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15th April, 2009

Do Gach Ball de Chomhairle Cathrach na Gaillimhe:

A Chara,

There will be an Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council on Monday next,  20th April, 2009 at 4.00 p.m. in City Hall, College Road, Galway.
Mise, le meas,

______________________

Joe Considine,

Meetings Administrator. 
Note:
Refreshments (Lunch/Refreshments/Tea/Coffee) will be available in the Solar Café (Canteen) from 3.00 p.m.

AGENDA

· Presentation by “Let’s do it Galway” Committee

1.  
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES:
(a) Minutes of Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 23rd February, 2009.

Copy Herewith

(b) Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 2nd March, 2009

Copy Herewith

(c) Minutes of Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 23rd March, 2009.

Copy Herewith

2.   
REPORTS OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS:
None

3.  
CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS OF OFFICIALS:
(a) Barcelona Declaration – Progress Report
Reports Already Circulated

(b)
 Knocknacarra Community Centre
Report to Follow
(c)
Update Report on discussions with Taxi Representatives Organisation re additional Taxi Stands in Galway City

Report Herewith

4. 
CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS OF MAYOR:
None 

5.  
BUSINESS PRESCRIBED BY STATUTE:

(a)  
Disposal of Lands

To resolve pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 the disposal of lands held by Galway City Council at the rear of 69 Upper Newcastle, Galway to Ms. Deirdre McLoughlin as per the terms of the Statutory Notice dated 9th March, 2009 and circulated to Councillors.







Report Herewith 

(b)  
To Consider the issuing of Polling Cards for Local 

Government Electors in accordance with Article 55 of the Local Election Regulations 1995

(c)  
Capital Assistance Scheme

To note that Galway City Council has received sanction

from the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government for the following project under the Capital Assistance Scheme and also to authorise the raising of a loan to facilitate this project;
Project at:

Apt. 4, 20 Beechmount Road, Galway

Approved Body:
Galway Simon Community

Amount:

€183,224.00

Report Herewith

(d)  
Roads Act 1993, Section 73 

Extinguishment of Public Right of Way  - at Merchants Road/Dock Road

Report Herewith 

(e)  
Auditor’s Report on Annual Financial Statement for year 

ended 31st December, 2007

Report Herewith

(f)
Part XVI of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (As

Amended), Part 16 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 (As Amended) – Proposed Event Licence to hold outdoor events as part of the Galway Stopover of the Volvo Ocean Race

Report Herewith
(g)
Annual Report of Audit Committee of Galway City Council 

for the year ended 31st December, 2008





Report Herewith
6. 
NOTICE OF MOTIONS:
Consideration of the following motions, notice of which was given by members: 
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
11/06

Notice given by Cllr. Donal Lyons

Received 16/01/2006 (Re submitted 20/03/2006)

“That Galway City Council would in the interest of pedestrian safety and as a matter of urgency have footpaths constructed on the Ballymoneen Road north of the Blake roundabout to the new estates now constructed on the Ballymoneen Road”

166/06  
Notice given by Cllr. Brolcháin N.Ó. 


  
Received 16/11/06

“That Galway City Council:

a. Notes that the UK government has announced its intention of embarking on a new nuclear power programme and that a pro-nuclear lobby is now emerging in the Republic of Ireland.

b. Recognises that nuclear energy programmes: 

Divert resources from decentralised and renewable energy generation and efficiency programmes that can create jobs, improve living standards, and tackle the threat of climate change far more effectively than nuclear power; 

produce radioactive wastes that remain a danger for thousands of  years; create the risk of a catastrophic nuclear accident; 

increase the capacity for nuclear weapons proliferation and the risk of an attack on a nuclear installation. 

c. Recognises: 

that local authorities have a responsibility to support and implement policies that safeguard the well-being of our communities. 

d. Therefore resolves to: 

affiliate to the All Ireland Nuclear Free Local Authorities Forum in order to contribute to a local government campaign for a safe, sustainable and nuclear free future; 

send copies of this motion to the Taoiseach and local TD's to demonstrate our opposition to nuclear policies; 

encourage neighbouring local authorities to similarly consider becoming nuclear free local authorities”. 

10/07

Notice given by Cllr. P. Conneely



Received 9/01/07 Resubmitted 13/03/07
“That Galway City Council be given a full report on the following:

(a) Number of refuse bins returned to Galway City Council.

(b) Number of bins stored by Galway City Council.

(c) Number of bins sold by Galway City Council and total amount received by Galway City Council from sales (and amount charged per individual bin).

(d) Total number of bins recycled.

(e) Total number of bins sent to landfill”.

67/07

Notice given by Cllr. P. Conneely



Received 6th March 2007.  Resubmitted 4/05/07

“That Galway City Council resolve that unauthorised works at a site in Gentian Hill immediately cease”.

138/07 
Notice given by Cllr. B. Cameron       
Received 26th July 2007
“That Galway City Council call on the Minister for the Finance to amend the Financial Act 2005 in order to do away with the anomaly that exists whereby Host Families are treated differently from people who are defined as “Foster Parents” under the Act”.
130/07 
Notice given by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty       
           Received 3rd July 2007 Resubmitted 25/10/2007 
“That this Council adopt a policy that at the planning stage of all new houses that a reflective number system would be standard building procedure.  Presently services such as emergency services, postal and taxis are having great difficulty locating specific houses that are not numbered particularly at night-time.  Clear signage to individual estates should also come under this policy”.

184/07

 Notice given by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty 
            Received 25th October 2007 
“That this Council include funding in the 2008 budget for the provision of a footpath and a cycle lane from the Bridge on the Ballyloughane roadway to the beach area. 

