Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council, held on Monday, 11th July 2005 at 7.00 p.m., in City Hall, College Road, Galway.

Presiding:
Cllr. B. Walsh, Mayor of the City of Galway.
Present:
Councillors: Brolcháin N. Ó; D.Callanan; P. Conneely; Catherine Connolly; Colette Connolly; J. Connolly; T. Costello; M. Leahy; D. Lyons; D. McDonnell  and T. O’Flaherty. 

In Attendance: 
Mr. J. MacGrath, City Manager,

                        Mr. J. O’Neill, Director of Services,

                        Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services,


  

Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services,



Mr. T. Hernon, Director of Services,



Ms. F. Mullarkey, Senior Executive Officer,

                        Mr. J. Considine, Senior Executive Officer,


 
Mr. P. Foley, Programme Manager, RAS Scheme,

                        Ms. M. Gibsey, Assistant Staff Officer.

Apologies:

Cllr. B. Cameron, Cllr. M. J. Crowe & Cllr. J. Mulholland.

· In the absence of the Mayor, Cllr. B. Walsh, due to official business, at the commencement of the meeting Deputy Mayor, Cllr. Colette Connolly took the chair pending the arrival of the Mayor.
1. MINUTES:

Confirmation of:

(a) Minutes of Annual Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 20th June 2005:

On the proposition of Cllr. T. Costello seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 20th June 2005 were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

Matters Arising:

At the request of Cllr. Catherine Connolly it was agreed to amend the minutes to record her opening address as outgoing Mayor in Irish as follows;

“Chuir an Méara fáilte roimh na Comhairleoirí agus a cairde ar fad chuig an chruinniú ag rá go raibh sí ag tnúth le Méara nua a thoghadh ach go raibh sí ag iarraidh seal beag a chaitheamh ar dtús ag breathnú siar ar an mbliain atá caite.

Dúirt sí gur pribhléid mór a bhí ann a bheith mar Mhéara na Gaillimhe, go háirithe di féin mar gur rugadh agus gur tógadh sa Chathair í, Cathair a bhfuil cáil uirthi mar Chathair Dhátheangach.  I ngeall ar seo, dúirt sí go raibh an-bhród uirthi gur éirigh léi an Ghaeilge a úsáid agus a chur chun cinn ní amháin ag ócáidí sa gCathair seo ach thar lear chomh maith.  Dar léi bhí an tuiscint ann gur le lucht na Gaeltachta an Ghaeilge agus go mbíodh faitíos ar dhaoine iarracht a dhéanamh í a labhairt.

Dúirt sí go raibh sé thar a bheith soiléar di, áfach, go bhfuil an-ghrá ag an ngnáthdhuine i nGaillimh don Ghaeilge ach go bhfuil easpa muiníne acu chun í a labhairt.  Tá súil aici, ainneoin go bhfuil sí féin fós ag foghlaim na teanga, go bhfeicfear gur linn go léir an Ghaeilge agus go spreagfaidh a cuid iarrachtaí daoine eile chun í a labhairt agus freisin ghlac sí buíochas le Breandán Ó hEaghra, Oifigeach na Gaeilge as ucht a chuid iarrachtaí laistigh den Chomhairle.

Ghlac an Méara buíochas freisin leis an mBainisteoir agus Iar-Bhainisteoir na Comhairle agus an fhoireann ar fad a choinníonn an áit ag imeacht.

Dúirt an Méara go raibh an bhliain deacair ar na cúiseanna seo leanas:

Ní raibh aon Bhainisteoir againn ar feadh beagnach sé mhí agus níl sin go maith d'aon chathair.

Bhí an bhliain deacair go leor freisin mar gheall ar bhás Bhríd Cummins.  Chuir a bás isteach go mór ar a lán daoine sa gCathair, ar na Comhairleoirí agus ar an bhfoireann ach go háirithe chuir sé isteach go mór ar an Méara go pearsanta agus in ainneoin na gearrthuairiscí agus na freagraí a fuair sí níl sí sásta go bhfuil deireadh leis an gcás seo go fóill.  D'iarr sí fiosriúchán poiblí agus tá sí féin agus clann Bhríd fós á iarraidh seo.

Dar ndóigh bhí Plean na Cathrach le hullmhú freisin agus bhí gá le go leor cruinnithe breise chun an Plean a thabhairt i gcrích.  Chuir sin a lán brú ar an gComhairle ar fad agus theastaigh uaithi buíochas a ghabháil leis na Comhairleoirí uilig agus leis an bhfoireann, leis na pleanálaithe ach go háirithe as ucht a gcomhoibriú agus a dtacaíocht.  Bhí sí sásta go ndearnadar an jab agus go raibh an Plean réitithe don spriocdáta.

