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GALWAY CITY COUNCIL  
NON-MOTORISED PASSENGER TRANSPORTER 

 BYE-LAWS 2010 
 

The members of Galway City Council (hereafter referred to as “the Council”) in exercise of the powers 
conferred on them by Section 199 of the Local Government Act 2001, Section (4)(2) of the Road Traffic Act, 
1994 and all other enabling statutory powers and in the interest of the common good and having consulted 
with the Commissioner of the Garda Siochana hereby make the following Bye-Laws in relation to the control 
and the operation of Non Motorised Passenger Transporters in the administrative area of Galway City. 
 

PART I 
Preliminary & General 

 

Citation: 
 

1 These Bye-Laws may be cited as “Galway City Council Non-Motorised  
Transporter Bye-Laws 2010 
 

Commencement: 2 These Bye-Laws shall come into operation on   the   day of            2010. 
 

Area of 
Application: 

3 These Bye-Laws shall apply to the areas comprising the administrative area 
of Galway City. 
 

Interpretation: 
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In these Bye-Laws: 
 

“Galway City Council” means Council of the City of Galway and 
hereinafter referred to as  “ The City Council”, 
 
“The Act of 1993” means the Road Act, 1993 (No. 14 of 1993). 
 
“agent of the Council”  means any person employed by Galway City 
Council or any other person authorised by the Council to carry out functions 
under these Bye-Laws; 
 
“authorised person” has the meaning assigned to it by Section 103(8) 
(inserted by the Road Traffic Act 1968) (No. 25 of 1968) of the Road Traffic 
Act, 1961, a member of the Garda Siochána;  
 
“designated area” and “area designated” and “designated hiring stand”  
means an area designated by the members of Galway City Council for the  
purpose specified in the Bye-Laws. 
 
“driver” means the driver or operator of a rickshaw or hackney carriage. 
 
“hackney carriage” means a horse drawn hackney carriage, jarvey car or 
 jaunting car. 

 
“licence” means a licence issued by the Council to a proprietor authorising  
the operation of a rickshaw or hackney carriage bearing a specific  
identification number. 

 
“non motorised passenger transporter” means hackney carriage or  
rickshaw propelled by pedal cycle, pedal tricycle, rickshaw, horse,  
pedestrian or other such non-motorised means.  
 
“non motorised commercial transporter” means advertising trailer,  
carriage or otherwise propelled by pedal cycle, pedal tricycle, rickshaw,  
horse, pedestrian or other such non-motorised means. 
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“operate”  means having, standing or plying a rickshaw or hackney carriage 
for hire and use of same in a public place or on a public road. 
 
“operator”  means a person who owns, drives or operates a rickshaw or  
 hackney carriage in a public place or on a public road. 
 
“passenger” means person being transported by hackney carriage or 
rickshaw. 

 
“proprietor”  means the owner of a rickshaw or hackney carriage. 

 
“public place” means any place to which the public have a right of access. 

 
“public road”  has the meaning assigned to it in Section 2(1) of the Act  
of 1993 

 
“rickshaw”  means vehicle with two or three wheels propelled by the driver 
using pedals or other non-motorised means. 

 
“street”  means public road. 
 
“traffic warden”  has the meaning assigned to it by Section 2(3) of the Local 
Authorities (Traffic Wardens) Act, 1975 (No 14 of 1975), as amended. 
 
“vehicle” means rickshaw or hackney carriage. 
 

PART II 
Licence Requirements  

 

Obligation to 
obtain a Licence 

5 A non-motorised passenger Transporter shall not be operated within the 
administrative area of Galway City without a valid Licence. 
 

Issue of Licences 6 (1) Licences shall be issued by the City Council annually. 
 

  (2) Licences shall be valid for a period of twelve months from the date  
of their issue. 
 

Fee for Licence 7 The fee for a licence shall be as indicated in Appendix I of these Bye-Laws 
 

Designated Hiring 
Stands  

8 The list of designated Hiring stands shall be as indicated in Appendix II of 
these Bye-Laws 
 

Number of 
Licences granted 
annually 

9 (1) The City Council may determine annually the number of licences to 
 be issued.    
 

  (2) Where the number of applications for a licence exceeds the number 
of licences determined by the City Council, the application of 
licences shall, subject to Bye-Laws Nos. 10, and 15, be determined 
by lot. 
 