The footpath and cycle lane should be similar and complimentary too the one that's already in place along the newly constructed Ballyloughane promenade”. 
192/07

 Notice given by Cllr. M. Leahy        
 Received 5th November 2007

“That Galway City Council officially name the playing fields along by Renmore Avenue, “Nolan Park”. I propose this in memory of Pat Nolan, RIP, who together with Renmore Residents Assoc. recognised the need for the provision of open space for amenity and sport and in doing so, refused to sell the land to a developer, thus ensuring this invaluable amenity remains available today for use by the local community. This vision has facilitated the huge participation in sport in the Renmore area. The area in question is not an official address and there are no dwellings or buildings located on the site. In addition, the family of the late Pat Nolan reside in Ballyloughaun and are in agreement with the proposal and proud have this initiative considered. Furthermore, I propose that this official naming be placed on an appropriate plaque with an appropriate inscription to be erected near or on the site”.

196/07

Notice given by Cllr. M. Leahy & Cllr. D. Callanan          
Received 5th November 2007

“That this Council calls on the Minister of Environment, John Gormley, T.D. to investigate the potential of a Market Equalisation measure with regard to the waste collection market”.

160/07

 Notice given by Cllr. Colette Connolly          
           Received 5th October 2007 Resubmitted 16th November 2007 
“That this Council initiate a Framework Plan for Ceannt Station in the interest of providing a public transport system for Galway as outlined in the CDP and CBD Gaillimh Beo and Briomhar”.

161/07

 Notice given by Cllr. Colette Connolly          
           Received 5th October 2007 Resubmitted 16th November 2007 
“That this Council prohibit the erection of ESB substations on public footpaths; that they be sited at all times in an area that will be least likely to affect the visual amenity of the area; that all substations be housed in stone”.

204/07

 Notice given by Cllr. B. Cameron 
Received 26th November 2007
“That Galway City Council calls on the Government to restore Child Benefit as a universal payment that is paid to every child living in Ireland and to comply with international state obligations, government policy and ordinary standards of human decency”.
171/07 
Notice given by Cllr. Catherine Connolly     
Received 9th October 2007 Resubmitted 11/12/07

Iarrann muid ar an mBainistíocht i gComhairle Cathrach na Gaillimhe na céimeanna riachtanacha go léir is gá a thógáil chun aitheantas oifigiúil a bhaint amach do Ghaillimh mar Chathair Dhátheangach d'fhonn go mbainfí an stádas seo amach faoi 31 Nollaig 2008. 

We request that the Management in Galway City Council take all the necessary steps towards achieving official designation of Galway as a Bilingual city with a view to achieving the status by December 2008. 

150/07 
Notice given by Cllr. P. Conneely 
           Received 17th September 2007 Resubmitted 8/01/08
“In light of the lack of public confidences in officials in City Hall, that Galway City Council resolve that the Minister for the Environment and the Dept. of the Environment immediately appoint a Senior Official to manage the Water Service Division in Galway City Council”.

19/04

 Notice given by Cllr. Colette Connolly
Received 5th July 2004 Resubmitted 16/01/2008
“In the interest of public safety I would ask that provision of public lighting and footpath on Circular Road be prioritised as a matter of urgency”. 

52/08 
 
 Notice given by Cllr. P. Conneely
Received 5th February 2008 Resubmitted 02/03/2008

“That Galway City Council resolve that all “Professional Services” used by Galway City Council are competitive”.

53/08
 
Notice given by Cllr. P. Conneely
Received 5th February 2008 Resubmitted 02/03/2008

“That the specially designed Edward Delaney sculpture (selected after an extensive national competition) and erected on the Quincentary Bridge in 1998, be re-erected in a suitable location”.

54/08

 Notice given by Cllr. P. Conneely
Received 5th February 2008 Resubmitted 02/03/2008
“That Galway City Council review its Customer Service Charter with the view to ensure that Elected Members queries are responded to promptly”.

82/08

 Notice given by Cllr. Catherine Connolly  
  

  Received 4th March 2008
That this Council examine as a matter of urgency the real possibility of replacing the Salthill Airshow (now that it has been confirmed publicly by the Organizers that it is not going ahead) with a Festival similar to the very successful An Tostal Festival which took place in Salthill and that if necessary a special committee with interested parties from the City and Conemara be set up to spear head this replacement.

46/08
 
Notice given by Cllr. Catherine Connolly
Received 5th February 2008 Resubmitted 04/03/2008

“That this Council calls for the immediate appointment of a Biodiversity Officer and that this Council receive as a matter of urgency the agreed annual review report of the Galway City Habitat Inventory”.
85/08
 
Notice given by Cllr. Catherine Connolly  
  

  Received 4th March 2008
That this Council deplores the withdrawal of funds from the very successful Mother’s project situated in Prospect Hill and calls on the Minister of State Sean Haughey to re-instate the funding and further to place the funding on a secure and annual basis.

86/08

 Notice given by Cllr. Catherine Connolly  
  
 
 Received 4th March 2008
In view of previous Motion tabled re the provision of a site for a School of Music and the commitment given that a report would be brought back before the City Council in a matter of months and given the substantial amount of time which has elapsed with no report, that this Council now commit to the provision of a site for a School of Music in the City

101/08
 
Notice given by Cllr. Colette Connolly
  
  
Received 26th March 2008
“This Council notes the increase in agency employment throughout the economy.

We are aware that many workers from home and abroad are offered agency employment when they are seeking direct and permanent employment.

We understand trade unions have raised concerns that many of these workers are retained on minimum conditions and in some instances are not receiving all their entitlements

Agency employment should not be used as an unnecessary substitute for direct employment or as a mechanism for avoidance of or undermining of fair pay and conditions.

Noting that legislation will come before the Oireachtas on the issue of Agency 

Employment, this Council recommends to the Minister that the principle of equal treatment should be included in any such legislation on this issue”.

107/08
 Notice given by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty


Received 7th April 2008

“I am requesting that this Council would consider taking away part of the footpath at the Glenina Heights junction, exiting onto the Dublin Road.

