Lead in Drinking Water - Galway City.

Following the recent sampling of water supplies in Galway City by HSE West, elevated levels of lead were detected in a number of samples. Part or all of the service pipes connecting the water main in the street to the kitchen tap in older buildings built prior to 1970 may be made of lead. Boiling water does not remove lead.

Lead can build up in the body and can cause harm, particularly in young children and unborn babies.

The water leaving the treatment works at Terryland does not contain lead and is of a very high quality.  

Further sampling of the drinking water in Galway City is being conducted to investigate the extent of the problem.  Tap water is safe for bathing, showering, brushing teeth, washing dishes, and clothes even if homes have lead service pipes.

Message 1

· Residents in the OLD MERVUE area where testing has identified high levels of lead, are being asked NOT to drink, boil or prepare food from the water supply in the houses. (see map)

· Bottled water is being supplied for the elderly and disabled in the Old Mervue area. 

Message 2

For ALL OTHER AREAS IN THE CITY, where the home has been built prior to 1970, if you are 

· a pregnant woman or

· the carer of a child under 6 years of age, 
you are advised as a precaution to let the cold water kitchen tap run until it fills the kitchen sink, discard this water and the supply will then be safe for consumption and food preparation.  

If you have further queries, please call the help line on 091 536400 or for further information please see www.galwaycity.ie 