Requirements for 
Issue of Licence 

10 
 

A licence shall be granted only where- 

 
  (a) the person who applies to the City Council for a licence shall furnish 

to the Council the information requested in the application form 
together with such other information as the Council may request for 
the purposes of the exercise of its powers and functions under these 
Bye-Laws 
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  (b) the applicant has paid the City Council the appropriate Licence Fee 
as specified in the Appendix I hereto 
 

  (c) the City Council is satisfied that the applicant will comply with the  
provisions of these Bye-Laws. 
 

  (d) the City Council is satisfied that the applicant has a valid Public 
Liability Insurance and Employers Liability Insurance cover with an  
approved insurance company to operate the rickshaw/hackney  
carriage during the period of the licence, indemnifying the operator/ 
driver and Galway City Council in respect of all claims by third 
parties.  The limit of indemnity shall be €6,500,000 and €13,000,000  
respectively for any one accident.  A copy of the Insurance Policy to 
be furnished by the applicant to the Council prior to the issue of the  
Licence.  
 

  (e) the City Council is satisfied that the applicant is tax compliant. 
 

  (f) the applicant gives permission to the City Council for the Gardá 
Siochána to carry out a full vetting of the operator, and on all drivers 
assigned by him/her, to operate the licenced vehicle. 
 

Particulars on 
Licence  

11 A valid Licence shall include the following particulars: 

  (a) The words Galway City Council/Comhairle Cathrach na Gaillimhe; 
 

  (b) The name and address of the operator to whom it is issued; 
 

  (c) The name and address of the driver(s); 
 

  (d) 
 

The make and type of non-motorised transporter in respect of which 
it is issued; 
 

  (e) The Licence number as assigned by the City Council; 
 

  (f) The designated area(s) to which the rickshaw/hackney may be stood; 
 

  (g) The period to which it relates, including the expiry date; 
 

  (h) Any other conditions imposed by an authorised person. 
 

  (i) The date of issue; 
 

  (j) The signature of the person granting the licence. 
 

Conditions of 
Licence 

12 (1) The licensee shall be subject to such terms and conditions as may be  
specified by the City Council, and subject to the provisions of  
statute law. 
 

  (2) Licences shall state whether the Rickshaw/Hackney Carriage to 
which they relate may be stood for hire at private property or at a  
Designated area stand as indicated in Appendix II of these Bye-
Laws 
 

  (3) A proprietor shall not operate or permit to be operated his/her 
rickshaw/hackney carriage except in accordance with the terms of  
the licences applicable to it and the provisions of these Bye-Laws. 
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  (4) The City Council reserves the right to refuse, cancel, withdraw, 
suspend or vary the terms of the licence at any time and Galway City 
Council shall not be liable in any way for any claims, monies, etc. 
directly or indirectly occasioned by the refusal, cancellation, 
withdrawal, suspension or varying of the terms of the licence. 
 

Right of Appeal 13 An applicant may appeal a decision of the Council to refuse an application 
by writing to the Director of Services, Transportation & Infrastructure, 
Galway City Council, City Hall, College Road, Galway,  within one 
month of the date of the refusal of the application.  
 

Obligation to 
present valid 
licence for 
inspection 

14 The driver of a licensed rickshaw/hackney carriage, shall at the request of  
the passenger of the rickshaw/hackney carriage, a Community Warden,  
Traffic Warden or Garda Siochana, furnish: 

(a) certified copy of the current vehicle Licence. 
(b) personal official photo identification  

 
Renewal of 
Licence 

15 Subject to the City Council being satisfied that the holder of a licence 
has complied with the provisions of these Bye-Laws such person shall 
have an option prior to the expiration of the licence to renew it. 
 

Return of, and re-
issue of Licence  

16 In the event that an existing licence holder should cease to hold his/her 
licence, then it shall automatically revert to the City Council.   In 
re-issuing such licences or in issuing fresh licences the City Council  
shall have regard to criteria laid down. 
 

Indemnity from 
Liability  

17 A licence granted by the City Council shall in no way be deemed to 
implicate or involve the City Council, its officers or employees or agents 
in any liability or responsibility in respect of any criminal, unlawful, 
illegal, wrongful or negligent act or omission done by any person(s) to  
whom such a permission and licence was granted or by their servants or  
agents,employees or passengers. 
 

 
PART 111 

Rickshaw/Hackney Carriage. 
 

