Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council, held on Monday, 13th June 2005 at 7.00 p.m., at City Hall, College Road, Galway.

Presiding:
Cllr. Catherine Connolly, Mayor of the City of Galway.
Present:
Councillors: Brolcháin N. Ó; D.Callanan; B. Cameron; P. Conneely; Colette Connolly; J. Connolly; T. Costello; M. J. Crowe; M. Leahy; D. Lyons; D. McDonnell; J. Mulholland; T. O’Flaherty and B.Walsh. 

In Attendance: 
Mr. J. MacGrath, City Manager.

                        Mr. J. O’Neill, Director of Services,


  

Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services,



Mr. T. Hernon, Director of Services,



Mr. P. J. McGovern, Head of Finance,



Ms. F. Mullarkey, A/Director of Services,

                        Mr. J. Considine, Senior Executive Officer,



Ms. C. Phelan, Senior Planner,



Mr. J. Tansey, Senior Engineer,



Mr. K. Swift, Senior Engineer,



Mr. P. Foley, Programme Manager RAS Scheme,

 

Ms. M. Gibsey, Staff Officer.

1. MINUTES:

Confirmation of:

(a) Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 23rd May 2005:

On the proposition of Cllr. T. Costello seconded by Cllr. B. Cameron the minutes of the Ordinary meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 23rd May 2005 were taken as read confirmed and signed.


Matters Arising:

· Cllr. M. Leahy referred to Page 43 of the minutes and the request made by Cllr. B. Walsh that Cllr. M. J. Crowe be allowed to make a statement and he requested that his name be added along with Cllr. Walsh as he also had requested that Cllr. Crowe be allowed make a statement.  He also stated that he is fully satisfied that protocol had not been offended in this matter.
The Mayor asked for the co-operation of members in dealing with the items on the agenda.
·  In response to a question raised by Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó, arising from the last bullet point on Page 5 of the minutes, the City Manager advised that the final proof of the printed Development Plan is currently with the printers and that it is expected to have the final printed copies of the document within the next two weeks.  He indicated that the final version is accessible on the Councils website. 
·  In response to a question raised by Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó, arising from the first bullet point on Page 8 of the minutes, Mr. T. Connell advised that the review of the Connaught Regional Waste Management Plan has been delayed to take account of data relating to the year 2004 and that he will revert to the Council with a revised date for the presentation on the review by the consultants. 
· In response to a question raised by Cllr. D. Lyons, Mr. T. Connell advised that it is intended to change signage relating to Cappagh Pk., and other parks in the City in the next week or two.
· In response to issues raised by Cllr. P. Conneely, Mr. T. Connell advised that;
he has met with officials from I.P.B.M.I. the City Council insurers and that agreement has been reached regarding the inspection regime which must be put in place by the City Council at the park and also signage regarding liability and the raising of the fence surrounding the park.  With regard to the removal of graffitti on signs in the park he advised that the graffitti is being removed currently but that it is being put on signs again as quickly.  In relation to Rosemary Ave., he repeated the advice already given by him to Councillors at the previous meeting of the Council that Rosemary Ave., if proceeded with, will be treated as a separate project, after the existing Eyre Square project is completed.

With regard to the question of providing a Jacuzzi in the proposed health suite at Leisureland he advised that the facilities being provided in the health suite were agreed at the outset following a detailed assessment and that he intends to raise the question of providing a Jacuzzi with the Board of Leisureland.

With regard to the question raised regarding bottle bank and clothes banks and the need to remove the clothes bank at the Salmon Weir Bridge before the Installation ceremony for the new Bishop of Galway, Mr. T. Connell advised that bottle banks are essential infrastructure and that a regime is in place to monitor the condition of the banks and to ensure they are kept as tidy as possible.  He advised that he has raised the condition of the clothes bank at the Salmon Weir Bridge with the company which owns the bank and has requested them to ensure that it is cleaned daily to prevent deposits of clothes around the facility.

(b) Minutes of Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 16th May 2005:

On the proposition of Cllr. T. Costello seconded by Cllr. D. McDonnell the minutes of the Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 16th May 2005 were taken as read confirmed and signed.