Currently traffic coming from the Mervue area that needs to take a left turn onto the Dublin Road have to wait long periods particularly if there are buses or trucks waiting to take a right turn onto this roadway. 

The removal of part of the pathway at this junction would help greatly to give easy access to east bound traffic.”

132/08
Notice given by Cllr. M.J. Crowe & Cllr. J. Connolly 


 
Received 23rd May 2008
"That this Council call on the people of Galway for a yes vote in the upcoming Lisbon Treaty".

142/08
 Notice given by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty


 
Received 2nd July 2008
“In the interest of the safety of the city’s walking public I call on Galway City Council to relocate the pedestrian crossing at Victoria Place to the southwest of Eyre Square to link the area near the bus stop at the AIB bank to the pedestrian area on the west of Eyre Square adjacent to the entrance to Eyre Square shopping centre. On a daily basis hundreds of pedestrians, emanating from the Forster Street, Tourist Office, Rail and Bus Station and the Meyrick Hotel, are crossing the road on the corner and the existing crossing is not being used”. 

146/08
 Notice given by Cllr. M. Leahy



 Received 6th July 2008
“That Galway City Council issue an immediate report to the elected Council as to current position re acquisition of land for Park & Ride initiatives. This report to indicate whether Public Notices have been advertised in the media seeking expressions of interest from land owners. As the Dept of Transport have indicated for some time that there is funding ringfenced for such initiatives, it is imperative that Galway capitilize of this funding, and that such facilities should be in operation prior to the commencement of the Volvo Ocean Race”.

147/08
 Notice given by Cllr. Colette Connolly



 Received 8th July 2008
“Recognising that the will of the people as expressed at the ballot box is sovereign, and recognising that if all member states of the EU do not ratify the Lisbon Treaty it does not pass into law, and further recognising that the people of Ireland exercised their rights as citizens to reject the Lisbon Treaty, this Council rejects the calls from Europe to re-run the Lisbon Treaty referendum, and we call on the EU Commission, the EU Council of Ministers, the EU Parliament and the authorities in the other EU states to accept and respect the verdict of the Irish people, as they accepted the will of the French and Dutch people following their decision to reject the EU Constitution.”

148/08
 Notice given by Cllr. Catherine Connolly 



 Received 8th July 2008
“That this City Council calls for the government and in particular the Department of Local Government and Environment to take all necessary and appropriate steps including if necessary the introduction of legislation/regulations to provide for the return of bottles and/or cans to source and the payment of deposit thereon as part of an overall recycling strategy and that this motion if passed be forwarded to the appropriate Department for an urgent report/reply to same”.

152/08
 Notice given by Cllr. Catherine Connolly 


 
Received 8th July 2008
“That this Council call on the Government to set up a full time Task Force to contain, combat and eradicate the Lagarosiphon and Zebra Mussel  infestation of the Corrib given the very serious threat such infestation poses to the Bio-Diversity of the Corrib, to navigation of the Corrib and to the quality of our drinking water”.

154/08
 Notice given by Cllr. Catherine Connolly 



 Received 8th July 2008
That this Council receive an immediate report updating Councillors on the number of Discharge Licences currently held by businesses throughout the City, the nature of the conditions/obligations involved and clarification on the enforcement of the conditions/obligations set out in these Licences given the unacceptable and ongoing discharge of oils, fats and greases into our waterways and also clarification on whether any prosecutions have been taken by the City Council.

158/08
 Notice given by Cllr. B. Cameron 



 Received 15th July 2008
“In light of the recent publication by the Law Reform Commission on legislative recommendations on property management companies Galway City Council calls on the Minister of D.O.E.H.L.G. to bring forward legislation as previously promised”.

160/08
 Notice given by Cllr. B. Cameron 



 Received 15th July 2008
“That Galway City Council call on the Minister for Education to;

i.    
Implement an emergency 3 year programme to upgrade school buildings

ii. Use surplus capacity in the construction sector to deliver this building programme, also providing valuable employment

iii.  Using available capital monies to finance this significant investment, by borrowing if necessary”.

163/08
 Notice given by Cllr. M. Leahy


 
Received 3rd August 2008
“Having regard to the severe lack of amenity and sporting facilities in the Castlegar area, and taking cognizance of the proposed construction of further high density housing in the area, and the agreement in principal of land owners to dispose of RA zoned lands adjacent to the Castlegar village enclave, in the vicinity of the Sandy River and leading to Terryland Forest Park, I propose that that Galway City Council proceed immediately to purchase these lands to enable the community in partnership with Galway City Council, to develop a variety of facilities such as sports facilities, playgrounds, neighbourhood park, community hall, and in view of the part/Gaeltacht status, a heritage centre. It is imperative that such facilities be provided within walking distance of this growing community if we are serious about proper planning, addressing our car dependency, preventing rather than addressing social problems including anti-social behaviour and in general, living up to our Healthy City and Child Friendly Status.

164/08
 Notice given by Cllr. B. Cameron



 Received 27th August 2008

That Galway City Council investigate the implementation of a bye law to prohibit the placing of election posters in the City Centre, Dock Area and Salthill Promenade for the European and Local Elections 2009 given the fact that they coincide with the Volvo Ocean Race.
165/08
 Notice given by Cllr. B. Cameron


 
Received 27th August 2008

That Galway City Council invite Mr. John Henry Director of the Dublin Transportation Office to give a presentation to the Council with the same agenda as presented to Galway Transport Forum and some Transport Stakeholders on Tuesday 22nd of July in Galway County Council Chambers.
168/08
 Notice given by Cllrs. B. Cameron & T. Costello


 
Received 28th August 2008

Galway City Council calls on the Minister for Environment, Housing and Local Government to accede to the previous request from this Council to provide an additional €650,000 in order that 112 applicants for Disabled Person’s Grant Scheme and the Essential Repairs Grant Scheme, Housing Adaptation Grant for people with a Disability and Mobility Aids Grant Scheme and Housing Aid for Older People Scheme be accommodated now rather than 2009, given that their applications are already approved.

