Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council, held on Monday, 14th February, 2005 at 7.00 p.m., at City Hall, College Road, Galway.

Presiding:
Cllr. Catherine Connolly, Mayor of the City of Galway.
Present:
Councillors: Brolcháin N. Ó; D. Callanan; B. Cameron; P. Conneely; Colette Connolly; J. Connolly; T. Costello; M. J. Crowe; M. Leahy; D. Lyons; D. McDonnell, J. Mulholland, T. O’Flaherty and B. Walsh. 

In Attendance:          
Mr. J. MacGrath, City Manager




Mr. J. O’Neill, Director of Services, 

 


Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services, 

 

Mr. T. Hernon, Director of Services,

 

Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services

,                       Mr. J. Considine, Senior Executive Officer,

 

Ms. C. Phelan, Senior Planner,



Mr. R. Brennan, Senior Executive Engineer,



Ms. M. Gibsey, Assistant Staff Officer,



Mr. E. Waldron, P. J. Tobin & Co.,


    

Mr. P. Fogarty, P. J. Tobin & Co.,

 

Ms.I. Mannion, P. J. Tobin & Co.

· The Mayor, Cllr. C. Connolly welcomed the new City Manager, Mr. Joe MacGrath to Galway and to his first meeting of the City Council.  Cllr. J. Mulholland, on behalf of the Fine Gael Group, Cllr. D. McDonnell on behalf of the Progressive Democrat Councillors, Cllr. M. Leahy on behalf of the Fianna Fáil Councillors, Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó, Green Party Councillor and Cllr. D. Callinan, Sinn Féin Councillor, all welcomed Mr. MacGrath to the City Council and stated that they looked forward to working in co-operation with him.
Mr. J. MacGrath, City Manager, thanked the Mayor and Councillors for their words of welcome.  He stated that it is an honour for him to be City Manager in Galway and that he looked forward to working with the Council.  He referred to the large workload to be undertaken and brought forward.  He thanked Mr. J. O’Neill who had held the position temporarily for the past few months for the work he had done and he looked forward to working with the skilled staff of the Council in the future.

· Cllr. D. Lyons proposed a vote of sympathy to the English family of Knocknacarragh Park on the tragic death of their parents, Shay & Theresa English, R..I.P., who died in a road accident at Oranmore.
This was seconded by Cllr. J. Mulholland and agreed unanimously.

-------------------------------------------------   

1. Presentation:        Galway Main Drainage Stage 3.
The Mayor, Cllr. C. Connolly, welcomed Mr. E. Waldron, Mr. P. Fogarty and Ms. I. Mannion of P. J. Tobin & Co., who were in attendance to give this presentation to the Council and she sought the co-operation of the elected Council to get through the long agenda for the meeting.

The City Manager, in inviting Mr. P. Fogarty to give his presentation, stated that Galway City is expanding rapidly and that there is need to plan for the future.  He stated that one of the issues of concern seems to be the capacity of the Mutton Island Treatment Plant and he advised that he is satisfied that there is no cause for this concern.  He stated that having visited the treatment plant since his arrival he found that it is an efficient and well-run facility capable of serving the needs of the city in the immediate and near future.

Mr. P. Fogarty then proceeded to make his presentation to the elected Council.  Following the presentation the Mayor invited questions from the elected Council.

The following were among the main questions and concerns raised by Councillors;

· What the proposed upgrade of the Mutton Island plant will cost

· What capacity remained at Mutton Island at present and why was it close to full capacity since it was intended to serve the needs of the City to 2017.

· The amount of surface water being allowed into Mutton Island plant and whether there are plans to divert this directly to sea.

· Whether the existing plant can accommodate sewerage from new areas such as Ardaun Corridor or whether its limitations could halt development in such areas.

· Whether there are many areas of the City still not connected to the plant such as Nun’s Island Street and when they will be connected.

· When the plant envisaged for the west of the City will come on stream.

· Whether water conservation ideas are being put in place.

· Whether EU funding will be available for future schemes.

· Whether the plans for upgrading of Mutton Island Plant allow for a 25% or 40% increase in capacity and what population it could serve.

· Whether it is a priority to repair the City’s existing drainage network.

· What disruption the upgrade of the existing network would have on city streets.