Matters of Accuracy:

At the request of the Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly, it was agreed to change the last paragraph on Motion No. 58/04 on Page 2 of the Minutes to read as follows;  

“At the suggestion of the Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly, Cllr. P.Conneely

             agreed to defer further consideration of this motion pending receipt of a report

             from the City Manager outlining the cost analysis /cost effectiveness of 

employing a City Architect”.

· At the request of Cllr. Colette Connolly it was agreed to record in the minutes that “the City Manager agreed to have responses issued to notices of motion.

·  At the request of Cllr. D. Lyons it was agreed to amend the second last sentence on Page 9 of the Minutes relating to Notice of Motion 02/05 to include Clybaun Road in addition to Ballymoneen Road and Cappagh Road.

Matters Arising:
· In answer to a question raised by Cllr. D. McDonnell as to whether the City Council had been contacted by any interested parties for assistance to emigrant groups under the Capital Assistance Scheme, Cllr. P. Conneely advised that organisations involved will be meeting with Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services, with his assistance.

· In response to a question raised by Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó as to a timeframe for the provision of an integrated Traffic Plan and his concern that it would be brought about in a piecemeal fashion, Mr. T. Hernon advised that the figure of €200,000 mentioned in the last paragraph on Page 6 of the minutes will be used to examine bus priority plans for the City and making accommodation for such measures on city roads and that the timeframe for same was the end of this year.

· In response to a question raised by Cllr. D. Lyons as to whether the City Council had written to the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government and to the Western Health Board as agreed in relation to Motion No. 67/04 on Page 3 of the minutes, the City Manager advised that he would have a response to this question by the end of the meeting. 

Cllr. P. Conneely then indicated that he had submitted a motion which he wished to have dealt with as urgent business under Standing Order No. 22.  At the suggestion of the Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly, it was agreed that the request be considered at the end of the meeting.

2. REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS:

              None.

3. CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS OF OFFICIALS:

(a) Roads & Transportation Works Programme 2005:

The Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly referred to the report of Mr. Tom Hernon, Director of Services dated 19th April 2005, already circulated to Councillors, and to the presentation made on that report to the Elected Council by Mr. J. Tansey, Senior Engineer, at the meeting of the City Council held on Monday 23rd May 2005 and she then invited comments and questions on the report from the Elected Council.

Mr. Tom Hernon and Mr. J. Tansey answered questions raised by Councillors. 

·  Mr. T. Hernon, in particular, advised:  

· That Park & Ride will be part of the strategic survey to be carried out for which the Dept. of Transport has provided funding of €200,000;

· That Galway Cycling Campaign will be consulted regarding proposals for improved cycle facilities;

· That in carrying out the strategic bus route study it will be necessary to examine routes on which one way systems may be applied.

· That the scheme for Seamus Quirke Road will include provision of a bus corridor;

· That works are already under way at Doughiska Road and that the funding provided will complete the refurbishment works on this road;

· That the funding for Parkmore Road will include a traffic management system at the junction with the Monivea Road;

· That the funding included for the Ballymoneen Road provides for works on the right hand side of Ballymoneen Road south of the Distributor Road and that it is proposed to go to Compulsory Purchase Order to acquire lands south of the Barna Road for the purpose of improving the junction with Ballymoneen Road;

· That he has taken on board the issues raised by Councillors regarding making provision in the budget 2006 for public lighting to serve estates north of the Distributor Road on the Cappagh Road and Ballymoneen Road and also in Doughiska;

· That funding for pedestrian crossings at the four locations mentioned in the report is adequate and that the four will be provided by the end of the year;

· That the City Council is aware of the difficulties at the existing bus stop at the G.M.I.T. on the Dublin Road and were examining a minor alteration which would involve moving the start of the bus lane closer to the City to resolve the issue.