186/08
 Notice given by Cllr. Catherine Connolly


 
Received 15th September 2008
That in view of the very delicate situation which pertains at Glengad Beach in the Erris Penninsula in North Mayo and in particular the crisis which exists as a result of Maura Harrington’s decision to remain on Hunger Strike, that this Council urgently calls on the Minister of Marine and Natural Resources to immediately and personally intervene to resolve the crisis and in particular to take steps to examine the alternative solution put forward by various community groups and members of the clergy including Pobal Le Cheile and Pobal Chill Chomáin.
187/08
 Notice given by Cllr. Catherine Connolly



 Received 15th September 2008
That this City Council calls on the Minister of Education to urgently examine and rectify the numerous anomalies and inequalities which exist pertaining to the administration and award of Gaeltacht Scholarships to Leaving Certificate Students as compared with other scholarships awarded and further that this City Council calls on the Minister to meet with the representative group of parents who have repeatedly written to the Department of Education in this regard and to no avail and in particular  subsequent to their request for such a meeting in their letter addressed to the Minister dated the 11th August 2008.

188/08
 Notice given by Cllr. D. Callanan


 
Received 15th September 2008

“That this Council send a cross party delegation to Waterford to view their leisure complex and to assist that City Manager in drafting proposals for the financing of the proposed leisure complexes in Knocknacarra and Doughiska.”

190/08
 Notice given by Cllr. Catherine Connolly



 Received 30th September 2008

“That this Council receive an immediate update on what progress has been made re the construction of the Knocknacarra Community Centre given the unanimous approval by the elected members last April of the plans presented to them and also an outline of the time frame involved to completion and confirmation that the said Community Centre will be multi-functional”

195/08
Notice given by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty


 
Received 1st October 2008

“That this council provide funding in the 2009 budget for the purpose of resurfacing the tarmac area in the park in Pearse Avenue Mervue. Due to wear and tear over the years the residents in this area, particularly families with young children have made representations to have this area resurfaced”.
196/08
Notice given by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty


 
Received 1st October 2008

“That this council consider taking away part of the wide footpaths on both sides of the roadway close to the roundabout near the Parkmore estate, Ballybrit, for the purpose of creating bus bays at the bus stops.

The two bus stops are directly opposite each other and the complaints that I am receiving is that due to them having to park on the main road, that this is causing traffic jams particularly as they are very close to the roundabout.”
198/08
Notice given by Cllr. B. Cameron


 
Received 6th October 2008

“That Galway City Council provide monies in the upcoming budget for the completion of fencing at Corrib Park stretching from Siobhan McKenna Rd. to Thomas Hynes Rd.”

199/08
Notice given by Cllr. B. Cameron


 
Received 6th October 2008

“That Galway City Council install dish kerbing on main Newcastle Rd. from Greenfields Estate to Newcastle Park where necessary, as some have already been completed.”
200/08
Notice given by Cllr. B. Cameron


 
Received 6th October 2008

“That Galway City Council ring fences monies either from recently allocated RAPID funding or in forthcoming budget in order to further advance the provision of a UEFA mini pitch at a chosen location in the Westside.”
204/08
Notice given by Cllr. Brolcháin N.Ó.


 
Received 9th October 2008

“That Galway City Council supports the demand of the Irish Human Rights Commission for a system of inspection of foreign aircraft to ensure that Ireland is never, even unwittingly, an accessory to rendition or torture.”

205/08
Notice given by Cllr. Brolcháin N.Ó.


 
Received 15th October 2008

“That Galway City Council facilitate the new Cycle to Work scheme outlined in Budget 2009 by providing a network of safe cycle routes to places of employment”.

206/08
Notice given by Cllr. Brolcháin N.Ó.


 
Received 15th October 2008

“That Galway City Council will provide bicycles for its employees including senior management and Councillors under the Cycle to Work scheme outlined in Budget 2009”.

208/08
Notice given by Cllr. B. Cameron


 
Received 22nd October 2008

“That Galway City Council opposes the cutbacks in education as introduced in the recent budget. These cutbacks such as increasing the pupil-teacher ratio, loss of such posts as Home School Liaison in some schools, loss of school book grants, reduction in places on the Back to Education initiative and other such cutbacks, will greatly disimprove the educational services offered to young people and those returning to education. Galway City Council calls for such cutbacks to be immediately withdrawn.”

210/08
Notice given by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty


 
Received 29th October 2008

“That this council provide funding in the 2009 budget for the purpose of creating a pathway through the large green open area from St Oliver Plunkett Church Renmore, to Arbutus Avenue.

The residents have made numerous requests for this facility, particularly the elderly residing in this area, as they are finding it very difficult to have to walk the long way round to the church. (I have been making representations to Mr Tom Hernon regarding this situation)”

213/08
Notice given by Cllr. P. Conneely


 
Received 4th November 2008

“That Galway City Council be given a full up to date report on the recent High Court Judgement - Galway City Council v Samuel Kingston Construction, and the financial implications of same and the total costs to date.”
45/08
 
Notice given by Cllr. Catherine Connolly
Received 5th February 2008 Resubmitted 4/11/2008
“That pursuant to section 202 and 203 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and as amended that this Council declare the South Park to be an area of special amenity by reason of its (a) outstanding natural beauty and (b) its special recreational value and that all necessary and appropriate steps are taken to confirm same”.

47/08

 Notice given by Cllr. Catherine Connolly
Received 5th February 2008 Resubmitted 4/11/2008

“That this Council receive an update report on the implementation of the Galway City Heritage Plan 2006-2010”.

