Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council, held on Monday, 7th March, 2005 at 7.00 p.m., at City Hall, College Road, Galway.

Presiding:
Cllr. Catherine Connolly, Mayor of the City of Galway.
Present:
Councillors: Brolcháin N. Ó; D. Callanan; B. Cameron; P. Conneely; Colette Connolly; J. Connolly; T. Costello; M. J. Crowe; M. Leahy; D. Lyons; J. Mulholland, T. O’Flaherty and B. Walsh. 

In Attendance::          Mr. J. MacGrath, City Manager

 


Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services, 

 

Mr. T. Hernon, Director of Services,

 

Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services,



Mr. P. J. McGovern, Head of Finance,

                        Mr. J. Considine, A/Director of Services,

 

Mr. B. Dunne, Senior Executive Engineer,



Ms. M. Gibsey, Assistant Staff Officer.

Apologies:

Cllr. D. McDonnell. 

1. MINUTES:

None.

2.  REPORTS OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS:

     None.

3.  CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS OF OFFICIALS:
(a) Barcelona Declaration Project – Update on Implementation:
Mr. J. Considine, A/Director of Services, referred to the Report of the City Manager (J. O’Neill) dated 15th November 2004, already circulated to Councillors, which gave an account of the main developments in implementing the Barcelona Declaration Implementation Plan since the previous report to Council dated 23rd February 2004.  He then outlined the contents of the report under the following headings;

· Disability Proofing.

· Physical Access.

· City Hall.

· Training & Awareness.

· Communications.

· National Policy.

· Planning.

· Employment.

· Plans for 2005.

Councillors welcomed the report and the following were the main questions and concerns raised by them arising from it:

· The need for a report outlining in relation to Physical Access, the number of Pedestrian Crossings already made accessible and the number still to be made accessible.

· The need for disability drop-off point to be provided at Eglinton Street Post Office.

· The need to examine access for disabled in the Pedestrianised area of the city during loading time up to 11.00 a.m. daily.

· The need to seek funding from the Dept. of the Environment to progress works under the Barcelona Declaration.

· What the current status of Galway as a pilot city is at present.

· The need to make provision for pedestrians and disabled persons when traffic lights go out of order.

· The need for temporary measures to be put in place while remedial works are taking place at U.C.H.G.

· The problems for accessibility caused by storage of barrells on footpaths by publicans and the need for enforcement in this regard.

· The need for a more pro-active audit of Public Buildings including our own public buildings.

· The need to ensure the requirements of Part M of the Buildings Regulations are brought to the attention of developers.

· The need to follow the example of other Councils in terms of employment of people with disabilities.

· Whether all new roads and housing estates are designed within guidelines of the Barcelona Declaration.

· That sufficient gullies are provided on roads to avoid water logging and consequent splashing of pedestrians by passing cars.

· The need to develop wheelchair priority routes on footpaths leading into the city.

· Clarification on who assesses Part 8 proposals and who will review the process.

· What communication the City Council has with other public bodies in this regard.

· That the City Council should apologise to disabled people for the lack of facilities for them while the Eyre Square Refurbishment Scheme is in operation.

· The need for more frequent/3 monthly reports on the implementation of the Plan.

· The need to enforce the proper reinstatement following works carried on roads.

· The need for an update on the access to the Town Hall Theatre.

Mr. T. Hernon and Mr. J. Considine responded to the questions and concerns raised by Councillors.  Mr. T. Hernon, advised that he will examine the issue of drainage of roads and in particular Monivea Cross;  that the Dept. of the Environment provide funding to facilitate disabled access relating to certain road schemes and that he will revert to the Council with funding for 2005 within the next 3 months;  that it is not possible to provide a disability drop off point at Eglinton Street Post Office because of the narrow width of the street;  that he will examine the issues raised regarding access on the pedestrianised area at loading times;  that there has been major problems with 2 sets of traffic lights in the City while awaiting new control boxes;  that all new roads are designed with access for all in mind, and that issues raised regarding Headford Road will be examined in the context of the 2005 Budget.

Mr. J. Considine, in responding to issues raised, particularly advised that  the problems of storage of barrels on footpaths was raised with publicans in the past and can be followed up again;  that developers in submitting plans for development are required by law to comply with Part M of the Building regulations;  that disability proofing of Part 8 proposals is currently carried out on behalf of the City Council by Michael Conneely of the Access for all Group, and that the review of this process will be carried out in-house;  that Galway City is no longer a pilot City for the Barcelona Declaration but is continuing with the implementation process and that many other authorities have now followed its example;  that the City was chosen for the pilot project by The Barcelona Declaration Project Team and not by the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government;  that no overall specific funding is provided by the Department towards the Barcelona Declaration but that funding towards accessibility in certain schemes is provided, and that provision is made by the City Council in its annual budget.