· That the Galway City Outer Bypass will allow for the provision of other facilities on existing routes which will help alleviate traffic congestion;

· That consultants have been appointed and design in progress for the cycle lane at Dublin Road and that the scheme when recommended will be evaluated;

· That improvement works are necessary at Circular Road and other such roads also and that a programme of works is to be prepared for these roads;

· That the Salmon Weir Bridge pedestrian bridge is being examined but that provision of such a bridge is not as simple as at the Wolfe Tone Bridge;


That part of City Council lands at Oranmore have been reserved for possible park and ride facilities;


That €50,000 was provided in this year’s budget for taking in charge of unfinished estates but that a significant amount of this figure will be required for one particular estate and that the figure provided in the budget 2006 will have to be increased;

· Mr. J. Tansey, in responding to Councillors questions, advised that: 

· the bus-bay at College Road will be located at the east side of the entrance to the carpark at the Greyhound track; 

· the provision of a bus lane on the Dublin Road between the Martyn Roundabout at Doughiska and the Skerrit Roundabout at the Corrib Great Southern Hotel could happen this year and that while the bus lane would still finish at Duggans in Renmore as at present the delay in traffic from there to the city is insignificant and that the best value for money in Bus lanes is in providing them further out from the city;

· that road overlaying on the Moycullen Road and other roads is due to go to tender and that the priority in assessing roads for such overlay is based on structural condition, safety and skid resistance.

(b) Speed Limit Review – Recommendation from the Transport & Infrastructure Strategic Policy Committee
Mr. T. Hernon, Director of Services, advised that the speed limit review had been considered by the Transport & Infrastructure Strategic Policy Committee at two of its meetings i.e. 26th May and 9th June 2005 and he outlined to the Elected Council the recommendations of the Strategic Policy Committee as attached to his report of 10th June 2005 and advised that the approval of the Council was now sought to:

1) Publish the scheme as agreed by the Strategic Policy Committee.

2) Put in place a Section 85 Agreement with Galway County Council to cover issues that need to be addressed at city/county interfaces.

Cllr. M. Leahy advised that it had been his intention as chair of the Strategic Policy Committee to present the report. 

 A debate then followed on which the following questions and suggestions were made by Councillors;

· That the speed limit on approved roads to the city at Ballybane and Ballybrit be increased to 80 km coming off 100 km on the dual carriageway.

· The speed limits on roads on which schools are located should be examined with a view to imposing a 30 km speed limit and that flashing lights should be provided near schools.

· That the speed limit on the road between the Kirwan Roundabout (Menlo Pk) and a point west of Glenburren Park entrance should be increased from the proposed 60 km to 80 km.

· That co-operation is necessary between the City & County Councils to ensure continuity of speed limits from the city into the adjacent county areas.

· The need to provide a map of the city showing speed limits proposed.

·  Whether byelaws are now being proposed to implement the recommendations being made.

Mr. Tom Hernon, Director of Services, advised that guidelines were produced by the Minister and that speed limits being introduced must be in accordance with these guidelines; that if 30 km. speed limits are introduced it may prove difficult to enforce them and they may not be in the interests of safety; that engineering matters need to be considered first in areas near schools before considering changing speed limits; that up to now schools located in rural areas were subject to 100 km. speed limits and that the 50 km. limit now applies.

With regard to the suggestions that the speed limit be increased to 80 km. in certain areas he advised that this could pose difficulties and he sought the agreement of the Council to publish the recommendations as presented.

Mr. J. Tansey, Senior Engineer, advised that the default value of 50 km./hr. applies to all city roads and that this value is set nationally;  that special speed limits can be introduced by the Council through byelaws but that this would delay the process and it would also involve consulting with the Gardai.  Mr. T. Hernon then outlined the time frame and explained that it would take approximately 4 months.

In answer to further questions raised by Councillors regarding the possibility of setting special 30 km. speed limits Mr. J. Tansey advised that this could only be done having regard to the guidelines and that if enforcement of such limits relies on the Gardai it is not the appropriate means of controlling traffic.

Cllr. T. O’Flaherty then proposed that:

“The speed limit review, as proposed by the Transport & Infrastructure Strategic Policy Committee, be put on public display”.

Cllr. D. McDonnell proposed:

“That the speed limit review as proposed by the Strategic Policy Committee be put on public display with the exception of recommendation 1(b)”.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Lyons.

Cllr. J. Mulholland proposed:

“That the amendment also include the exception of recommendation No.1 (a)”.

Cllr. D. McDonnell agreed to the inclusion of 1(a) in his amendment and this was again seconded by Cllr. D. Lyons.

Cllr. D. Callanan proposed:

“That recommendation No. (ii) be deleted from the proposed document”.

Cllr. T. Costello then seconded the motion proposed by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty which thereby became an amendment to Cllr. McDonnell’s motion.