Mr. Fogarty responded to the questions and concerns raised by Councillors and in particular advised that;

the survey extends from just west of Barna to just east of Athenry and southwards to Kilcolgan and Clarenbridge;  that some surface water is getting into the network but that it is not possible to exclude all; that some sections of the existing sewerage network in the City do not have sufficient capacity and new pipes may have to be fitted but that no-dig technology will be used as far as possible to minimise disruption.

With regard to the capacity of the Mutton Island Plant he advised that the effluent standard from  the plant is better than that required by regulation;

that only 3 of the 4 aeration tanks in the plant, which are the main part of the facility, are being used at present, which indicates that there is still an amount of capacity remaining; that any upgrade of the facility will have to be within the existing sea wall and that what is proposed will involve change to the plant in place and minor additional plant; that final figures on the increased capacity envisaged are not yet available but that it would be between 25 – 40%; that at this early stage in the survewy costs are not yet determined; that the changes to the plant will result in significantly increased throughput and will be cost effective.

In response to a complaint made by some Councillors that questions raised relating to costs, timeframe and capacity had not been answered by Mr. Fogarty, he then explained to the elected Council that this report was being brought to them at an early stage, that the E.I.S. for Stage 3 was being prepared in consultation with the statutory agencies;  that the City Manager had requested that the report be brought before Council before the E.I.S. is done and that this is therefore an initial report only at an early stage of the survey.  He advised that;  the survey is also examining the extent of properties such as those at Nun’s Island Street which remain to be connected to the plant.  With regard to effects on developments he advised that bringing the fourth aeration tank into operation will increase capacity sufficiently, so that there will be no problem for development in the immediate and near future.  He advised that a preliminary report on Stage 3 will be coming before the Council in May 2005.

In answer to further questions raised by Councillors he advised that the Plant proposed for the east side of the City following the upgrade of Mutton Island will cater for Oranmore area and south of Oranmore, Athenry and also Ardaun Corridor area and he explained that the existing pumping station at Merlin Park, which currently pumps sewerage inwards from Oranmore to Mutton Island, could be used to pump sewerage in reverse to the East side plant.  He advised that the question of providing a plant to the west of the City would have to be considered in light of the outcome of these developments.

The City Manager stated that the City is fortunate to have a plant such as Mutton island which has additional capacity at this stage and he recommended to the elected Council that the three stage proposals being recommended by the consultants report be proceeded with.  He advised Councillors that the preliminary report coming forward in May 2005 will answer the questions raised by them more fully, and he stressed the importance of not giving a negative message in relation to the future development of the City.

The Mayor then thanked Mr. Fogarty and his associates for the presentation and stated that she looked forward to the preliminary report in May.

· At the suggestion of the Mayor, Cllr. C. Connolly, it was then agreed to take a three minute break before proceeding with the remainder of the Agenda having regard to the number of sets of Minutes of Meetings to be considered for adoption.

· On resumption of the Meeting the Mayor, Cllr. C. Connolly brought to the attention of Councillors a circular from Aware regarding the Aware 20th Anniversary Summer Walk in Galway City on 8th May, details of which were being circulated to Councillors at her request.

· In answer to a request made by Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó, the Mayor, Cllr. C. Connolly advised that she would consider his request to deal with Notice of Motion, No. 22/05, at the end of the Meeting.

2..  MINUTES:

Confirmation of:

(a)  Minutes of Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 29th 

       November 2004.

On the proposition of Cllr. T. O’Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. T. Costello, the

      Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 29th 

November 2004 were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

Matters Arising:

· In answer to a question raised by Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó regarding the accuracy of 

      the Minutes relating to Notice of Motion 50/04 on Page 6 of the Minutes, it was 

      agreed, following discussion, that the Minutes substantially recorded the business

      of the Meeting regarding that Motion.

· In answer to a question raised by Cllr. Colette Connolly in relation to Notice of

      Motion 44/04 on Page 9 of the Minutes, Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services 

      advised that no planning application had been lodged for Taylor’s Pub in 

      Dominick Street.  He also advised, in answer to a further question raised, that 

      having adopted the Development Plan the listing of additional buildings in the 

      Record of Protected Structure under the Act will now be brought forward, and it is 

      intended that 30 additional buildings will be brought forward for inclusion in the

      Record within the next couple of weeks.