214/08
Notice given by Cllr. Catherine Connolly
Received 4th November 2008
“That this Council examine the various possibilities for the open/green area on Mutton Island including a walled organic garden and in consultation with interested parties including the Civic Trust.”

217/08
Notice given by Cllrs. M. Leahy, J. Connolly & M.J. Crowe
Received 10th November 2008
“That Galway City Council nominate the 1st Monday in December (1stDecember) as Senior Citizens Day.”

219/08
Notice given by Cllr. Brolcháin N.Ó.
Received 12th November 2008

“That Galway City Council will seek to purchase (by CPO or otherwise) the remaining amenity zoned lands adjacent to Lough Rusheen between Knocknacarra Cross and the former Hunters Caravan Park in order to safeguard and preserve the enormous heritage and amenity value of these lands for Galway City. This purchase can be partially funded by leasing out sections of these lands for suitable amenity activities such as Horse Riding and Windsurfing.”

223/08
Notice given by Cllr. D. Lyons
Received 17th November 2008

“That Galway City Council in consultation with the local sporting clubs Knocknacarra F.C., Salthill Knocknacarra GAA and Knocknacarra Hockey identify a site and develop an all weather playing surface in the Knocknacarra area as a matter of urgency.”

225/08
Notice given by Cllr. J. Connolly
Received 17th November 2008

“That Galway City Council would initiate a system of sports grants along the same lines as currently operates under the arts grant provided by the council.”

226/08
Notice given by Cllr. J. Connolly
Received 17th November 2008

“That Galway City Council would make it a condition of grant allocations that the group seeking the grant should have a policy on substance abuse.”
227/08
Notice given by Cllr. J. Connolly
Received 17th November 2008

“That Galway City Council would undertake an investigation into the procurement process undergone for the purpose of developing a public/private gym and swimming pool facility on the Cappagh Rd, a project which has now been abandoned by the proposed developer."
229/08          Notice given by Cllr. Catherine Connolly
Received 18th November 2008

“Given the Council’s commitment to the provision of a safe looped cycle/walk along the Grattan continuing the safe cycle/walk way from South Park - that this Council receive a report on the progress to-date in this regard and time limits for completion of same.”
232/08          Notice given by Cllr. B. Cameron
Received 21st November 2008

“That Galway City Council recognises the positive role that posters play in prompting the democratic process at election times and is opposed to any decision that may be taken by Central Government that would result in the abolition of their use.”

233/08          Notice given by Cllrs. B. Cameron, T. Costello & Colette Connolly
Received 21st November 2008

“Calls on this Council to include the following proposals in the Development Plans, all Local Action plan and make them an integral part of the annual estimates:

1. Library Service:

· Increase the number of activities in libraries to promote reading.

· Increase opening hours, especially in the evenings after school.

· Establish a six day a week service in every library and move towards a seven day a week service in main libraries.

· Ensure that all libraries publish community outreach plans and work in partnership with schools and community groups to maximise participation in library activities.

2. Homework clubs:

· Councils to identify local authority estates where homework clubs could be established.

· Council Community Development section to staff and deliver a quality homework club service within the community. 

· Council Housing Department to oversee the development of the service and to source funding from other agencies if necessary.

3. Housing Policy

· The eradication of educational disadvantage to be enshrined in the mission statement of the Council development plan.

· Social/Affordable housing provided by the Council or given permission by the council must have space to fit a quiet study area for a child to do their homework or read for recreation.

· Housing policy on local authority estates must also facilitate homework clubs by making community rooms available for this purpose.

· Apartment size guidelines to promote reading and learning in the home.

4. Parental Empowerment

· Introduction of a ‘Baby Loves Books’ Scheme where literacy packs are given to young parents through local community créches in conjunction with other state agencies and also to initiate family literacy courses for parents through the library service.

· Introduction of ‘Family Learning through Sport’ Scheme where sports development officers initiate a sports coaching course based on the Sunderland FC/Dublin Docklands Development Authority model where parents and children are engaged in a course which focuses on parenting skills and literacy through the medium of sport.

· Libraries to stock publications in relation to various learning difficulties and to facilitate parents in learning more about their children’s conditions and how to help.”

237/08          Notice given by Cllr. M. Leahy
Received 26th November 2008

"That Galway City Council conduct an immediate risk assessment of the Merlin Park Hospital Junction on the Dublin Road, incorporating the current layout which provides for entry/exit to retail facilities opposite the hospital. Such an assessment to incorporate all exits/entry routes and risks associated with same, including the current practice of motorists reversing out onto bus lane from such retail facilities. That Galway City Council liaise with the Gardaí in this regard and in making available a report to the elected members, include an accident history with regard to this area, to include, hospital exit/entrance, entry to and from retail businesses and residential estates in the immediate vicinity. That the findings/recommendations of such an assessment, be implemented as a matter of urgency to reduce the obvious substantial risk to life arising from the current layout."

238/08          Notice given by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty
Received 26th November 2008

“I am calling on Galway City Council to give recognition to Ken Bruen, the Galway born crime novelist, who has won major International awards for his works and is now recognised as one of the world’s leading crime writers. Ken, whose family hails from Eyre Square, through his Jack Taylor novels which are all set in Galway has brought unprecedented publicity to our city. A previous motion in 2004 calling for recognition for this great Galwegian has not yet been acted on.”

239/08          Notice given by Cllr. Colette Connolly
Received 2nd December 2008

“That this Council install signage alerting the public to the danger presented in crossing to Hare Island due to tidal changes.”

