Minutes of Special Meeting of Galway City Council, held on Wednesday 6th April, 2005, at City Hall, College Road, Galway to convey the sympathy of the City Council.


Presiding:
Cllr. Catherine Connolly, Mayor of the City of Galway.
Present:
Councillors: D. Callanan; B. Cameron; P. Conneely; Colette Connolly; J. Connolly; T. Costello; M. Leahy; D. Lyons; J. Mulholland, T. O’Flaherty and B. Walsh. 

In Attendance:          
Mr. J. O’Neill, Deputy City Manager, 

 


Mr. T. Hernon, Director of Services,

 

Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services, 

 

Mr. J. Considine, Senior Executive Officer,



Ms. M. Gibsey, Ass. Staff Officer.

Apologies:

Councillors:  Brolcháin N. Ó; M. J. Crowe; D. McDonnell.

Conveying of Sympathy on the Death of His Holiness Pope John Paul II R.I.P

The Mayor Cllr. Catherine Connolly advised the elected Council that the purpose of this special meeting was to convey the sympathy of the City Council and express condolences on the death of his Holiness Pope John Paul II R.I.P and she invited comments from Councillors.

Cllr. M. Leahy then formally proposed; 

“a vote of sympathy on the death of his Holiness Pope John Paul II”. 

 This was seconded by Cllr. D. Lyons and agreed unanimously.

Councillors then proceeded to pay tribute to the late Pope John Paul II.  Some Councillors recalled his visit to Galway in 1979 and the special memories the visit held for them referring to the sense of joy peace and enjoyment experienced on the occasion and the resulting affinity held by the Pope for the people of Ireland in the years since his visit.  Councillors paid tribute to his life and his many qualities and in particular, 

· His difficult young life including the loss of his parents at a young age.

· His ability to travel to so many countries during his pontificate including areas of poverty and oppression.

· His encouragement of solidarity against communism.

· His tireless opposition to totalitarianism.

· His ability to deal with politicians and to engage in dialogue with Muslim

and Jewish leaders and to cross all boundaries.

· His constant wish for peace in the world and his opposition to all wars including the war in Iraq,

· His sense of  honesty and support for peoples rights,

· His belief in young people,

· His ability to forgive his assassin.

· The consistency of his message over the period of his pontificate.

Some Councillors while praising the late Pope also referred to him as a complex man with liberal views in may issues yet conservative in certain views, they referred in particular to his failure to support Archbishop Romero, his intolerance for liberal theologians and his stance on the role of women in the church.  Councillors generally referred to him as a great Pope, a great loss to the church, a charismatic man, an extraordinary force for good, a noble man with a sense of family and a champion of youth.  

The need to acknowledge the great sense of loss to the people of Poland was also referred to and the number of people travelling to his funeral particularly the number of young people was attributed to this affinity for the youth.

The Mayor Cllr. Catherine Connolly paid tribute to the late Pope John Paul II, and also paid tribute to him in Irish in recognition of his ability as a linguist and his attempt to speak to the people in Irish on his visit to Ireland.  She stated that whether one agreed with him or not he was a very accomplished man in all aspects of his life, she praised him for the consistency of his message, his quest for peace, his sense of intolerance of injustice, his belief in the afterlife and she stated that the world will be a poorer place in his absence.  

Duirt sí go gcaithfidh gach duine a adhmhail, is cuma ar aontaigh siad lena chuid tuairimí nó nár aontaigh gur chaith sé a shaol go h-iomlán ar gach bealach, in a gcuid dualgais mar phópa, ina chaitheamh aimsire fear mór sport a bhí ann, ina scriobhneoir, ina aisteoir, ina theangeolaí.

I ndáirire nuair a bhreathnaíonn tú ar mar dhuine ba dhuine iontach é.

Duine láidir, diograiseach, duthrachtách, duine a bhí dílis dá gcreideamh agus a  bhí mar cheannaire na hEaglaise Caitlicí le beagnach tríocha blian anuas.  Níor aontaigh sé le cogadh nó an lámh láidir cur ar bith ach b’fheidir níos tábhachtaí, rinne sé a dhicheall chun siochán a chur chun cinn ar fud an domhain.

Is cinnte gur fhulaing sé go mór le cúpla blian anuas agus cé go bhfuil deireadh tagtha leis an bhfulaingt sin agus lena shaol daonna -  ar lámh eile tá tús curtha lena shaol nua lena Dhia.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.
Mr. Joe O’Neill, Deputy City Manager apologised on behalf of the City Manager, Mr. Joe MacGrath, who was unable to attend the meeting due to commitments outside Galway on the day.  He expressed sympathy on this own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the City Council on the death of his Holiness Pope John Paul II and he endorsed the many tributes paid by Councillors.  He stated that Galway was fortunate to have had his visit and referred to his death as a great loss both to the church and to the people.

The meeting then concluded.

1
1