Mr. J. Tansey advised that if the recommendations are to go on public display it is necessary for the public to be clear on what exactly is being proposed and that if special speed limits are to be introduced this would have to be clearly stated.

Cllr. T. O’Flaherty then advised that she wished to withdraw her amending motion.

Cllr. Colette Connolly then proposed the amendment being withdrawn by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty and this was in turn seconded by Cllr. T. Costello.

The Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly called for a vote to be taken on the amending motion which resulted as follows;

In favour:             4

Against:               11

The Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly declared the amending motion defeated and called for a vote to be taken on Cllr. McDonnell’s motion i.e.;

“That the speed limit review as proposed by the Strategic Policy Committee be put on display with the exception of recommendation 1(a) and 1(b)”.  

In this regard the members recommended that the speed limits be increased from 60 km per hour to 80 km per hour.

The vote resulted as follows;

In favour:             9

Against:                6

The Mayor, Cllr Catherine Connolly declared the motion carried.

Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó then proposed:

“That a Section 85 agreement be put in place between Galway City Council and Galway Co. Council to cover issues which need to be addressed at City/County interfaces”.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Lyons and agreed. 

(c) Revision to Policy on Prioritising Sites for the Installation of Traffic Calming Measures:

Mr. T. Hernon, Director of Services, referred to his report dated 29th March 2005, already circulated to Councillors, and he outlined the contents of the report to the Elected Council.

Cllr. J. Mulholland stated that the issue had been the subject of a lot of 

              consideration by the Transport & Infrastructure Strategic Policy Committee 

             and he proposed;

“That the revision to policy on prioritising sites for the installation of traffic calming measures be adopted on a trial basis and be subject to review in 12 months as proposed in the final paragraph of the report”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty.

A debate followed in which the following were the main points raised by Councillors:

· That points 1 – 9 in policy issue No. 4 do not take account of near miss accident situations and that public consultation with local residents will be necessary in this regard in preparing schemes.

· That H.G.V.’s should not be allowed through residential areas while having regard to the necessity for fuel and refuse trucks to be allowed.

· That parking of H.G.V.’s should not be allowed in residential areas.

· The need to clarify how the issue of the cost of a scheme will affect its priority.

· That it is not always possible to investigate joyriding incidents due to lack of Garda resources.

· The need for consistency in traffic calming measures on roads where schools are located.

· Whether the policy will apply equally in rural areas of the city.

The Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly proposed:

“That signs be erected in all residential areas stating “children at play residential area”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty.

As the time was now 9.00 p.m. it was proposed by Cllr. T. Costello seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty and agreed to extend the duration of the meeting to 9.30 p.m. in order to further consider the agenda.

Mr. T. Hernon, in response to the issues raised, acknowledged that there is merit in consulting with residents on near-miss situations and that while he also acknowledged the problem of H.G.V.’s in residential areas he stated that provision must be made for service vehicles.

Mr. J. Tansey, in addressing the issue of the cost of schemes in determining priority, advised that cost will be treated in terms of the best value/result for money spent and that bringing league tables before the Council at budget time may help decide on priority.

He advised, in answer to further questions raised, that the policy relates to residential estates as distinct from rural roads and that a figure of €60,000 had been provided this year from Central Government to fund traffic calming measures and that additional funds will have to be assigned by the City Council to match that funding.

Mr. T. Hernon, responding to the motion proposed by the Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly, regarding children at play signage in residential areas, stated that cost would be an issue in this regard and would have to be considered in preparing the budget.

Mr. J. Tansey advised that treating certain through roads with such signage may leave the City Council open to liability if other roads do not have such signage.

The City Manager advised that generally he would have no difficulty with the proposal but that costs are an issue and he would not want to  give the impression that the signage could be erected if the Council cannot afford it.  He stressed that costs need to be examined and he agreed that a report on the cost of this proposal can be brought back before a meeting of the Council in July.

Cllr.P. Conneely then proposed an amendment to the motion proposed by Cllr. J. Mulholland i.e:

“That the words “having given due regard to non reported accidents reported by residents”.