-

Bhí deacrachtaí freisin ag baint leis an bhFaiche Mhór agus is cosúil nach bhfuil deireadh an scéil cloiste go fóill.
Bhí fadhbanna maidir le córas iompair an Mhéara freisin agus tá an-chosúlacht ann go bhfuil na fadhbanna sin beagnach réitithe anois.  Dúirt an Méara go mbeadh sé i bhfad níos fearr di dá mba rud go raibh an conradh socruithe amach i gceart roimh deireadh a tréimhse mar nach raibh aon bhaint ná páirt aici leis.  Dúirt sí go dtáinig maitheas as an bpraiseach seo, áfach, mar gur cuireadh barda pobail ar fáil di chun a bheith mar thiománaí agus d'éirigh thar barr leo.  Theastaigh uaithi buíochas a ghabháil go poiblí le Edward Conlon agus a chomhleacaí Michael Coffey as í a thabhairt ar fud na Cathrach.  D'fhoghlaim sí go leor faoi obair na mBárdaí Pobail ón mbeirt sin agus tá sé soiléar di chomh riachtannach agus atá an tseirbhís.  Tá ard-mholadh tuillte ag an mbeirt acu agus ag na Bardaí Pobail eile agus tá súil aici go ndéanfar postanna buana as an scéim phíolóta seo.

Dúirt an Méara gur fhoghlaim sí a lán rudaí eile le linn a tréimhse agus faoi mar a dúirt sí cheana ba pribhléid mhór é a bheith mar Mhéara.  Dúirt sí go raibh deis aici aithne a chur ar chuid d'ár twin cities, thug sí cuairt ar L'Orient, Milwaukee, Chicago agus Seattle.  Ba onóir mhór é a bheith mar ionadaí don Chathair sna háiteanna seo, dúirt sí.  Síleann an Méara go bhfuil a lán le foghlaim ó na cathracha seo, mar shampla tá L'Orient ar chomhmhéid le Cathair na Gaillimhe ach níl aon fhadhb tithíochta ann, níl aon chlampáil ann agus tá páirceáil saor in aisce le fáil, tá córas bus saor in aisce ar fáil i Seattle agus baintear úsáid mhaith as spás poiblí i Chicago agus Milwaukee.  Faraor, ní bhfuair an Méara deis dul go dtí an Danmhairg - twin city eile d'ár gcuid é Aalborg a bhfuil go leor le foghlaim i dtaobh córais iompair phoiblí, tá sé cloiste aici.

Chuaigh an Méara go Havana, Cuba, freisin cé nach bhfuileamar cúplaithe leo, chuaigh an córas oideachais agus sláinte i bhfeidhm uirthi.

D'éirigh léi cuairt thapaidh a thabhairt ar Coventry le haghaidh dinnéar Galway-Coventry Association, agus freisin tamall a chaitheamh san Ionad Imirceoirí ansin, áit ar bhuail sí lena lán daoine, ina measc daoine as Gaillimh.  Sén an rud a rith léi ag teacht ar ais ó Coventry ná go bhfuil dearmad déanta againn ar chúplú le cathracha i Sasana.  Tá sé dochreidte nach bhfuil muid ach cúplaithe le cathair amháin, Bradford agus nach bhfuil an cúpla sin ró-gníomhach.  Is mór an trua agus an náire, dár léi, é seo agus ba mhaith léi go ndéanfadh an Chomhairle gach iarracht chun é a cheartú.

Ceann de na buaicphointí eile a bhí aici mar mhéara ná gur thug a bliain deis di an méid oibre deonach ata á dhéanamh ar fud na Cathrach a fheiceáil.  Tá ard mholadh tuillte ag na daoine a thugann a gcuid ama, scileanna agus taithí saor in aisce, dúirt sí.

Dúirt an Méara freisin gur buaicphointe a bhí ann go raibh sí in ann cuairt a thabhairt ar na scoileanna ar fud na Cathrach agus an méid tógraí atá idir láimhe acu a fheiceáil, go háirithe ar son na timpeallachta.

Luaigh an Méara an Plean Forbartha Cathrach arís ag rá go bhfuil go leor cuspóirí maithe iniata ann, lena n-áirítear Scoil Cheoil, Córas Iompair Poiblí agus Lánaí Busanna agus Park & Ride.  Sén dúshlán don Chomhairle, dár léi, ná cinntiú go gcomhlíonfar na cuspóirí seo.