The City Manager advised that there is scope within Local Authorities to employ people with disabilities and that he is anxious to increase the level of disabled workers in the City Council.

Cllr. T. Costello then proposed that;

“The Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government be written to seeking funding towards the implementation of the Barcelona Declaration”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly and agreed.

It was also agreed to provide an update on access to the Town Hall Theatre in the next report.

(b)  Environmental Services Quarterly Progress Report:
Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services, referred to his report dated 17th November 2004 and his update report dated 22nd February 2005, already circulated to Councillors, which gave reports on environmental services at the end of September 2004 and end of December 2004. Respectively.

He advised the Elected Council that Galway City is meeting the targets set out in the Connaught Waste Management Plan for diversion from landfill and he quoted the figures in this regard as set out in the report.  He complimented the contribution of the staff of the City Council and the co-operation of the people of Galway in achieving these results.

The Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly then invited questions and comments from Councillors on the overall report

Many Councillors welcomed the report and acknowledged the successes achieved to-date and Councillors also complimented the Manager and staff of the success and on the cleanliness of the City at present.

The following were  among the main questions and concerns raised by Councillors; 

· Whether in view of the high levels of recycling we are now nearing the maximum level achievable and what other items currently going to landfill can be recycled.

· The need to clarify the areas/estates proposed to be included in the Pilot Scheme on user charges, the need to notify the residents of these areas, to advise on the level of charges to be levied in these areas and particularly the need to discuss these proposals with the Elected Council.

· What plans are in place to increase the number of Bring Banks in the City, the need to upgrade existing sites and landscape them and the need to be sensitive in the location of such sites.

· The need to provide better facilities for the collection of hazardous waste.

· The need to establish the percentage of commercial waste in the City.

· The need to highlight a small number of businesses which are not in compliance with the Gaillimh Ghlan Campaign.

· That Incineration is not needed in Galway and that instead maximum recycling be achieved.

· The need for more litter bins in the City, more frequent collection from them and the need for more bins in playgrounds.

· The need to supply a list of Licenced Private Refuse Collectors in the city and to establish if the permits they hold are regional or for the City only.

· What level of enforcement of the Packaging Regulations is taking place and if it has lead to fines being imposed.

· The need for an analysis of illegal dumping and to determine how to penalise for this offence.

· Why M. C. O’Sullivan & Co., have been chosen to review the Connaught Waste Management Plan and whether it is appropriate the they review the Plan they prepared.

· Whether the City Council proposes to proceed with the waste recovery park  proposed by Dr. Niamh Clune.

· That a site visit to Carrowbrowne Composting facility be arranged for Councillors as previously proposed.

· The need to include the Litter Helpline Telephone No. on the ‘Keep Galway Clean Signs’.

· The need to put regime of litter management in place for St. Patrick’s Day.

· The need to examine the practice of allowing commercial waste to be left out at night for collection next morning.

· The need to remove graffitti evident in many public areas of the City.

· The need to modernise the methods of litter picking.

· The need for civic amenity sites to be provided in the City area to prevent      illegal dumping.

· The need to examine alleged misleading information on the incineration leaflet on display at City Hall and to remove from display.

· The need for clarification on the capacity of Carrowbrowne landfill site, whether its capacity can be increased and also to provide more information on the remediation of Carrowbrowne.

· The need to encourage more home composting.

During the course of the debate a number of Councillors expressed their shock and disappointment that the details of the proposed Pilot Scheme for user charges had not been brought before them for discussion.

Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services, in response to the issues raised, advised that;  there is currently 90% compliance with the segregation in the green and brown refuse bins;  that the question of removing ashes from the grey bin is being examined;  that further sites are being examined for the location of additional Bring Banks and that at present there are Bring Banks at16 locations;  that relevant prople will be notified in the next two weeks regarding the user charges Pilot Scheme which was to have been introduced last year but was delayed due to technology issues and that a report will be provided to Councillors;  that the question of providing a better system for collection of hazardous waste will be examined but that costs are an issue;  that 45,000 tonnes of commercial waste was collected in the City in the year 2003, 25% of which was recycled and that it was collected by private collectors;  that he will revert to the Elected Council with details of the number of litter bins in place and the cleaning regime in place and that any increase in the number of bins must take account of the cleaning regime;  that Waste Collection Permits are issued on a regional basis by Mayo County Council and that applicants normally list a number of counties in the region in their applications;  that the licences are for a 3 year period and renewable and that a list for Galway area will be made available to Councillors;  that all businesses in the City area have been notified of the requirements of the Packaging Regulations;  that the City Council is now following up with those notified and monitoring this and that a report will be brought before Council on this issue;  that a litter regime is in place for St. Patrick’s Day;  that action is being taken to remove graffitti;  that a visit to Carrowbrowne Composting facility will be arranged and that while modern street sweeping facilities are being used, litter pickers are necessary in certain areas and do a good job.  He also advised that the selection of M. C. O’Sullivan & Co. for the review of the City Waste Management Plan was as a result of a Public Procurement process undertaken.

