How can bus lanes, park and rides etc. be integrated with land 

use to improve transportation in the city? How can cycle-ways 
and pedestrian ways be integrated into land use to ensure that 
they are an attractive alternative option to the private car? 

 
6. Is there a role for additional privately operated bus services? 
 
7. How can we encourage greater use of public transport. What 

modes of transport are most attractive? 
 
8. How does car parking impact on transportation. Are the car 

parking standards in the development plan appropriate? 
 
9. What measures are required to create safe, attractive good 

quality streets? 
 
10. How can links to the Airport be improved? 
 
11. What role can Galway Port play in the provision of  transportation 

in the city? 
 



�

�

���������	��
����
����	����������������
��������	�


���

      

 

 

 
Residential Development  
and Population 
 
Introduction: 
The growth in population in recent years coupled with the increase in 
number of households has been a significant factor to date in the demand 
for housing within the city. This demand has also been exacerbated by the 
growing trend towards lower average household sizes and single occupancy 
units.  
 
The census of population carried out in 2006 indicated the population of 
Galway City as 72,414. This is an increase of 6,832, from the last census in 
2002. It represents a 10% increase from 2002 when the population was 
65,582. This is above the national average growth rate of 8.2%. It is 
estimated that the current population is approximately 75,000. In recent 
years the City has experienced significant in-migration, figures under the 
2006 census indicate that Galway City and County has the second highest 
percentage of non-Irish Nationals in Ireland at 10.7%.�
  
The number of households in the city has also increased from 21,053 in 
2002 to 25,353 in 2006, an increase of 4,300. This represents an annual 
increase of 4.8%, or an average increase of 1,075 per annum.  
 
However, the number of house completions in the last two years has been 
declining. In 2007 they fell sharply with the completion of 732 units 
compared with 1,275 completed in 2006. House completions further declined 
in 2008 with 545 units completed. It is anticipated that 2009 will reflect 
national statistics and further decline. 
 

In terms of future housing need, to date there are approximately 1,500 units 
granted planning permission but not commenced. There is approximately 230 
hectares of undeveloped lands zoned for housing within the city. There are also 
a number of brownfield sites and redevelopment sites within the city, which are 
likely to accommodate a significant residential content.   
 
 
City Settlement Strategy:  
The city settlement strategy set out in the current Development Plan supports the 
provision of sustainable neighbourhoods, which are attractive places to live with 
easy access to local services and amenities. It also supports the 
recommendations set out in the GTPS for the development of Ardaun to the east 
of the city. The new Development Plan will continue to support the development 
of Ardaun, which is envisaged to accommodate a population of up to 18,000. 
Approximately one third of the Ardaun area is within the city boundary, the 
remainder being within the county council administrative area. The recent  
application for funding for the Ardaun Town Centre, under the Gateway 
Innovation Fund (see Enterprise & Employment Section) gives further support to 
the development of Ardaun. 
 It is proposed to prepare a LAP for this area which will set out plans for a wide 
range of services and facilities including integrated public transportation to serve 
the population. The Development Plan seeks to ensure that there are adequate 
zoned and serviced lands available to meet the future housing need within the 
city. The Development Plan will incorporate a review of the housing strategy, 
which will set out the overall needs of the city in terms of housing provision, and 
ensuring an adequate mix of house types and sizes. It is also a requirement to 
make sure that adequate social and affordable housing is provided to 
accommodate people of different income levels and to avoid undue segregation.  
 
 

Residential Density: 
The new city Development Plan will continue to promote government 
policy with regard to increased residential density where appropriate,  
subject to provision of high quality design and layout and a good 
quality living environment. 
 
Guidelines have been published by the Department of Environment, 
Heritage and Local Government (DoEHLG) in December 2008 on 
sustainable residential development in urban areas. They replace the previous 
1999 Residential Density Guidelines. Many of the standards set out in the 
guidelines are already in the current Development Plan. The new plan will 
continue to promote the aims of the Guidelines, which is to promote sustainable 
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communities by incorporating the highest design standards and providing a 
co-ordinated approach to the delivery of essential infrastructure and 
services.   
 
Other guidelines published by the DoEHLG include the Sustainable Urban 
Housing: Design Standards for New Apartments, which recommend 
minimum standards for floor space of apartments. 
 