Mar fhocal scoir, dúirt an Méara gur dúshlán é freisin dóibh mar Chomhairleoirí ní amháin ceisteanna a chur ach cinntiú go bhfaightear freagraí mar gur chuid lárnach den chóras daonlathach é an próiseas seo agus go bhfuil ról le comhlíonadh acu mar ionadaithe thofa.

Ghuí an Méara gach rath ar an Méara nua, cibé cé hé nó hí, agus ar an Leas-Mhéara freisin.  Dúirt sí go raibh sí ag tnúth go mór le h-oibrí leo ar son na Cathrach”.
(b) Minutes of Adjourned Annual Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 27th June 2005:

On the proposition of Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó, seconded by Cllr. D. McDonnell the Minutes of the Adjourned Annual Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 27th June 2005 were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

(c) Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 27th June 2005:

On the proposition of Cllr. D. Callanan, seconded by Cllr. D. McDonnell, the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 27th June 2005 were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

Matters Arising:

· In response to a question raised by Cllr. P. Conneely arising from Page 2 of the Minutes relating to the Health Suite at Leisureland, Mr. T. Connell advised that he discussed the question of having a jacussi included in the project at a recent meeting of the Board of Leisureland, that the Board had decided to ask the consultants to the project to examine this issue and to revert to him.  He advised that on receipt of the report from the Board he will bring the matter back before the Council.
· Arising from the last paragraph on Page 5 of the Minutes relating to Eyre Square Enhancement Project, Cllr. P. Conneely referred to the letter since received from the City Manager stating that the latest date for receipt of questions was Friday 8th July and he asked if further questions could still be submitted by him at this stage. He stated that he and other Councillors should be allowed to continue to submit questions prior to the Special Meeting on 20th July.  Some Councillors supported Cllr. P. Conneely while others felt that some time limit should be imposed in fairness to officials but not Friday 8th July.
The City Manager, in response, stated that the whole purpose of the Meeting on 20th July is to have questions raised and answered, that already 170 questions had been submitted and that the timeframe for answering these questions was short particularly as he and the staff are currently moving forward with plans to appoint a new contractor to the project.  He stated that in the circumstances he can expend the energy of the staff involved to answer the questions submitted or in appointing a new contractor and that Councillors will have to understand that the number of questions being submitted is an issue.

Following further debate it was proposed by Cllr. D. McDonnell:

“that submission of questions be allowed to continue to Wednesday13th/Thursday 14th July and that answers be given to all questions if possible at the meeting on 20th July.

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly and agreed.

It was agreed that questions which duplicate each other could be combined for answering purposes in the Manager’s Report.

----------------

· Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó then questioned when his Notice of Motion No. 71 on the Agenda, submitted under Standing Order No. 22 (Urgent Business) could be considered.

It was proposed by Cllr. D. McDonnell, seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly and agreed that the motion be considered at the end of the meeting.

· Cllr. P. Conneely proposed a vote of congratulations to both the Galway Minor and Senior Football Teams on their success in the Connacht Finals at Pearse Stadium on Sunday 10th July.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello and agreed.

· Cllr. D. Lyons proposed a vote of congratulations to the many other Galway sporting teams who had successes at the weekend.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. McDonnell and agreed.

· Cllr. D. McDonnell proposed a vote of sympathy to the families of the victims of the helicopter accident at Derrybrien, Co. Galway, on Saturday, 9th July.

This was seconded by Cllr. M. Leahy and agreed.

· Cllr. D. McDonnell also proposed a vote of sympathy to the Mayor of London on the recent London bombing atrocity.

This was seconded by Cllr. M. Leahy and agreed.

Cllr. D. Callanan proposed that the sympathy also be extended to include those who are dying daily in Iraq.  This was agreed and Cllr. P. Conneely requested that it also include the bodies of those hidden by the I.R.A. in the north and not given back.

· Cllr. M. Leahy proposed a vote of congratulations to the people who raised money for the Guide Dogs for the Blind.

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly and agreed.

2. REPORTS OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS:
None.

3. CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS OF OFFICIALS:
(a) Rental Accommodation Scheme:
Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services, made a presentation to the Elected Council on the Rental Accommodation Scheme giving an overview of the scheme, its objective and operation, the benefits of the scheme and its implementation timescale.  A copy of this presentation was also circulated to Councillors at the meeting.