· Cllr. P. Conneely referred to Notice of Motion No. 13/01 on Page 8 of the

Minutes and stated that since the issue of Mayoral transport was now resolved to his

      satisfaction he wished to question the statement made by the Mayor when the 

Notice of Motion 13/01 was being considered.  The Mayor objected to him

      raising the issue and when he persisted she advised that if he did not desist she

       would rule him out of order.

(b)  Minutes of Annual Budget Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 6thDecember 2004.
        On the proposition of Cllr. T. Costello, seconded by Cllr. M. Leahy the Minutes of Annual Budget Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 6th December 2005 were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

Matters Arising:

·  In answer to a question raised by Cllr. D. Callanan the Mayor Cllr. C. Connolly 
advised that she hoped to deal with the question from Cllr. Callanan regarding 

       provision of electricity at Carrowbrowne Halting Site as set out in Item No. 10, at 

       the end of the Meeting.
· In response to a question raised by Cllr. D. Lyons, Mr. T. Hernon, Director of 
       Services, advised that the breakdown of School Wardens by area etc., as 

       mentioned on Page 5 of the Minutes will be provided to Councillors shortly.
·  In answer to a question raised by Cllr. D. McDonnell it was agreed that details of 
       contact numbers of staff available for emergency cover requested by Councillors

       before Christmas will be provided.
(c)
Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 13th 

       December 2004.

On the proposition of Cllr. D. McDonnell, seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 13th December 2005 were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

Matters Arising:
· At the request of Cllr. Colette Connolly it was agreed to amend the fourth paragraph on Page 7 of the Minutes to record as follows;  after the word “inaccurate” on the second line;  “and explained that she did not refuse to allow the issue to be raised and did allow it under any other business with the agreement of Cllr. D. Callanan and members present”.

· In answer to a question raised by the Mayor, Cllr. C. Connolly arising from the fourth Bullet point on Page 3 of the Minutes, Mr. C. Hayes advised that the works at Beal Srutha were completed by 23/12/2004 but that he did not have the up-to-date information on the tarmacking and landscaping works which were delayed due to weather conditions at the time.  He advised that he would revert to the elected Council on that issue.  In answer to a concern raised by Cllr. D. Callanan as to the colour of bollards erected at Beal Srutha, Mr. C. Hayes also agreed to examine the bollards and revert to the Council.

(d) Minutes of Adjourned Statutory Budget Meeting of Galway City Council held 

       on Tuesday 14th December 2004.

On the proposition of Cllr. D. McDonnell, seconded by Cllr. T. Costello the Minutes of the Adjourned Statutory Budget Meeting of Galway City Council held on Tuesday 14th December 2004 were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

(e )
Minutes of Adjourned Statutory Budget Meeting held on Monday 20th December 2004.


On the proposition of Cllr. T. Costello, seconded by Cllr. B. Cameron the Minutes of the Adjourned Statutory Budget Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 20th December 2004 were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

Matters Arising:
· In answer to a question raised by Cllr. D. Lyons arising from the second bullet point on Page 2 of the Minutes, Mr. J. O’Neill, Director of Services advised that the schedule of Meetings as agreed is being compiled and will be forwarded to Councillors shortly.

· Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó requested that the quotation in the last sentence on Page 7 of the Minutes be amended by addition of the word “some of” between the words “and” and “the” in the first line.

Following debate on this proposal, the Mayor called for a vote to be taken to determine if the amendment to the Minute be allowed.  The vote resulted as follows:-

In favour:
7

Against:
5

Abstained:
3

The Mayor declared the amendment agreed.

(f) Minutes of Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on Thursday 13th 

January 2005.

       On the proposition of Cllr. J. Mulholland, seconded by Cllr. M. Leahy the Minutes of the Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on Thursday 13th January 2005 were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

Matters Arising:
In answer to a question raised by Cllr. D. Lyons arising from the second last paragrah on Page 2 of the Minutes the Mayor, Cllr. C. Connolly advised that the matter could be raised when considering item 4(d) on the Agenda.

(g)   Minutes of Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 17th

       January 2005.