Mr. T. Hernon, in response, advised that this can be taken into account in point No. 1 of policy issue No. 4 and that the City Council will be consulting with the Residents Associations regarding the listing of accidents in an area being considered for a scheme under the policy.

The Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly proposed the following amendment to the main motion:

“That the policy be reviewed in six months if the motion is passed”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello.

Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó proposed:

“That the policy review be delayed to January 2006.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Callanan and agreed.

The motion proposed by Cllr. J. Mulholland and seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty was then agreed subject to the revised review date.

(d) Clamping Contract: 

Mr. T. Hernon, Director of Services, referred to his report dated 3rd June 2005 and he explained the content of the report to the Elected Council.

A debate followed in which many Councillors expressed their dissatisfaction at receiving this short report proposing to go to tender for a new clamping contract and questioned why a review of clamping had not been carried out as had been agreed when changes were made to the contract last year.  Some Councillors expressed their opposition to having clamping in the City and felt it gave a bad impression and suggested that a tow-away system under the control of the City Council should be put in place instead.  Question was also raised as to whether the clamping contract is an executive function and if so why it is on the agenda for discussion.

Following discussion, Cllr. D. McDonnell proposed:

“That the decision to proceed to tender for the clamping contract be deferred until Councillors receive answers to the questions raised by them”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello and agreed.

Cllr. D. Callanan proposed:

“That clarification be also provided by Councillors as to what is an executive function in relation to clamping”.

This was seconded by the Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly and agreed.

It was noted that the existing contract be continued pending the outcome of this review.

(e) Rental Accommodation Scheme:

Deferred.

(f) Variations to Galway City Development Plan 2005 – 2011:

Ms. C. Phelan, Senior Planner, referred to the report of Ms. F. Mullarkey, A/Director of Services, dated 13th June, circulated to Councillors at the meeting which had attached the Manager’s report on the Public Consultation Process under Section 13(4) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 -–2004.  She advised that this report was being given to Councillors for their consideration and that it would be considered at a future meeting of the City Council.  She also  clarified a question raised by Cllr. D. McDonnell relating to the public notice of the proposed variations.

Cllr. D. McDonnell proposed:

“That the report be considered at the meetings of the City Council due to be held on 11th & 18th July 2005.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello and agreed.

Following further discussion it was agreed, at the suggestion of Cllr. Colette Connolly, that the report remain as an item on the agenda for the next meeting of the City Council to be dealt with as soon as possible.

(g) Proposed additions to the record of Protected Structures under Section 55 of the Planning Act 2000:

Ms. C. Phelan referred to the report of Ms. F. Mullarkey as mentioned in item 3(h) above which also attached a report on the proposed additions to the record of Protected Structures under Section 55 of the Planning Act 2000 and which was also circulated to Councillors at the meeting.

The decision made in relation to Item(h) was similarly agreed to apply to this report.

(h) Planning:

   Deferred.

(i) Part V of Planning & Development Act 2000:

         Deferred.

(j) Waste Management – Pay by Weight Pilot Project:

     Deferred.

(k) Macnas Parade 2005:

The Elected Council noted the report of Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services, dated 9th June 2005, already circulated to Councillors, and it was proposed by Cllr. D. McDonnell;

“That a licence be granted to Galway City Council in association with Macnas and the Galway Arts Festival to hold an outdoor event under the terms of Part XVI of the Planning Development Act 2000 on the City Streets on Sunday 17th July 2005”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello and agreed.

(l) Environmental Services Quarterly Progress Report – Quarter Ending 31/03/2005:

      Deferred.

(m) Recreation, Amenity and Cultural Development Quarterly Progress Report Quarter Ending 31/03/2005:

     Deferred.

4. CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS OF MAYOR:

     None.

5. BUSINESS PRESCRIBED BY STATUTE:
(a) Galway Appointed Stands (Street Service Vehicles Bye Laws 2005):

Mr. T. Hernon, Director of Services, referred to his report dated 2nd June 2005 and outlined the contents thereof to the Elected Council.

Cllr. D. McDonnell proposed:

“That Galway Appointed Stands (Street Service Vehicles) Bye-Laws 2005 be approved by the City Council”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello.