At the suggestion of Cllr. Catherine Connolly it was agreed that Councillors be allowed to ask a number of specific questions on the scheme before using their normal three-minute allocation.

The Mayor, Cllr. B. Walsh joined the meeting at 7.30 and took the chair for the remainder of the meeting.

A lengthy debate followed in which some Councillors expressed their disappointment with the scheme while others, questioning elements of the scheme, welcomed the fact that as a housing option the scheme is now properly under the control of the Local Authority rather than the H.S. E.  The following were among the main issues of concern to Councillors;

· That the scheme is a waste of resources and that the resources should be used to fund building of houses to deal with the housing crises.

· Whether the scheme has a hidden agenda of getting more private rented dwellings registered with the Tenancy Board.

· Whether the scheme is linked to houses that should have been delivered to Local Authorities under Part V of the Planning & Development Act.

· Whether the scheme addresses the poverty trap issue and how.

· What will happen when the present glut of housing on the market reduces.

· That the City Council, while paying rents to landlords has no guarantee of occupation of the houses and that it is therefore a manner of subsidising landlords and guaranteeing rents to them.

· That there is nothing to show that the Part V process is being implemented.

· Whether there had been problems for the H.S.E. in administering the old scheme.

Many Councillors raised concerns re staffing issues and the lack of detail on these issues in the scheme as presented.  Questions raised by Councillors related to:

· The number of staff required to run the scheme and whether the staff embargo applies to recruitment of such staff.
· Whether the housing department staff, who are already overworked, can cope with the added burden of administering the scheme.
· That the scheme may result in the diversion of existing resources and staff and this may negatively affect existing housing stock.
· Who will be responsible for the maintenance of the properties involved and who will accept and monitor complaints arising regarding maintenance.
· Whether the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government will provide increased funding through the Local Government Fund annually to finance the operation of the scheme.
The following further questions were also raised:

· What type of dwellings will be taken for the scheme and whether apartment blocks will be accepted.
· Who will carry out inspection of the properties to ensure they meet minimum standards.
· Whether C.2 certificates will be required of landlords.
· Whether deposits already paid to landlords by tenants in receipt of rental subsidy will be now refunded.
· Whether the scheme allows for a rent review by landlords.
· Whether the Local Authorities will have more control over anti-social behaviour than the H.S.E.
· Whether tenants receive credit for their years on RAS in future tenant purchase schemes.
· Whether people can remain on the housing waiting list if benefiting from the RAS Scheme and whether it will have the effect of reducing the list.
Mr. C. Hayes, in response to issues raised, advised that it is intended to employ two staff members in addition to Mr. P. Foley, who has been appointed as Programme Manager for the scheme; that in relation to the poverty trap, under the old scheme if the tenant gained employment they may loose the scheme but that under the new RAS scheme the tenant is entitled to gain employment and will be charged on a differential rent scheme based on their earnings; that the new scheme provides for the long term housing needs of the tenant while the old scheme provided rental supplement only; that the scheme will initially target existing landlords where tenants are already in receipt of rental subsidy; that all properties will have to comply with the minimum standard in accordance with legislation; that minimum standard applies to a range of issues including central heating; that the RAS scheme has no bearing on the Part V Process under the Planning Act and that the properties coming under the scheme will have no relationship to these coming under the Part V;  that tenants in receipt of RAS may remain on the Housing Waiting List if they require social housing; that existing housing stock will not be negatively affected by the operation of this scheme; that the people already on rental supplement through the H.S.E. are already in private rented accommodation of their choice and that an analysis of the 1,260 against the housing waiting list shows that approximately 400 are common to both and therefore on the list for that purpose; that the Local Authority will allocate to vacancies arising in properties accepted for the scheme; that it is hoped that landlords may reduce their rents to the Local Authority in view of the benefits to them from the scheme; that building control staff employed by the City Council will also be involved in assessing the properties;  that under the present system tenants may be housed in apartments or houses but that no decision has yet been made as to whether apartment blocks will be accepted for the scheme particularly if sufficient houses become available; that no penalty will apply to persons under the scheme until they have refused three reasonable offers of accommodation; that the option for a rent review will be included in the contract entered into with landlords.  Regarding update of the scheme he advised that a client seminar has been held at which forty landlords attended and that a further seminar is planned for September.  He also confirmed, in response to questions raised that;  C.2 certificates will be required of landlords; that a months rent in advance will be required of tenants taking up accommodation; that the income from the scheme will be used towards staffing costs and that the scheme is intended to be self financing; that no credit will be given in tenant purchase schemes for time spent on RAS accommodation nor to tenants currently in receipt of rental supplement; Councillors suggested that this aspect should be further examined.