       On the proposition of Cllr. J. Mulholland, seconded by Cllr. B. Cameron the

Minutes of the Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 17th January 2005 were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

(h)  Minutes of the Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 24th

       January 2005.

On the proposition of Cllr. J. Mulholland, seconded by Cllr. T. Costello the Minutes of the Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 24the January 2005 were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

(i)  Minutes of Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on Wednesday 26th 
January 2005.
On the proposition of Cllr. D. McDonnell, seconded by Cllr. J. Mulholland the Minutes of the Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on Wednesday 26th January 2005 were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

Matters Arising:
·  At the suggestion of Cllr. P. Conneely it was agreed to amend the last line of 

       Minutes on Page 10 to read as follows:-

The Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly declared the Motion defeated.

(j) Minutes of Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on Thursday 27th January 2005.

On the proposition of Cllr. M. Leahy, seconded by Cllr. J. Mulholland the Minutes of the Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on Thursday 27th January 2005 were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

Matters Arising:


At the request of Cllr. M. J. Crowe it was agreed to amend the vote recorded on Amendment No. A26 on Page 9 of the Minutes to record as follows;


In Favour:
  
10


Abstentions:
 5

(k) Minutes of Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 31st January 2005.

On the proposition of Cllr. J. Connolly, seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty the Minutes of the Special Meeting of GalwayCity Council held on Monday 31st January 2005 were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

3. REPORTS OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS:
(a) Report of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on Monday 22nd November 

      2004.
On the proposition of Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó, seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly it was agreed to adopt the report of the Meeting of the Corporate Policy Group held on Monday, 22nd November 2004.

(b) Report of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on Monday 6th December 2004.

On the proposition of Cllr. Colette Connolly, seconded by Cllr. M. Leahy it was agreed to adopt the Report of the Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on Monday 6th December 2004.

Matters Arising:

· In answer to a question raised by Cllr. D. Lyons arising from the last bullet point on Page 5 of the Minutes, Mr. Thomas Connell, Director of Services, advised that a schedule of street cleaning dates are being prepared and that he will revert to the elected Council when it has been completed.
· In answer to a question raised by Cllr. P. Conneely, Mr. J. O’Neill, Director of Services, advised that the Garda Bicycle Unit has been established and is in place.
· Cllr. B. Cameron referred to Item 4 of the Report and advised that he wished to bring to attention that the Newcastle Combined Community Association were the first to have an interest in the site in question and that they did not want their plans delayed or hampered because of the Croi involvement in the site.
It was pointed out that this was clarified at a later meeting.

· Cllr. T. O’Flaherty referred to Page 2 of the Report and the reference therein to the increasing problems of fires and public order offences at Halloween and she requested that this issue be brought back on the Agenda at a future meeting for discussion.
(c ) Report of Environment Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 18th May 

2004.

On the proposition of Cllr. M. Leahy, seconded by Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó it was agreed to adopt the Report of the Meeting of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee held on 18th May 2004.

Matters Arising:

· At the request of Cllr. Colette Connolly it was agreed to give details to Councillors of the seven direlict sites on the direlict sites register referred to in Item 3 of the Report.

(d) Report of Environment Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 8th November 2004.
On the proposition of Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó, seconded by Cllr. M. Leahy it was agreed to adopt the Report of the Meeting of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee held on 8th November 2004.

Matters Arising:

· In answer to a question raised by Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó arising from Item 5 on the report, Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services, advised that the discussion document on “Dig Safe” received from Mr. Tony Freeney is being considered by other Directors of Services and that he will bring the matter back to the Strategic Policy Committee.

(e) Report of Planning Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 19th November 2004.

On the proposition of Cllr. D. Lyons, seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty it was agreed to adopt the Report of the Planning Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 19th November 2004.

As it was now 9.00 p.m. it was proposed by Cllr. J. Mulholland, seconded by Cllr. T. Costello and agreed to extend the duration of the Meeting to 9.30 p.m. in order to allow for further consideration of the Agenda.

Matters Arising:

·  In answer to questions raised by Cllr. D. McDonnell, Mr. C. Hayes advised that;

 the City Council will be examining issues related to Ardaun Action Area Plan and

     will be coming back before City Council in the first half of this year, he also advised

      two-thirds of the lands which are in the Ardaun Corridor are in the Co. Council area

and one-third in the City area, that the Action Area Plan will be prepared jointly with the Co. Council and that a preliminary report will be brought before Council for the purpose of consultation.  