 
Social and Affordable Housing: 
 

Under the current Development Plan and Housing Strategy, there is a 
requirement that 20% of the land zoned for residential development would 
be developed specifically for social and affordable housing and that the ratio 
of social to affordable housing would generally be 1:1. The 20% is unlikely to 
change, however there may be merit in increasing the ratio of social 
housing.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Questions: 
 
1. What is the best way to accommodate the housing needs of the city, 

given that land is a limited valuable resource?. 
 
2. How can we cater for different housing needs e.g. first time buyers, 

students, disabled, family homes, traveller families and the elderly? 
 
3. What range of house types are appropriate for the city? 
 
4. How should the critical cultural, economic and social requirements of 

communities for education, childcare, recreational and community 
supports be planned? 

 
5. What response should there be to the trend to smaller household size? 
 
6. What kind of densities are appropriate for the City? 
 
7. How can a sustainable mix of public, private and affordable housing be 

provided? 
 
8. What type of provision should be made for public transport in housing 

areas? 
 
9. How will the current global and national economic climate impact on the 

population growth of the City? 
 
10. How can planning policy encourage sustainable construction practice? 
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Built and Archaeological Heritage 
 
 

Introduction: 
A key development and investment priority of The National Development 
Plan 2007-2013 Transforming Ireland – A Better Quality of Life for All for 
Galway City is the conservation and protection of the city’s considerable 
stock of built and natural heritage.  The current 2005-2011 City Development 
Plan seeks to create a high quality sustainable environment in Galway City 
through the protection and enhancement of the built and archaeological 
heritage and also by encouraging high quality urban design.   
 
 
Built Heritage: 

Galway City, in particular the city centre, has a unique and 
valuable built and architectural heritage. The city has a 
distinctive townscape, including a medieval street pattern 
and more formal urban spaces, like Eyre Square, which 
contrasts with its seafront setting, river and canals.    The 
city also derives its character and sense of place from its 

multi-period buildings, especially those of architectural, historical and 
vernacular merit.  The Planning and Development Acts 2000-2007 provides 
a range of measures for the protection of architectural heritage, these 
include the Record of Protected Structures (RPS) and the preservation of 
the character of Architectural Conservation Areas (ACA’s).  Through the 
planning process, developments�carried out by private developers contribute 
to the conservation of the built heritage and ensure the continued use of 
important structures. The City Council also play their part with the 

conservation and restoration of Council owned protected structures including 
Mutton Island Lighthouse, Merlin Park Castle and Terryland Castle. 
 
Record of Protected Structures 
All Development Plans are required to include a Record of 
Protected Structures (RPS). A protected structure is a 
structure, which the city council considers, is of special 
architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, 
scientific, social or technical interest. Examples of protected 
structures within the city include: St. Nicholas’ Church, the 
lighthouse at Mutton Island, NUIG Library Building and the 
timber sculpture at the Salmon Weir Bridge.  Owing to 
Galway’s very important distinctive built heritage there is 
582 structures on the RPS. The Council can add or delete 
from the RPS at any time but the review of the 
Development Plan may be an opportune time to consider 
any changes.  
 
Protected structure status does not preclude development or alteration.  Certain 
works that are normally considered exempted development may require planning 
permission if those works affect the character of the structure.  The Council 
operates the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government  
(DoEHLG) annual Conservation Grants Scheme for protected structures, which 
assists owners and occupiers of protected structures to undertake necessary 
works to secure conservation.  
 
Architectural Conservation Areas 
The Council can consider if any places, areas, groups of structures or townscape 
of special architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, 
social or technical interest merit consideration for preservation as Architectural 
Conservation Areas (ACA).   
Currently seven areas have been designated as ACAs: 
 
�� The City Core, 
�� Lower Dominick Street, 
�� The Crescent/ Sea Road, 
�� The Long Walk, 
�� St. Nicholas Street, 
�� St. Mary’s Terrace, 
�� 1-6 Dock Road. 
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The ACA designation means that the carrying out of works to the exterior of 
a structure is exempted development only if those works would not 
materially affect the character of the area and are consistent with the 
appearance of the structure and neighbouring structures.   
 