Cllr. Catherine Connolly then proposed that:

“The City Council condemn the pilot scheme out of hand”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly.

Following further questions and brief debate Cllr. D. McDonnell proposed the following amendment:

“That this Council request the additional staff required to implement the scheme in a fair and proper manner”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty.

As the time was now 9.00 p.m. it was proposed by Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó, seconded by Cllr. D. McDonnell and agreed to extend the duration of the meeting by thirty (30) minutes in order to further consider the agenda.

The City Manager, commenting on the scheme, advised that it is a national scheme and that for many years Local Authorities have been seeking to gain full control over housing options including the rental subsidy scheme.  He stated that he was not going to accept the cost of running this scheme falling on the City council and that costs will have to be covered by the scheme.  He advised that it is intended to commence the scheme with  (2) two additional staff and that he has no doubt that extra staff will be provided if warranted.  He further advised that it would be far more beneficial for the Council to seek specific items to assist the operation of the scheme rather than agreeing or disagreeing with it.  He stated that the scheme is a significant improvement on the existing rental supplement scheme.

The Mayor, Cllr. B. Walsh, then called for a vote to be taken on the amendment proposed by Cllr. D. McDonnell and seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flahertyy which resulted as follows;

In favour:    5

Against:       7

The Mayor declared the motion defeated and called for a vote to be taken on the original motion proposed by Cllr. Catherine Connolly and seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly which resulted as follows;

In favour:     7

Against:       5

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

(b) Planning:

           Deferred.

(c) Variations of Galway City Development Plan 2005 – 2011:

           Deferred.

(d) Proposed additions to the Record of Protected Structures under Section 55 of 
      The Planning Act 2000:

           Deferred.

(e) Part V of Planning & Development Act 2000:

          Deferred.

(f) Waste Management – Pay by Weight Pilot Project:

It was agreed to defer consideration of this Item and to deal with it as the first item on the agenda at the next meeting of the City Council on 18th July 2005.

(g) Environmental Services Quarterly Progress Report – Quarter Ending 31/3/05:
and

(h) Recreation, Amenity and Cultural Development Quarterly Progress Report –Quarter Ending 31/3/05:


It was proposed by Cllr. D. McDonnell, seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly and agreed that reports at Items (g) and (h) be noted on condition that the Quarterly reports for Quarter Ending 30/6/05 be placed at the top of the agenda for meeting of City Council in September.

(i) Cost Analysis of Employing City Architect:

Deferred.

(j) Amenity Grant Scheme 2005:

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Lyons that:

“The Amenity Grant Scheme 2005 attached to the report of Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services, dated 5th July 2005, be approved by the City Council”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly and agreed.

4. CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS OF MAYOR:
        None.

5. BUSINESS PRESCRIBED BY STATUTE:
(a) Extinguishment of Public Right of Way adjacent to House No. 39  Castlepark, Ballybane, Galway:

Mr. T. Hernon, Director of Services, referred to his report dated 5th July 2005, already circulated to Councillors, and he outlined the contents of the report to the Elected Council.

Cllr. D. McDonnell proposed that:

“the public right of way adjacent to 39, Castlepark, Ballybaan, Galway, be extinguished and that the recommendation in the report of the Director of Services, i.e. that a gate with keys for house Nos. 35, 36, 37 and 38 which would enable access for refuse, coal deliveries etc. be provided in the new wall construction, be proceeded with”.

This was seconded by Cllr. M. Leahy and agreed, subject to a review of the situation after a twelve (12) month period.

In answer to a question raised by Cllr. Catherine Connolly regarding the need to have right of ways in the city listed as agreed in the Development Plan, the Mayor, Cllr. B. Walsh advised that it had been indicated by the Director of Services, Mr. C. Hayes at the meeting of the Corporate Policy Group Meeting held earlier that day, that he will endeavour to have the list prepared for the next meeting of the Corporate Policy Group in September.  Cllr. D. Callanan pointed out that there is a distinction between official right of ways and walkways in housing estates.

(b) Extinguishment of Public Right of Way over Laneway at Hawthorn Place, Clybaun Road, Knocknacarra, Galway:

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Lyons that:

“the public right of way over the Laneway at Hawthorn Place, Clybaun Road, Knocknacarra, as described on the map attached to the report of Mr. T.Hernon, Director of Services, dated 29th June 2005, be extinguished”.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. McDonnell and agreed.