·  In answer to a question raised by Cllr. B. Walsh, Mr. C. Hayes further advised that

        he would revert to the Council to advise if preparation of the Plan would involve 

     voting on individual lands.

(f)  Report of Housing Straegic Policy Committee Meeting held on 8th December  

2004.
On the proposition of Cllr. Connolly, seconded by Cllr. B. Walsh it was agreed to

  adopt the Report of the Housing Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 8thDecember 2004.

Matters Arising:

Cllr. Colette Connolly stated that she had severe difficulty with the Minutes as recorded on Page 4 which recorded that she as chairperson of the Strategic Policy Committee “considered that it was not an appropriate forum to discuss the matter”.  She stated that what she did say was “that having regard to the sensitivity of the matter it was not appropriate to discuss it at this meeting but that it would be on an Agenda for a future Strategic Policy Committee Meeting”.


Cllr. D. Callanan stated that the accuracy of the Report was discussed at the last Meeting of the Housing Strategic Policy Committee and all members of the Strategic Policy Committee, except the Chairperson, agreed that the Report was accurate as recorded.


This was supported by other Councillors who are members of that Strategic Policy Committee.


Following discussion it was agreed at the suggestion of the Mayor, Cllr. C. Connolly, to record the statement made by Cllr. Colette Connolly and also the statement made by Cllr. D. Callanan.

4. CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS OF OFFICIALS:

(a) Corporate Plan 2004 – 2009:

Mr. J. O’Neill, Director of Services referred to the copy of the draft Corporate Plan already circulated to Councillors for the Meeting of Galway City Council to be held on 13th December 2004 and stated that this item had been on the Agenda for some time.  He referred Councillors to Part 3 of the Plan i.e., Process and Structure which sets out details of the consultation process undertaken in the preparation of the plan.  He advised that the plan sets out a framework for action by the City Council in the 5 year period to 2009, outlining its principal activities, the objectives for the five year period and the strategies for achieving these objectives.  He also advised how the plan will link with the Operational and Action plans for each department and that an annual report on the progress of the Plan will be brought before Council which will include a report on performance indicators set out in the Plan.

The City Manager then advised that the Plan has been considered and recommended by the Corporate Policy Group and that having examined the Plan he was happy to recommend it to the elected Council.  He also advised Councillors that local authorities are now required to measure their performance against 42 national service indicators, 31 of which apply to Galway City Council.  He advised that measurement against these indicators has been completed for the year to the 31st December 2004 and that it was his intention to bring the results for that period before the elected Council at its next Meeting subject to their approval. 

 Cllr. J. Mulholland proposed that;

“ a report on Service Indicators for the year 2004 be brought before the elected Council at its next meeting”.  

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello and agreed.

In answer to a question raised by Cllr. D. Lyons, Mr. J. O’Neill advised that a customer Action Plan will be prepared as a separate document from the Corporate Plan in the coming months.

In response to a request by Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó, Mr T. Connell, Director of Services agreed that the third Performance Indicator on Page 29 of the Draft Corporate Plan be changed to read

“the number of mature trees present in the city and the increase in the number of new trees”.

In answer to a question raised by Cllr. T. Costello as to the relevance of referring to the Connaught Waste Management Plan and the National Spatial Strategy in the plan, the City Manager advised that guidelines require that the Corporate Plan must have regard to the National Spatial Strategy and other regional and local plans and policies.

Cllr. D. McDonnell then proposed that;

“Galway City Council Draft Corporate Plan 2004 – 2009 be approved”.

This was seconded by Cllr. J. Mulholland and agreed.

In answer to further questions raised by Councillors Mr. J. O’Neill advised that the Draft Corporate Plan as presented complies with all relevant legislation and the Mayor, Cllr. C. Connolly advised that she will be adding a forewaard to the plan, the outline of which he advised to the Council.

5. CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS OF MAYOR:
None.

6. BUSINESS PRESCRIBED BY STATUTE:
(a) Part 8 Development – Reference LA 8/2004

Proposal for Tuam Road Permanent Residential Caravan Park:

Deferred.