Operation of 
rickshaw/hackney 
carriage from 
Private property  

18 Subject to compliance with the provisions of the Planning and  
Development Acts 2000 to 2007 (as amended) and Regulations made  
hereunder a proprietor may operate a rickshaw/hackney carriage from  
private property. 
 

Obligation of 
operator for 
repair & 
cleanliness of 
vehicle 
 

19 A Rickshaw/Hackney carriage shall be structured so as to be safe and 
stable with or without passengers and be in a clean and sanitary condition 
and in a state of good mechanical repair and appearance. 
 
 

Conditions for 
parking of vehicle 

20 (1) A proprietor and/or driver shall not park or cause or permit a  
rickshaw/hackney carriage to be parked for hire in a public place  
other than at a designated area in accordance with these Bye-laws. 
  

  (2) A proprietor and/or driver shall not park or cause or permit a  
rickshaw/hackney carriage to be parked for hire at a designated area  
unless a valid licence issued in respect of the rickshaw/hackney  
carriage so authorises. 
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  (3) A rickshaw/hackney carriage shall not be left unattended in a public 
place or at designated hiring stand. 
 

Issue and Display 
of Assigned 
Licence Number 
on vehicle  

21 (1) The City Council shall assign a number to each rickshaw/hackney 
Carriage in respect of which it issues a licence and such number 
shall be clearly displayed on both sides of the rickshaw/hackney 
carriage The licence to issue will include a disc to display on the 
vehicle. 
 

  (2) 
 

A valid disc shall be so displayed on the rickshaw/hackney carriage  
in respect to which it is issued in such a manner that the particulars 
specified thereon can be easily read. 
 

Permitted number 
of passengers in 
respect of 
Rickshaw 
 

22 The proprietor and/or driver of a rickshaw or any other person shall not  
carry more than two adult passengers or one adult passenger and two  
children under 12 years of age in the rickshaw.  
 

Prohibition on 
certain parts of 
City where 
Rickshaws/Hackn
ey Carriages shall 
not be operated 
through at any 
time 

23 A rickshaw/hackney carriage shall operate on the public road only and 
shall not be operated through – 

(i) Pedestrian Streets 
(ii) Public Footpaths regardless of width 
(iii) Public Open Green Spaces 
(iv) Kennedy Park in Eyre Square 
(v) Salthill Promenade 
(vi) Public Beaches 
 

Permitted number 
of passengers in 
respect of 
Hackney Carriage 

24 The proprietor and/or driver of a hackney carriage or any other person 
shall not permit to be carried therein passengers in excess of the maximum 
number permitted by the licence granted in respect of the hackney 
carriage. 
 
 

PART 1V 
Horses. 

 

Suitability of 
Horses 

25 Horses used to draw hackney carriages shall have a temperament and be in 
a physical condition and of an age suitable for such work. 
 

Condition on 
treatment of 
horse(s) 
 

26 Horses used to draw hackney carriages shall be cared for and treated in a 
manner, which does not cause them unnecessary, suffering. 
 

Conditions for 
operator on 
conduct of 
horse(s) 

27 (1) The proprietor/driver shall be responsible for the horse’s conduct 
and shall be liable for any damage or injury, which may be caused 
by it.  
 

  (2) 
 

Horses shall not be left unattended in a public place or at designated  
hiring stands. 
 

Obligation for 
management and 
disposal of waste 

28 The owner and/or driver of a horse(s) shall: 
 

 

  (1) Provide a dung catcher device or other such approved system to 
prevent soiling of the public areas. 
 

  (2) 
 

Carry adequate cleaning equipment to immediately deal with any 
dung soiling of public areas. 
 

  (3) Dispose of all waste in a proper manner. 
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PART V 
Miscellaneous and Offences 

 
Rules of Conduct 
of Proprietor/ 
Driver of 
Rickshaw/ 
Hackney carriage 

29 A proprietor and/or driver of a licenced vehicle, shall comply with the  
following rules:  

  (1) A drivers of a vehicle shall be aged not less than 17 years, shall not 
be under the influence of alcohol or any other substance and shall  
behave in a courteous manner. 
 

  (2) 
 

A driver of a vehicle shall have regard to the rules of the road and 
drive at a reasonable speed with due care and attention for all other 
road users and members of the public 
 

  (3) A driver of a vehicle shall, as regards the manner of taking up or 
setting down any passenger or have waiting for such purpose,  
comply with the directions of a Community Warden, Traffic Warden 
or Garda Siochana. 
      