(c) Carpark at Sports Ground College Road, Galway:

Mr. T. Hernon, Director of Services, referred to his report dated 5th July 2005, already circulated to Councillors and he advised the Elected Council of the need to add the Carpark at the Sports Ground College Road to the list of Carparks specified in the schedule to the Car Park Byelaws 2003 and that the Byelaws will then be cited as the Galway City Car Park Byelaws 2005.

Cllr. D. McDonnell proposed that:

“The Carpark at the Sports Ground, College Road, be added to the list of Bye laws specified in the schedule to the Car Park Byelaws 2003 and that the Byelaws thereby amended be cited as the Galway City Carpark Bye Laws 2005”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T O’Flaherty.

Mr. T. Hernon, in answer to a question raised, advised that the use of this carpark is proposed in order to satisfy the demands of staff and public carparking at City Hall and that the carpark should be self financing.

The motion was then agreed subject to a report being brought back before Council by 31st March 2006 confirming that the carpark is self financing.


(d)( 1)Adoption of Amended Scheme of Allocation Priorities for Local Authority 

Affordable Housing to include Affordable Housing Acquired under Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended:

Cllr. D. McDonnell proposed that:

“The Draft Scheme of Allocation Priorities for Local Authority Affordable Housing and Affordable Housing acquired under Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000 attached to the report of Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services,, dated 6th July 2005 be adopted”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly and agreed.

(d)(2)Disposal of Land:



It was proposed by Cllr. Declan McDonnell, seconded by Cllr. Niall Ó Brolcháin and resolved to agree pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and Section 211 of the Local Government  (Planning & Development) Act, 2000, the disposal of land held by Galway City Council at Doughiska, Galway, to the Department of Education & Science, Portlaoise Road, Tullamore, Co. Offaly, as per terms of Statutory Notices dated 28th June 2005, and circulated to members.



In answer to a question raised by Cllr. Daniel Callanan, Mr. Joe O’Neill, Director of Services, advised that the lands in question i.e. 6.175 acres had been bought specifically by the City Council in 2003 for the purpose of providing a site for a school at a cost of €2.7 million and is being disposed of at a cost of €3 million.  In answer to further concerns raised by Cllr. Daniel Callanan as to whether the City Council should just cover its costs in such transactions, the City Manager advised that it is important that the City Council put itself forward to facilitate the Department of Education in acquiring lands to build schools.  He advised that City Council’s costs would have involved the servicing of a loan.

(e)
Disposal of Land:

        It was proposed by Cllr. D. Lyons, seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly and resolved to agree pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and Section 211 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act, 2000, the disposal of land held by Galway City Council at Clybaun Road, Knocknacarra, Galway, to the Department of Education & Science, Portlaoise Road, Tullamore, Co. Offaly, as per terms of Statutory Notices dated 28th June 2005, and circulated to members.


In answer to a question raised by Cllr. Daniel Callanan, Mr. Joe O’Neill, Director of Services, advised that the purchase price of the lands in question i.e. 1.9 acres, was €2.1 million and that the current proposal is to dispose of .81 acres at a cost of €1.6 million.  The City Manager advised that it is the City Council’s policy to cover its costs in acquiring and disposing of these lands in order to facilitate the provision of sites for schools for the Department of Education and not to make profits in such transactions.

(f) To Authorise the Raising of Loans:

· It was proposed by Cllr. D. McDonnell, seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty and resolved to authorise the raising of a loan for Part V Affordable Housing at Boireann Bheag, Roscam, Galway, in the sum of €6,275,335.60.

· It was proposed by Cllr. D. Lyons, seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly and agreed to authorise the raising of a loan for Part V Affordable Housing at Fána Bui, Ballymoneen Rd., Knocknacarra, Galway in the sum of €4,193,022.93.

6. NOTICE OF MOTIONS:
71/05:    Notice given by Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó.

   under Standing Order No. 22- Urgent Business:

        
              It was proposed by Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó:


“That Galway City Council calls for the earliest possible release of the Rossport Five”.


This was seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly and agreed.


Cllr. J. Connolly questioned what effect this motion would have on the High Court decision made in that regard, and following a brief heated debate the meeting ended.

7. CONFERENCES:
None.

8. CORRESPONDENCE:
None.

9. QUESTIONS:
Deferred.

10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
None.

10
6