(b) Nomination of two Councillors to the Western Inter-County Railway 

Committee:

Deferred.

(c) Part 8 Development – Proposed Residential Development at Clybaun Road, 

Galway:

Deferred.

(d) Ratification of Appointment of Members to the Local Traveller

Accommodation Consultative Committee:

Cllr. J. Mulholland proposed that;

“the appointment of members to the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee as set out in the report of Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services, dated 10th February, 2005 be ratified by the elected Council”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly and agreed.

Mr. C. Hayes agreed, at the suggestion of Cllr. Colette Connolly, that copies of all material circulated to the last Meeting of the Committee be circulated to the newly appointed members.

(e)  Declaration of a Road to be a Public Road:

It was proposed by Cllr. M. J. Crowe that;


“the road to the rear of Walsh’s Terrace, Woodquay, Galway be declared a

       a public road”

     This was seconded by Cllr. D. Lyons and agreed.

7. NOTOICE OF MOTIONS:
Deferred.

8. CONFERENCES:

(b)
NASC/EU Briefing Programme 2005 to be held on Tuesday 2nd and 

 
Wednesday 3rd March, 2005 in the Conference Centre at the NASC Office in 

Brussels.

The following members were proposed, seconded and agreed to attend the

above conference.

Cllr. D. McDonnell.

Cllr. T. O’Flaherty. 

(e) Wexford Historical Society 60th Anniversary Conference “Digging Wexford -

Development and Archaeology in a medieval town” –  to be held on 11th to 

13th March, 2005 at the Riverbank Hotel, Wexford.

The following member was proposed, seconded and agreed to attend the above conference.


Cllr. D. Lyons.

9. CORRESPONDENCE:


None.

As the time was now 9.30 p.m., Cllr. T. Costello proposed that the duration of the Meeting be extended by sufficient time to consider the question submitted by Cllr. D. Callanan at Item No. 10.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty and agreed.

10. QUESTIONS:  notice of which was given by members.
· Questions given by Cllr. Padraig Conneely on 9th December, 2004:
“That Galway City Council hold a Special Debate on its Policy in relation to Anti-Social Behaviour, and the Director of Services bring forward an urgent review of the Anti-Social Behaviour Policy”.

Deferred.

· Question given by Cllr. Daniel Callanan on 9th February, 2004:
Cllr. D. Callanan raised the following question:

“Given that the Council unanimously agreed prior to Christmas that electricity would be installed at the Carrowbrowne site, Headoford Road could the Councillors now be given an affirm date as to when this work can be expected to be completed.

Mr. C. Hayes then gave the following answer to the question, copy of which was circulated to Councillors at the Meeting;

Response:  In compliance with the decision of the City Council, the ESB was contacted with a view to the provision of electricity to the site, and meetings have been held with the ESB in the matter.

The provision of electricity to the site requires that power to be brought to the location in the first instance i.e. to an ESB substation.  It will then require to be brought from the substation to the individual bays.  As with the installation of all such infrastructure, it must be provided in compliance with the relevant Health and Safety regulations.

The matter was considered by the Housing SPC at its meeting of 28th January ’05, and by the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee on 9th February ’05.  The outcome of the latter meeting is the establishment of a committee comprising of public representatives, officials, Travellers residing at the site, and a Traveller organisation, to examine the various options and advance the issues at the earliest opportunity.  The committee is scheduled to meet on 17th February ’05.

Cllr. D. Callanan expressed his dissatisfaction with the response given and requested that a date be set for the supply of electricity to the site and the work be done.  

Mr. C. Hayes advised that while he agreed with the sentiments expressed by Cllr. Callanan the matter was not that simple.  He advised that cables etc., must be laid in the appropriate fashion involving excavation, that vacant possession of the site will be necessary and that a substation will have to be installed by the ESB.  He also advised that matters of health and safety were of prime importance.

At the suggestion of the Mayor, Cllr. C. Connolly it was agreed that an update on the matter be brought back before City Council at its next Meeting and that it be placed high on the Agenda.

The City Manager advised that he will impress on the ESB the urgency of getting electricity supply to the site.

------------------------------------------------------------------
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