Minutes of Annual Meeting of Galway City Council, held on Monday, 20th June 2005 at 7.00 p.m., at City Hall, College Road, Galway.

Presiding:
Cllr. Catherine Connolly, Mayor of the City of Galway.
Present:
Councillors: Brolcháin N. Ó; D.Callanan; B. Cameron; P. Conneely; Colette Connolly; J. Connolly; T. Costello; M. J. Crowe; M. Leahy; D. McDonnell; J. Mulholland; T. O’Flaherty and B.Walsh. 

In Attendance: 
Mr. J. MacGrath, City Manager,

                        Mr. J. O’Neill, Director of Services

                        Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services,


  

Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services,



Mr. T. Hernon, Director of Services,



Mr. P. J. McGovern, Head of Finance,

                        Mr. J. Considine, Senior Executive Officer,



 

Ms. M. Gibsey, Assistant Staff Officer.

Apologies:

Cllr. D. Lyons.

Opening Address:
The Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly welcomed everyone to this Special Meeting of the City Council and addressed the elected Council first in Irish and then in English.

She recalled her year as Mayor of the City and stated that it has been a great privilege for her particularly as she was born and reared in the city.  She particularly referred to the opportunity the year gave her to promote the use of the Irish language both in the City and abroad and she expressed the hope that her use of the Irish language throughout the year will encourage others to use it also.  She thanked Mr. Breandán O hEaghra, the City Council’s Irish Officer, for his role in promoting the language.  She then referred to the difficulties and highlights of her year as Mayor and she thanked the City Manager and his staff for the service they give to the people of the city.  She also thanked the Deputy Mayor, Cllr. P. Conneely, the members of staff who worked closely with her and also her husband, Brian, her children and members of her family.  She wished the new Mayor and Deputy Mayor well in their year ahead and stated that she looked forward to working with them for the good of the city.

Councillors congratulated and thanked the Mayor for her work during her term of office and paid tribute to her and also to her husband and family.

The City Manager thanked the Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly, for her work and commitment to the City and he also thanked her husband, Brian, and her family for giving of their time during the year.

1. ELECTION OF MAYOR:

Cllr. P. Conneely formally proposed Cllr. Brian Walsh for the office of Mayor.

This was seconded by Cllr. J. Mulholland.

The Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly called for any further nominations.  As there were no further nominations, the Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly, deemed Cllr. Brian Walsh elected as Mayor of the City of Galway.

On taking the chair, the Mayor Cllr. B. Walsh thanked those who had proposed and seconded his nomination and also those who had encouraged him to seek election.  He stated that it was both a privilege and an honour for him to accept the Mayoral Chain which had been worn by so many people in the past and he referred to the special significance the occasion held of his mother, Anne, and to the influence of his late father, a former member of the City Council, has had on him.  He thanked the members of his family, his friends, his partner Fiona and his parents and particularly his mother who was present at the meeting. 

He paid tribute to the outgoing Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly for the manner in which she had conducted her duties and particularly as Mayor in the first year of the new City Council.  He thanked her for her service to the City.

He then proceeded to set out his objectives for his year as Mayor namely;

· To ensure that the Elected Council rise to the challenge of working together for the betterment of the City and for that purpose to arrange a meeting of the Procedures Committee of the Council to achieve a more efficient manner of conducting the meetings of the City Council.

· To ensure that adequate facilities are put in place to meet the needs of young people in the City.

· To provide amenity space at Doughiska.

· The appointment of a Sports Co-ordinator for the City and to carry out a study on recreational needs.

· To build a relationship with young people and create an awareness of issues affecting them including the effects of drink and drugs.

· To use the office of Mayor for the promotion of environmental issues including the public’s opposition to incineration and to examine other ways of dealing with waste.

· To work with the Management of St. Joseph’s School (The Bish) to find an alternate site for the school which will cater for the academic and sporting needs of its students.

· To establish a Galway Transportation office for the purpose of examining transport issues in the City such as Bus Lanes, Park & Ride within the year.

· The rejuvenation of the City Centre and in particular Eyre Square and to work together to complete the current refurbishment scheme which will be a flagship project.

· To tackle the element of dereliction still remaining in the City.

· To progress actions to reduce the housing waiting list and to work with developers to maximise the use of Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000.

He stated that he looked forward to the challenges and the opportunities presented and looked forward to working with the Council to achieve these objectives.

Councillors congratulated the Mayor on his election, wished him well in his period of office and stated that they looked forward to working with him to achieve his objectives.  The City Manager, on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the City Council, congratulated the Mayor and ensured him of his full support and looked forward to working with him.

2. ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR:

The Mayor sought nominations for the office of Deputy Mayor.

Cllr. Colette Connolly was proposed by Cllr. B. Cameron and seconded by Cllr. T. Costello.

Since there were no further nominations for the office, the Mayor deemed Cllr. Colette Connolly elected to the office of Deputy Mayor.

Cllr. Colette Connolly stated that she was happy to be elected as Deputy Mayor and that it was a great honour.  She thanked her colleagues for her nomination and stated that she will work diligently and hard for the good of the City and looked forward to working with the Mayor.  She thanked the members of her family for their support to her and in particular her father, her step-mother, her sisters Annette and Caroline and her brother-in-law Brian.

Cllr. P. Conneely, as outgoing Deputy Mayor, thanked the outgoing Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly and stated that he enjoyed his period as Deputy Mayor.  He acknowledged the work of voluntary groups in the City and thanked the City Manager and officials who had assisted him through the year.

The City Manager, on his own behalf and on behalf of staff, congratulated Councillor Colette Connolly on her election as Deputy Mayor.

Councillors congratulated the newly appointed Deputy Mayor.  

Cllr. J. Mulholland then proposed;

“That the meeting be adjourned”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty and agreed.

3. APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES AND REPRESENTATIVE ON COMMITTEES:

(a) Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland:

Deferred.

(b) Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd:

Deferred.

(c) Galway Airport Company Ltd:
Deferred.

4. TO FIX DATES FOR MEETINGS OF GALWAY CITY COUNCIL:

Deferred.

___________________________________
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