Minutes of Special Meeting of Galway City Council, held on Monday 19th December 2005 in City Hall, College Road, Galway.

Presiding:
Cllr. B. Walsh, Mayor of the City of Galway.
Present:
Councillors: Brolcháin N. Ó; B. Cameron; D. Callanan; P. Conneely; Catherine Connolly; Colette Connolly; J. Connolly; T. Costello; M. J. Crowe; M. Leahy; D. Lyons; D. McDonnell; J. Mulholland and T. O’Flaherty. 

In Attendance: 
Mr. J. MacGrath, City Manager,

                        Mr. J. O’Neill, Director of Services,

                        Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services,



Mr. T. Hernon, Director of Services,


  

Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services,



Mr. J. Considine, Senior Executive Officer,



Mr. J. Tansey, Senior Engineer,



Mr. M. Burke, Senior Executive Officer,



Mr. R. Brennan, Senior Executive Engineer,



Ms. C. Quirke, Assistant Staff Officer.

(1) Reports of Committee Meetings

(a) Reports from Procedures Committee Meeting held on Monday 12th December 2005 re: Meetings Procedures:

The Mayor Cllr. B. Walsh referred to the Budget meeting just ended and stated that he hoped that the same spirit of co-operation would apply at this meeting and that comments made by some Councillors to him at the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 12th December might be withdrawn or apologised for.  

Cllr. Catherine Connolly advised that she had resorted to the action taken at the meeting on 12th December reluctantly, that the proposed commencement time of 5.00 p.m. for meetings did not take account of the fact that Cllr. Colette Connolly cannot attend at that time and that they had co-operated for the three month trial period despite the fact that it did not suit.  She proposed that the matter be deferred for consideration until January 2006 when all had a chance to calm down.

The Mayor Cllr. B. Walsh then proposed that:

“all meetings of the City Council, including special meetings, commence in future at 6.15 p.m., continue until 9.00 p.m., with a maximum extension to 10.00 p.m. and that meetings be held once a month on the second Monday of the month”.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Callanan.

Cllr. Catherine Connolly proposed the following amendment:

“that the time of the meetings be 7.00 p.m.”.  

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly.  

Following further debate, the Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the amendment proposed by Cllr. Catherine Connolly which resulted as follows:

In favour:
4

Against:
10

Abstentions:
1

The Mayor declared the motion defeated.

Cllr. Catherine Connolly then proposed the following amendment:

“that the commencement time of meetings be 6.30 p.m. for the period from January to June 2006”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly.

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the amendment, clarifying that all meetings between January 1st and June 2006 including Special Meetings commence at 6.30 p.m., continue until 9.30 p.m. with a maximum extension of one hour if necessary and that meetings be held once a month on the second Monday of the month.  This resulted as follows:

In favour:
8

Against:
7

Abstentions:
1

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

It was further agreed that the January meeting of the City Council be held on Monday 23rd January 2006 as recommended by the Procedures Committee.

2. Business Prescribed by Statute

(a) To Authorise the raising of a loan for Part V Affordable Housing at Sruthán Mhuirlinne, Ballybane:

It was proposed by Cllr. M.J. Crowe, seconded by Cllr. T. Costello and agreed to authorise the raising of a loan in the sum of €10,938,000.00 from the H.F.A. for the purpose of issuing loans to borrowers to purchase houses under the Affordable Housing Scheme.

3. Any Other Business

Notice of Motions from Agenda for Ordinary Meeting of 12th December 2005.

114/05

Notice given by Cllr. Colette Connolly (received 22/11/05)

Standing Order No. 22 – Motion for dealing with urgent business 

The Mayor Cllr. B. Walsh called for a vote to be taken to determine if the notice of motion should be dealt with as urgent business and it was agreed that it should be dealt with.

Cllr. Colette Connolly then proposed the motion as follows:

“in view of the voluntary work done by Galway Contact in delivering services to the elderly, that this Council looks at whether it could fund this years Christmas Party for the elderly”.

The City Manager advised that Galway Contact was one of a number of charities providing such services and that funding of one charity would set a precedent which could not be sustained.  Mr. P.J. Mc Govern further advised that the City Council would not be entitled to fund such a social event.

In view of this advice, Cllr. Colette Connolly agreed to withdraw her motion.

125/04

Notice given by Cllr. Pádraig Conneely (received 28/11/05)



Standing Order No. 22 – Motion for dealing with urgent business

The Mayor called for a vote to determine if this notice of motion be dealt with as urgent business and it was agreed that it should be dealt with.

Cllr. P. Conneely then proposed:

“that Galway City Council urgently review the traffic calming measures installed at Siobhán McKenna Road”.

Cllr. Colette Connolly seconded the motion and pointed out that notice of motion no. 126/05 of a similar nature was submitted by four Councillors including Cllr. P. Conneely.

The Mayor Cllr. B. Walsh called for a vote to be taken which resulted as follows:

In favour:
10

Against:
5

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

Invitation to Christmas Eve Mass and Mass of Peace on 1st January 2006:

Mr. J. Considine S.E.O. brought to the attention of Councillors the invitation extended to them to attend Christmas Eve Mass at Galway Cathedral at 10.00 p.m. on 24th December 2005 and the Mass of Peace at Galway Cathedral on Sunday 1st January 2006 at both of which robes were to be worn.  
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