03/09

Notice given by Cllr. Catherine Connolly


Received 6th January 2009

“In view of the total confusion and/or lack of information that exists in relation to the new scheme introduced under the recent budget in relation to the provision of financial incentives to encourage more employees to use bicycles - that this Council receive written clarification as soon as possible from the relevant Minister’s department in relation to the said scheme including comprehensive information on how precisely the scheme will operate.”
06/09

Notice given by Cllr. M. Leahy


Received 11th January 2009

“That City Council will take cognisance of the recent unauthorised works carried out by the Irish wheelchair Society on homes in Cul Ard which were provided for Independent living for persons with disabilities. Two out of four of these houses have, without planning permission, already been turned into offices, despite the site being provided by Galway City Council for independent living for persons with disabilities. I am calling on Galway City Council to retain ownership of this site, as I understand it has not yet been formally handed over, and in view of the large expression of interest in sheltered housing, consider the provision of homes for independent living or sheltered housing in line with other successful schemes such as Suan or Melody Court.” 

193/08
Notice given by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty


 
Received 1st October 2008 Resubmitted 12/01/2009
“That this council consider removing the grass margin between the path and the roadway along Quinn Terrace, beside the 96 Walter Macken Apartments.

The residents have made this request due to all the parking there on a regular basis, particularly when there are funerals taking place in the Church just across the road from this area. On other occasions also such as, when there are football matches in the Mervue United Football Pitch. (Letter with signatures from the residents has been submitted to the T and I Department).”
194/08
Notice given by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty


 
Received 1st October 2008 Resubmitted 12/01/2009
“That this council provide funding in the 2009 budget to carryout works on the wooden railings on the Maisonettes both in Loughnane Place and Quinn Place Mervue, as requested by the residents

 Due to wear and tear over the years the railings now need to be repaired sanded and painted.”

09/09

Notice given by Cllr. D. Callanan


Received 19th January 2009

“Given the grave economic challenges facing ordinary workers and the proposed cutbacks in day to day services and the pay and conditions of worker, it is now time for the political class to give real leadership and not just tokenism. I therefore propose the following cutbacks as a minimum; 

1.
A 20% CUT in the number of T.D.'S, Senators, County City and Town Councillors, Members of Udaras Na Gaeltachta; 

2. 
A 20% CUT in The Numbers of Junior Ministers, Oireachtas Committees and Joint Oireachtas Committees; 

3. 
A 2O% CUT in all expenses and allowances paid to the above politicians together with M.E.P.'S; 

4.
Deferral of ALL pension payments to politicians until they reach the age 65.” 

19/09

Notice given by Cllr. P. Conneely


Received 20th January 2009

“That immediate Road/Street works be carried out at High Street/Cross Street junction to relieve flooding outside “Bunch of Grapes Bar.”

21/09

Notice given by Cllr. Colette Connolly


Received 20th January 2009

“That this Council implements immediately pedestrian friendly routes throughout the city as a matter of urgency.”

30/09

Notice given by Cllr. Colette Connolly


Received 3rd February 2009

“That this Council calls for the deletion of the proposed Government Harbours Amendment Bill 2008 Bill Section 11 to repeal the provision whereby local authorities nominate three of the directors on each board, and condemns the move towards increased privatisation of the port companies.”

31/09

Notice given by Cllr. B. Cameron


Received 6th February 2009

“That Galway City Council follow the example of Stockholm Community Council (who have decided not to renew the contract with Veolia to operate the City’s underground system as a result of Veolia’s involvement in a controversial tramway project that would connect Israeli-West Jerusalem with illegal Israeli settlements on occupied Palestinian territory) and not renew the Veolia contract for Galway Water Services.”

32/09

Notice given by Cllr. B. Cameron


Received 6th February 2009
“That we instruct the executive to ascertain how Stockholm Community Council decided not to renew the contract of the French company Veolia to operate the City’s underground meaning a loss to the company of €3.5bn.”

33/09

Notice given by Cllr. Colette Connolly


Received 13th February 2009

“That this Council calls on the Government to rescind the decision to abolish Special Needs teacher support in over 100 schools.”

34/09

Notice given by Cllr. M. Leahy


Received 14th February 2009

“That Galway City Council introduce bye laws which make it an offence to operate generators within residential estates or in close proximity to residential property. Such byelaws to provide for unavoidable circumstances in which case, written consent of the Local Authority would be required following consultation with residents.” 
36/09

Notice given by Cllr. Catherine Connolly


Received 17th February 2009

“That in view of the ongoing difficulties in the area of Pump Lane and in view of the identification of the lane as one of the hot spots for Public Order and Anti Social Behaviour that the Council immediately provide public lighting as a matter of urgency and further examine whatever other steps are necessary to reduce and remove the unacceptable behaviour in consultation with the Gardai.”
38/09

Notice given by Cllr. Catherine Connolly


Received 17th February 2009

“Following on from a previously submitted motion in relation to Millars Lane –that this Council now receive a report in relation to time frame for doing up the said lane including the provision of public lighting.”

39/09

Notice given by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty


Received 17th February 2009

“I am proposing that this council seek funding from the Department of Transport ( DOS ) to remove the Skerritt Roundabout at the Ballybane/Dublin Road junction and have it replaced with traffic lights, similar to what is proposed at the Moneenageisha Cross Roundabout. 

This I feel will benefit the traffic flow on the Dublin road and it will also help to reduce motorists from taking short cuts and rat running through the Renmore area and in particular Murrough Avenue.”

40/09

Notice given by Cllr. Colette Connolly


Received 18th February 2009

“That this Council calls on the Government to abandon its proposal to introduce the pension levy.”

41/09

Notice given by Cllr. M. Leahy


Received 21st February 2009

“That Galway City Council liaise with the Garda Traffic Division to investigate the current school warden location on the Renmore Road as a suitable location for a pedestrian crossing. The response to my motion 135/08 whereby it was stated that the signalised junction at Duggans was sufficient is not accepted. It is unreasonable to expect an ageing population walking from the Renmore Park area who wish to cross at the Renmore Avenue-Renmore Rd junction to walk to Duggans and back to the same junction again simply to cross the road to avail of essential community facilities.”
42/09

Notice given by Cllr. B. Cameron


Received 23rd February 2009

“That Galway City Council condemns the quarterly cuts in the Local Government Fund General Purposes Allocation from an expected 25% to 17% (€2 ¼ million in monetary terms to €1.53m) and calls on Minister Gormley to properly fund Local Authorities.”