In answer to questions raised by Cllr. J. Mulholland, the City Manager advised that the question of providing a set down area for the Skeffington Arms Hotel in the refurbished Eyre Square is a separate issue related to that scheme but that provision is made for that facility in the scheme.  He also advised, in answer to a question raised, that no submissions had been lodged arising from the notice published regarding these proposed byelaws.

Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó requested that consideation of this matter be deferred and this was agreed.

(b) Extinguishment of Public Right of Way Adjacent to House No. 39 Castlepark, Ballybane, Galway:

Deferred.

6. NOTICE OF MOTIONS:

     Deferred.

7. CONFERENCES:

     None.

8. CORRESPONDENCE:

          None.

9. QUESTIONS:

    Deferred.

10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Notice of Motion No. 67/05:

The Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly, referred to Notice of Motion  No. 67/05 submitted by Cllr. P. Conneely and his request to have same dealt with as urgent business under the Provisions of Standing Order No. 22 and she called for a vote to be taken as to whether the Motion should be dealt with as urgent business.

The Elected Council agreed unanimously that the Motion be dealt with as urgent business.

Cllr. P. Conneely then proposed:

“That Galway City Council Produce;

1) Health & Safety Report for the Eyre Square Construction site from Kingston Construction.
2) All method statements for Eyre Square Construction site from Kingston Construction.
3) Copies of Advice Notes to Kingston Construction from Health and Safety Authority and all written replies to same.
4) All correspondence from the Health & Safety Authority to Galway City Council (or copies to Kingston Construction).
5) Have Health & Safety Authority expressed concern about site to Galway City Council.
In proposing the Motion Cllr. P. Conneely stated that there had been a number of incidents at the Eyre Square site involving the ESB which caused interruption to services in the city;  that the had sought the Health & Safety report for the site from the City Council and had failed to get it;  that he understood that the Health & Safety Authority has expressed grave concern regarding the site and that they were unhappy with answers given by the City Council and that they had visited the site three times in the last week.  He stated that he had been advised by the City Council to approach the contractor to obtain certain documents which he had requested and which he felt he should not have to do.

He then made a derogatory remark regarding the contractor and requested that Item 1 – 5 of his motion be supplied to him immediately.

The City Manager advised that he was asking Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services, to respond to the Motion and he indicated that he would then correct the misinformation being quoted by Cllr. P. Conneely.

The Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly, stated that the Motion should be allowed to be debated before the response be made by the Director and Manager.

Cllr. J. Mulholland stated that Councillors needed the Manager’s information if there was a question of false information being quoted.  Some Councillors supported him in his request.  Cllr. Mulholland then stated that he wished to disassociate himself from the remark make by Cllr. P. Conneely regarding the contractor and he then departed from the meeting.

The Mayor, Cllr. Catherine then requested the City Manager to respond.

The City Manager then read a prepared response. He stated that he had spoken to a senior member of the Health & Safety Authority who had indicated to him that the issues raised by the Authority regarding the project were not of a serious nature and confirmed that at no stage did they consider closing the site.

Cllr. T. Costello stated that Cllr. P. Conneely was not alone in querstioning Health & Safety issues on the site and stated that S.I.P.T.U. had also raised questions.

The City Manager stated that this was not so.

Cllr. T. Costello then complained that he was being prevented from speaking by the Manager’s interruption and indicated that he was withdrawing from the meeting.

Following further discussion the City Manager advised that a copy of the written response to the Motion would be forwarded to all Councillors and he confirmed again that S.I.P.T.U. did not raise the issue of health and safety at the site.

In response to a suggestion by Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó that the issue be placed on the agenda for the next meeting of the City Council, the City Manager advised that this would not be necessary.

Cllr. M. Leahy then indicated that he wished to comment and the Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly stated that this was not in order.

Cllr. M. Leahy then indicated that since he was not allowed to comment he was leaving the meeting.

Cllr. P. Conneely then stated that if he had got an answer to the questions raised by him he would not have submitted the Motion.  The City Manager advised that if Cllr. P. Conneely had given him an opportunity he would have answered the questions raised.

· Order of Business for next Ordinatry Meeting of the City Council on 27/6/05:
It was agreed, at the suggestion of the Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly that the Presentation on Rental Accommodation Scheme be the first Item on the agenda for the next Ordinary Meeting of the City Council and that Planning be the second item.

__________________________________________
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