 

Archaeological Heritage: 
Galway has a rich archaeological heritage, which 
extends from the Mesolithic, to Medieval and post-
Medieval periods to industrial archaeology.  The 
urban structure and character contains a record of 
the past urban life of the city, where the old medieval 
and late medieval town is revealed in the narrow 
street network and multi-period buildings which 

contain the remains and fragments of medieval architecture. The city is a 
member of the Irish Walled Towns Network and world-wide Walled Towns 
Friendship Circle, which seeks to preserve, enhance and promote surviving 
town walls and defenses.  The recently published National Policy on Town 
Defenses (DoEHLG, November 2008) demonstrates the importance of 
protecting and conserving these historic urban defenses as a valuable part 
of the character of the city.  Given Galway’s medieval heritage, most of the 
city centre is designated as a Zone of Archaeological Potential (ZAP).   
There are approximately 105 other sites and monuments of archaeological 
significance (Record of Monuments and Places) located throughout the city. 
All archaeological sites are protected under the National Monuments Acts 
(1930-2004) and responsibility for these sites lies primarily with the Heritage 
Services of the DoEHLG. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Questions: 
 
1. How can we achieve a balance between development pressures and 

the protection of structures of architectural, artistic historical, 
archaeological, cultural, scientific, social or technical interest? 

 
2. How best can the policies of the Development Plan contribute to the 

protection and appreciation of monuments and places of 
archaeological importance, Protected Structures and Architectural 
Conservation Areas? 

 
3. What policies are required to protect the architectural and 

archaeological heritage while recognising the need for its reuse, and/ 
or sustainable development where appropriate? 

 
4. Are there additional areas within the city, which display a distinctive 

character that should be designated as Architectural Conservation 
Areas? 

 
5. Are there buildings and structures of merit within the city, including 

buildings and structures of contemporary/modern design, traditional, 
historical, social, or cultural importance, which should be included in 
the Record of Protected Structures? 

 
6. How can the Development Plan protect the industrial archaeology 

and built heritage of the city? 
 
7. How can the Development Plan promote the protection of the 

remaining Town Walls within the city. 
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Enterprise and Employment 

 

 

Introduction: 
The strategic aim of the current Galway City Development Plan 2005-2011 is 
to facilitate and promote the balanced and sustainable economic 
development needs in order to maximise employment opportunities.  Galway 
City is the principal economic centre in the West Region providing for a 
diverse range of economic activities, services and employment 
opportunities.  Galway City has enjoyed the benefits of recent economic and 
enterprise growth, with a strong tourist industry, vibrant retail sector, third-
level education institutions, adjacent regional airport, diversity in cultural 
activities and high quality of life.  
 
The National Development Plan 2007-2013 outlines a €184 billion national 
investment programme in economic and social infrastructure and enterprise, 
science and innovation. The NDP notes the development challenges for the 
Galway include implementing “an agreed strategic development strategy for 
the city and its wider environs to maintain quality of life and competitiveness 
and tackling traffic congestion, better and more compact urban planning and 
further renewal of the city centre”.  Key development and investment 
priorities over the period of the Plan include the development of strategic 
sites as part of IDA Ireland Strategic Sites Initiative and strengthening 
research and innovation capabilities at the city’s third level institutions. 
 
The National Spatial Strategy 2002-2020 (NSS) outlines the strategic spatial 
planning framework for the future development of the country.  The NSS 
designated the city as a gateway, a regional centre of economic growth, 
which will consequently feed the benefits into the surrounding areas with the 
emphasis on achieving more balanced regional growth.  The NSS 
emphasised that the individual and collective critical mass of the existing 
gateways of Cork, Limerick, Galway and Waterford needed to be 
strengthened in order to counterbalance and complement the economic and 

spatial dominance of Dublin. In order to support the effective implementation of 
the NSS, the Atlantic Gateways Initiative is due to be published in 2009.  The 
purpose of the feasibility study is to explore the potential of a more collaborative 
approach in the development of critical mass in the gateways and the creation of 
linkages between the Gateways and establish strategic alliances with public and 
private agencies in the development of the Atlantic Gateways.   
 
The Gateway Innovation Fund provides exchequer funding of €300 million over 
three years 2008-2010. The Gateway Innovation fund initiative seeks to act as a 
stimulus that would accelerate development through supporting distinctive and 
innovative projects in gateways and create increased co-ordination between 
Local Authorities. The bid proposal concentrated on three inter-related projects: 
 
• Development of bus carriage way/urban avenue and civic space for Ardaun. 
• Concert hall/conference centre. 
• Double rail tracking between Ceannt Station, Galway City and Athenry 

Station. 
 
The Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the 
Department of Finance have deferred the decision regarding the bid proposal, in 
view of the current constrained economic situation. 
 
The West Region Authority Planning Guidelines 2004-2016 (RPG) provide a 
framework for the sustainable socio-economic, spatial, land use and 
transportation development of the region, which includes Galway City, Galway 
County, Mayo and Roscommon. These Guidelines are currently under review.  
The RPG promotes a hierarchical approach to enterprise in the region with the 
city gateway as the prime location for enterprise development, investment, 
incubation centres, campus and business/technology parks and potential for a 
major industrial zone. 
 
The City Development Board Strategy Beo agus Briomhar 2002 –12 also 
includes also goals that are specifically pitched at improving the economic, social 
and cultural development of the City.  The Strategy recognises the need for the 
city to remain an attractive location for investment and enhance its role as a 
gateway for regional development, enterprise, entrepreneurship, innovation and 
employment opportunities for all. 
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Employment Profile of City: 
The latest forecasts (Winter2008) from the Economic and Social Research 
Institute (ERSI) illustrate that the national economy is in the midst of a 
contraction that is large by both historic and international comparisons. The 
ERSI expect that average national employment will fall by 117,000 in 2009.  
Nevertheless, the Development Plan must ensure that sufficient land is 
available within the city/environs to facilitate inward investment, local 
indigenous economic development, expansion of existing enterprises and 
cross-sectoral employment opportunities. 
 
There were 37,883 persons in the resident labour force in 2006 with 33,813 
persons in employment and 3,316 persons unemployed according to 2006 
census figures. The labour force participation rate is 61.8%, just 0.7% under 
the national average, representing the significant third level student 
population in the city. The latest Live Register figures reveal that 8,917 
people are unemployed in the wider City area, (City and parts of the 
surrounding County area), compared to 5,468 a year ago, representing an 
increase of almost 3,500 in 12 months. 
 
 
 

 
Employment Status of City’s Resident Labour Force 

Source: Census 2006

 
 
City’s Resident Labour Force classified by Board Occupational Group. 

Source: Census 2006 

 

 
 
 
Enterprise and Employment Opportunities: 
Industry in the city is characterised by a clustering of economic activities in 
particular bio-medical, information technology and engineering.  Tourism, 
services, healthcare and education are also significant employers/sources of 
revenue for the city. The city has potential for further development and capacity 
for new enterprises in particular with the support and innovation capability of its 
third level institutions.  The third level institutions are a major asset in developing 
business and technology skills.    There has been a significant new development 
in the educational sector, in particular the expansion of NUIG campus with the 
recently permitted new engineering building and associated energy centre.  
 
There has been significant corporate office development on the outskirts of the 
city particularly the Ballybrit area.  There is significant potential for brownfield 
sites including Ceannt Station and Headford Road to provide for a diverse range 
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of commercial, retail, office and service employment opportunities as an 
extension of the city centre.  
 
Retail: 
There has been a significant expansion in retail floor 
space within the city in recent years. The city centre 
has been developed as an attractive shopping and 
entertainment/leisure location, which is boosted by a 
number of major festivals/events through out the 
year. The city as a higher tier retail centre has a wide 
catchment area, in particular in relation to 
comparison goods shopping. The Retails Strategy is 
incorporated into the Development Plan.  The overall 
objective of the Retail Strategy is to provide strategic ‘efficient, equitable and 
sustainable’ guidance on the location and scale of new retail developments 
and provide an estimation of the need for additional floor space.   This Retail 
Strategy will be reviewed and modified for the purposes of the new City 
Development Plan, particularly in light of the current economic climate.  The 
Galway region is ranked sixth in the national retail spending index with €474 
million spend last year (Irish Retail Centre Ranking Report by Experian).  It 
is anticipated that the city will experience retail growth in the next decade.  
This projected growth in the retail sector is evident in recent high profile retail 
development schemes in the city.  These schemes include the expansion of 
the Knocknacarra District Centre, Briarhill Shopping Centre, mixed-use 
developments at the former Curran Hotel site and the former Crown 
Equipment site (both currently under construction) and Galway Shopping 
Centre redevelopment (currently on appeal to An Bord Pleanala).   However, 
recent figures from the CSO for 2008, (Retail Sales Index 13/2/08), saw the 
sharpest decline (approx. 8%) in the volume of retail sales in more than 25 
years, reflective of the current economic climate. The retail policies of the 
Development Plan must promote and protect the existing retail function of 
the city. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Questions: 
 
1. Galway City area has experienced changes in employment since 

1990s including a change from manufacturing industry to service type 
industry. Should the plan have more flexibility to cater for future 
changes in employment? 