  (4) A proprietor and/or driver of a vehicle when standing or plying for  
hire shall not by calling out or otherwise by himself or any other  
person employed by him accost any person to hire the carriage to  
the annoyance of such person or any other persons. 
      

  (5) A proprietor and/or driver of a vehicle nor any other person shall 
make any unnecessary noise by means of or in relation to 
equipment, fittings or instruments fitted to or carried on the vehicle 
or any loud speaker in or in any way connected with the vehicle. 
 

  (6) A proprietor and/or driver of a vehicle or any other person shall not 
wash, overhaul or execute repairs to such a vehicle within the 
designated area, except such repairs as may be necessary to enable 
the vehicle to be removed from the designated area 
 

  (7) Vehicles at designated hiring stands shall be parked in an orderly 
fashion available to hire. 
 

  (8) A proprietor and/or driver of a vehicle or any other person shall  
ensure that the designated areas together with the environs shall be  
kept free of litter and refuse emanating from the licenced vehicle and  
shall comply in full with the provisions of the Litter Pollution Act. 
 

Obligation to 
provide vehicle 
with adequate 
lighting 
 

30 A proprietor and/or driver of a vehicle or any other person shall cause it to  
be adequately lighted both to the front and rear of the vehicle while 
journeying within the administrative area of Galway City after sunset.  
 

Obligation to 
display Schedule 
of Fares 

31 A proprietor and /or driver of a rickshaw/hackney carriage shall display 
a schedule of their current indicative fares on their vehicle and at  
designated stands. 
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Prohibition on 
placement of 
advertising 
signage in public 
areas 
 

32 The placing of advertising signage by Rickshaw/Hackney Carriage  
operators at designated stands, on public roads or footpaths or otherwise 
is prohibited. 
 

Prohibition on the 
operation of non- 

33 The following prohibitions shall apply:  
 

motorised  
commercial 
transporters and 
other non-  

 (1) The operation/propelling of a non motorised transporter for 
commercial purposes within the pedestrianised areas of Galway City  
is prohibited. 
 

motorised 
passenger vehicles 

 (2) The operation of a non-motorised passenger transporter other than a 
 rickshaw/hackney carriage as defined in these Bye-Laws is  
 prohibited. 
 

Return and 
transfer of Licence 

34 Where, during the period to which a Rickshaw or Hackney carriage 
licence relates, the licensee to whom it is issued ceases to trade, he or she 
shall forthwith return the licence to the City Council. The Rickshaw or 
Hackney Carriage licence is non-transferable. 
 

Falsified 
documents 

35 Where an applicant submits falsified documentation to support his/her 
application for a vehicle licence, the City Council may, at its absolute 
discretion, decide not to issue and/or to cancel a vehicle licence. 
 

Offences 36 It shall be an offence for a licensee to: 
 

  (1) Sell or otherwise dispose of a Rickshaw or Hackney Carriage 
Licence. 
      

  (2) Breach a Condition specified in writing on the Licence 
 

  (3) Display an invalid vehicle licence.    
      

Non-compliance 
with Bye-laws 

37 A person who obstructs or impedes an agent or authorised person of the 
City Council acting in the exercise of his/her functions under these  
Bye-Laws shall be guilty of an offence.     
 

Contravention of 
Bye-Laws 

38 A person who contravenes a provision of these Bye-Laws shall:  
 

  (1) Be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to  
a fine not exceeding €1,500.00.  
      

  (2) If the person after conviction continues to contravene the provision 
of these Bye-Laws the person causing the contravention shall be 
guilty of an offence each day on which that contravention continues 
and shall be liable on summary conviction for each such offence to  
a fine not exceeding €100.00.  
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Made and adopted under the Common Seal  
             of Galway City Council this 
 
 
 
               day of                               2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRESENT when the Common Seal of  
Galway City Council was affixed hereto. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
NOMINATED SIGNATORY  
OF GALWAY CITY COUNCIL 
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Appendix I 

Licence Fee: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hackney carriage, Rickshaw or other such non -motorised vehicle:  
 
 €100 licence fee per vehicle 
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Appendix II 

 

Designated Hiring Stands:     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rickshaws  
 

Locations shown on attached maps at:  
 

1. Eyre Square  
2. Fishmarket 
3. Salthill 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Horse & Hackney Carriages  

1. Fishmarket  
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