43/09

Notice given by Cllr. B. Walsh


Received 23rd February 2009
“That Galway City Council install a pedestrian crossing on Renmore Road where it joins Renmore Avenue. This is an extremely dangerous section of road particularly for elderly people and children crossing the road to the local school and church.”

44/09

Notice given by Cllr. Colette Connolly


Received 24th February 2009

“That this Council demolish the toilets in Eyre Square and replace them with a pillar mail box design.”

45/09

Notice given by Cllrs. M.J. Crowe & T. O’Flaherty


Received 24th February 2009

“That Galway City Council proceed with a variation of the City Development Plan 2005-2011 to allow the construction of a family dwelling on family owned lands at Menlo, Galway for Mr. Stiofan Creaven and the variation process to be an item on the April meeting of Galway City Council.”
47/09

Notice given by Cllr. J. Connolly


Received 24th February 2009
"That the members receive a report on the impact the widening of the  Seamus Quirke Rd will have on the Westside recreational area."

48/09
Notice given by Cllrs. Colette Connolly, B. Cameron & T. Costello


Received 15th April 2009

That this Council condemns the latest Government proposal by Minister Finneran for Local Authorities to enter leasing agreements with developers with the intent to accommodate applicants on the Social Housing Waiting List as a permanent housing option.

And further that this Council requests such monies put aside by the Government for this scheme to be used for the purchase of additional housing units on the open market.
49/09
Notice given by Cllr. Colette Connolly


Received 3rd March 2009

“Recognising:

 (1) that Veolia is a leading partner in the consortium contracted to build a light railway system linking Israel to illegal settlements in occupied East Jerusalem 

(2) that the Irish Government and the U.N. does not recognise Israel’s annexation and occupation of East Jerusalem and have repeatedly stated their views that the Israeli settlements in East Jerusalem and the West Bank contravene international law.

(3) that Veolia’s involvement in the project is in contravention of  the U.N.’s stated demand that  Israel’s settlement activities and occupation should not be supported;  

This Council calls on the City Manager not to sign or renew any contracts with Veolia.”

50/09
Notice given by Cllr. B. Cameron


Received 9th March 2009

“That Galway City Council calls on the HSE to immediately provide a neuro-surgery unit in UCHG as part of a centre of excellence.”

28/09

Notice given by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty


Received 3rd February 2009 Resubmitted 10/03/2009
“That this Council review the enforcement procedures with regard to the display of signs.”
51/09
Notice given by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty


Received 30th March, 2009

“I propose that a householder in the Old Mervue area who has since the 1st January, 2009 replaced a lead service from the stopcock to the kitchen in their property, would be eligible to apply for any grant scheme that the Department may introduce.  This grant should only apply to home owners without a means test, except in the case where the property is in receipt of a rental income”.

52/09
Notice given by Cllr. J. Connolly


Received 30th March, 2009

"In light of the decision by An Bord Pleanala to refuse permission for the development of the outer city bypass from Gortacleava to Barna  that Galway City Council in consultation with Galway County Council  undertake a contingency plan that will provide for the inevitable  increase in traffic on the small rural roads on the Westside of the city and that the plan will provide for necessary improvements to these roads."

53/09
Notice given by Cllr. M. Leahy


Received 31st March, 2009
Given the indication to me that Bus Eireann are anxious to provide a bus service to the Lurgan Park/Gleann Rua area of Renmore, and given that the response to my representations to them identifies a ramp on Murrough Avenue as an obstacle to such an initiative, I am requesting that Galway City Council remove this ramp and replace it with one of the newer ramp designs that facilitates buses. Bus Eireann are at an advanced stage to roll out their new "radial" service and as such, a bus service to this area of Renmore, (currently without) will allow the bus to exit Renmore at the roundabout adjacent to the Corrib Gt Southern Hotel and make full use of the in-bound bus lane. I am requesting that this request be responded to immediately in light of the imminent revision in Renmore bus routes.
54/09
Notice given by Cllr. Colette Connolly 


Received 14th April 2009
“I would ask for the immediate repair of the footpath along Presentation Rd from the Junction of Newcastle Rd up to the Canal, which currently poses a severe Health & Safety risk to pedestrians”.

55/09
Notice given by Cllr. Colette Connolly 


Received 14th April 2009
“I would ask for the immediate repair of the footpath at the pedestrian crossing, Cooke’s Corner, which currently poses a severe Health & Safety risk to pedestrians”.

56/09
Notice given by Cllr. Brolcháin N.Ó. 


Received 14th April 2009
“That Galway City Council will facilitate the connection of the cottages with septic tanks at the main entrance to Ballybrit Racecourse to the main sewage network”.
57/09
Notice given by Cllr. M. Leahy 


Received 15th April 2009
“That Galway City Council immediately address the issue of the inappropriately located and incorrect design of the chicane, (for which Rapid funding was provided 3 years ago), which now serves as a traffic hazard at the entrance to Fana Glass, and proceed to relocate it as agreed during our on site visit in July 2008”.

7.
CONFERENCES
1. 
Trevor/Bowen Summer School 2009
Paki Fitz’s Conference Centre, Mitchelstown, Co. Cork.

1st – 3rd May, 2009.

2. 
Tipperary Peace Convention
Ballykisteen Hotel + Golf Resort, Ballykisteen, Limerick.


 30th April to 2nd May, 2009

3. 
Western Rail Corridor Conference 

McWilliam Park Hotel, Claremorris, Co. Mayo

1st May 2009

4. Energy from Waste

Carrigaline Court Hotel, Carrigaline, Co. Cork.