 
2. How can the Development Plan best support a broad range of 

employment opportunities within the City so as to reduce the 
numbers travelling into the City/across the City to work, thereby 
reducing traffic congestion?  

 
3. Has sufficient land been zoned for industrial use within the city? 

Where should industrial land/development be located?  
 
4. Are industrial and commercial/industrial land use zones appropriate 

to current employment opportunities? 
 
5. How can the City Council attract investment into the city and create 

employment opportunities? 
 
6. How can the City Council encourage further collaborative 

employment and enterprise development with its third level 
institutions? 

 
7. What kinds of units are required for new employment opportunities? 

Is there a need for various sizes, in different locations within the city? 
 
8. How can the city preserve its status as a major regional high-tier 

retailing centre, as defined by the Retail Planning Guidelines? 
 
9. How can the City Council reinforce the economic primacy of the city 

centre, in terms of commercial, office and retail uses? 
 
10. What areas within the city centre need improvement? What are the 

strengths and weaknesses of the city centre? 
 
11. How can the Development Plan meet current economic challenges? 
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Urban Design  

 
 

Introduction: 
The built environment influences every aspect of our lives through the 
houses we live in, the streets we play and move through, the places where 
we work, shop and where we spend our leisure time. It is important that 
these environments are designed to a high standard that encourages the 
best experiences of living and are sustainable environments, which conserve 
our architectural/archaeological legacy.  The Government policies on 
architecture Action on Architecture (2002) and Conversations about 
Architecture and the Built Environment (2007)’ recognises the social and 
cultural importance of architecture and urban design in society and promotes 
the achievement of a built environment of good quality. It indicates that Local 
Authorities can play their part in promoting the aspirations of the government 
and in particular  through the provisions of the Development Plan. 
 
It is a strategic aim of the current City Council Development Plan 2005-2011 
to create a high quality sustainable built environment by encouraging high 
quality design.  The Plan includes many policies and objectives relating to 
the design of the built environment. The importance of protecting the 
significance of the city centre, promoting good design in new/ infill 
developments is included. There are also guidelines and standards required 
for new developments relating to housing, commercial and industrial uses. �
 
 

The City has acknowledged the importance of architecture and the public realm. 
Many environmental improvements have been carried out in the past. Possibly 
the most significant ones related to the program of city regeneration, which was 
carried out over a number of years under the Urban and Village Renewal EU 
supported Programmes. Works carried out include Fishmarket/Spanish Arch, 
Courthouse Square, Riverside Walk, pedestrianisation of the main shopping 
streets, public realm award winning Eyre Square Enhancement and Terryland 
Forest Park.  The Galway City Museum opened in 2006 and has also won 
national architectural awards.   
 
 
 
Residential Development: 
The residential neighbourhood strategy of the current City 
Development Plan recognises that areas exhibit a distinct 
identity and that polices should seek to create a high quality, 
sustainable and pleasant living environment and a sense of 
place. An essential element of a sustainable city is the 
development of a compact city, which is characterised by the 
consolidation of existing neighbourhoods and the 
establishment of new neighbourhoods. The new 
Development Plan will have regard to the recommendations 
and standards promoted in recently published Department of 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government guidelines 
regarding sustainable housing. The Sustainable Residential 
Development in Urban Areas Guidelines for Planning Authorities (DoEHLG, 
2008), with complementary best practise Urban Design Manual, seeks to 
promote sustainable communities by incorporating the highest design standards 
and providing a co-ordinated approach to the delivery of essential infrastructure 
and services.  The Sustainable Urban Housing Design Standards for New 
Apartments (DoEHLG, 2007) promotes sustainable urban housing by ensuring 
that the design and layout of new apartments will provide satisfactory 
accommodation for a variety of household types and sizes over the medium to 
long term.   

 
 
 