7th – 8th May, 2009.

5.
Planters Valley Conference  

The Valley Hotel, Fivemiletown, Co. Tyrone.

22nd – 23rd May, 2009.

6.
Ireland at the Crossroads Seminar  

Kingsley Hotel, Cork City.

30th April – 2nd May 2009

8. QUESTIONS
Submitted by Cllr. Catherine Connolly, 6th May 2008 

“Given the ongoing problem with illegal dumping in the vicinity of the new District Centre in Knocknacarra and in particular near the road which has not been taken in charge, can this area be inspected and cleaned up as a matter of urgency”.

Submitted by Cllr. Catherine Connolly, 8th July 2008:
“Can the abandoned bicycles at various stands throughout the City be removed immediately and clarification given on what the Council’s policy is in this regard and in particular how often the said bicycles are removed and/or will be removed given the unsightly mess and on occasions the nuisance and danger the abandoned bicycles pose to pedestrians”.


Submitted by Cllr. Catherine Connolly, 4th November 2008:

Given the ongoing and very serious interference with the residents’ entitlement to quiet and peaceful enjoyment of their homes by the constant loading and unloading of cars, vans and lorries directly outside their home and given the City Council’s confirmation by written response to previous question on this issue setting out that further consultations were to take place with the Chief Fire Officer re pedestrianization of Whitehall can the Elected Members now receive an update on what progress has been made and what solution is planned.  

Submitted by Cllr. Catherine Connolly, 4th November 2008:
Could the Elected Members receive an immediate clarification on the position re a waiting list for planned allotments in the City including whether there is such a waiting list, the number on same and the criteria for getting on the list.

Submitted by Cllr. Catherine Connolly, 18th November 2008:

Given previous representations by various City Councillors by Motions and otherwise in relation to the opening up of the Nora Barnacle Bridge (subject to consultation and agreement with the local residents in relation to daily opening and closing times) and the refurbishment of the grassed banks which are in a very bad state and given the unanimous support of the Natural Environment and Waterways Committee for the opening of the same bridge, can this Council receive a reply as to why this has not happened and also when it is going to happen.

Submitted by Cllr. M. Leahy, 11th December 2008:

I am requesting that a chronological report be issued immediately to the elected members with regard to apparent planning regularities at no 134 College Rd., Galway. This report to include details of all planning complaints lodged regarding this property to include complaints with regard to the alleged grab of publically owned land to the side and rear of this property. The report is also to provide copies of responses from City Council and details with regard to any and all actions taken by Galway City Council to date. Finally this report also to include planned action with regard to alleged planning breaches, giving time frames for such action.

Submitted by Cllr. M. Leahy, 11th January 2009:

Re: Grazing Lands at Old Ballybane Road:

In light of the approval of funding from the Corporate Services budget in October 2008, to enable the Parks Department to proceed with the repair of the fence enclosing approximately 3 acres of City Council owned land, and in view of the ongoing presence of unauthorised horses on this unsecured site which is bordered on 2 sides by public road, I am requesting the following information;

· When will this fence be repaired.

· What steps are being taken to remove and prevent the presence of unauthorised unregistered horses on this land.

· When will the land grazing tendering process be advertised.

Submitted by Cllr. Catherine Connolly, 17th February 2009:

What is the precise number of Affordable Houses/Units which currently remain empty and unoccupied in the City, giving the numbers as per each estate whether public authority and/or private and the length they have remained empty.

Submitted by Cllr. Catherine Connolly, 17th February 2009:
Specify precisely the number of Houses/Units comprised under the Rental Accommodations scheme, where exactly the houses are in the City and the nature of the Unit/House, the number and names of the landlords, the lengths of the various leases in question, the amounts of rent paid and precisely how it is paid and calculated.

Submitted by Cllrs. M. Leahy & B. Walsh, 11th March 2009:

With reference to Planning Ref 08/380 and An Bord Pleanala ref PL/61230483 decision dated 9th March 2009, issuing a decision not to grant planning for retention of 107 Monivea Park for use as GP Surgery, citing reasons such as that the development would seriously injure the recreational amenity in this residential area and that it would interfere with proper planning and unsustainable development in the area, I am requesting that Galway City Council now issue an immediate planning report to the elected members outlining the numbers of enforcement notices already served with regard to 107 and 108 Monivea Park, the dates served, all action taken by the Planning Department and the planned action by Galway City Council ,including timeframes, given that numbers 107 and 108 continue to be used as a GP surgery and given that it appears West Doc are also operating from this premises on occasions.

Submitted by Cllr. D. Callanan, 16th March 2009:
Of the development Levies collected up until the 31st of December, 2008, what is the amount unspent, where is the money and what is the current balance of that account?  What is the balance on City Council’s current account with the Bank of Ireland as at Friday 13th of March?

Submitted by Cllr. Catherine Connolly, 14th April, 2009

Can this Council be informed as a matter of urgency as to the position re the taking in charge of the new road between Rahoon and Western Distributor Raod along by Millar’s Lane Pitches and specifically why the Council is not taking the road in charge given the urgent need for same and the unsightly nature of the road as it stands with boulders and rubbish etc

Submitted by Cllr. Catherine Connolly, 14th April, 2009
Can this Council receive confirmation that the wall in Gort Greine has been or is being repaired as a matter of urgency given the state of the wall and the complaints received about it from the residents of the estate and particularly in relation to health and safety.
9. CORRESPONDENCE
(a) Correspondences dated 19th March, 2009 from the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government re: Measures to Support Economic Activity.

Copy Herewith

(b) Revised Regional and Local Road Grants Allocation 2009

Copy Herewith

(c) Report on Development Contribution Levies dated 14th April 2009

Copy Herewith

10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
22
3