The City Manager referred to the recycling figure of 57% for the City and stated that it is a tribute to the staff of the Council and to the householders of the City and contrasts starkly with figures of 20% in many other areas.  With regard to the Regional Waste Management Plan he advised that it was now due to be reviewed at the request of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government;  that the current strategy is recycling and Thermal Treatment that this is to be reviewed but that it is critical having regard to the growing level of waste that the most modern infrastructure and facilities are put in place.  With regard to user charges he referred to the question raised already as to whether we can go further in recycling and he stated that the introduction of charges could be a method of finding the answer to this question.

A further debate followed in which Councillors complained that householders would have information on the pilot scheme before they would have it and they again requested that Councillors be provided with the information due to go to householders.

Mr. T. Connell, in response to Councillors, stated that he will provide a report on the Pilot Scheme for user charges before its implementation.

In answer to further questions raised by Councillors he advised that:  the Poolbeg landfill site at Ballinasloe is due to close at the end of 2005;  that the Council is currently examining where refuse can be sent after that date and that this may have implications for charges in the year 2006;  that the issue of providing a better hazardous waste collection system will be examined and brought back before Council;  that the remediation action on Carrowbrowne landfill involves capping of the landfill which is regulated by the E.P.A;  that a C & D waste facility proposed beside Carrowbrowne landfill site will involve only clean fill stone;  that a waste permit has been obtained for the facility and proposals are being examined.

The City Manager, in answer to a question raised, advised that while Mayo is the lead authority for the purpose of Waste Collection Licencing, each Local Authority within the Connaught Region is equal in terms of the Plan.

It was agreed at the suggestion of the Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly that Items 3 (c ), 3 (e) & 3 (f) would be considered at the meeting and that the meeting would conclude at 9.30 p.m.

(c )  Recreation, Amenity and Cultural Development Quarterly Report.

       Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services, referred to his report dated 17th November and his report dated 22nd February 2005 for the period to 31st December which is an update on the earlier report both of which had already been circulated to Councillors.  Councillors indicated that they were familiar with the contents of the report and Mr. Connell, in particular, referred to the cost of the Eyre Square Enhancement Project and advised Councillors that the civil works contract awarded for the project following the public procurement process was for the amount of €6.3m and that the final costs for the project will be €9m, having regard to additional necessary ancillary works carried out to the sewer at Victoria Place and drains at Prospect Hill together with planning costs associated with the project such as consultants fees, Environmental Impact Statement and Specialists costs.  He advised that the timescale for completion of the project is October 2005, as set out in the tender and that the City Council is committed to completing the project by that date.  He advised that regular meetings are being held with the business community directly affected in an effort to keep them informed of developments in the project.

As the time was now 9.00 p.m. it was proposed by Cllr. D. Lyons seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty and agreed to extend the duration of the meeting by sufficent time to complete this item.

A heated debate followd in which Cllr. P. Conneely criticised the Eyre Square Enhancement Project stating that the Business Community residents and tourist interests are not happy with the progress of the scheme;  that the contract is not satisfactory and is soaring in cost from a figure of €6.3m to €9m;  that there are not sufficient people working on the contract;  that funding from the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government is insufficient and minimal compared to its funding of such schemes in Dublin;  that it should be finished in a shorter period and that additonal funding should be sought to bring forward the completion-date by a couple of months.  Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó also criticised the project in terms of its costs increasing from initial figure of €2.5m. The need to plan for the summer season in terms of alleviating traffic disruption was also raised.

· Cllr. D. Callanan criticised those complaining stating that they were scaremongering and causing confusion in ralation to the costs of the project.  He welcomed the Director’s report which clarified the issue of costs and suggested that Councillors should cease criticising the scheme and let it be completed.  This was supported by many Councillors who felt that the scheme, when completed, will be a flagship scheme and of great benefit to the City;  they also felt the scheme should not be rushed and that funding should not be provided or sought to bring forward the completion date.  It was pointed out that the scheme is much broader than the enhancement of Kennedy Square and that the decision to spend part of the additional €2.7m on upgrading sewers and services in the vicinity of the scheme was a wise decision rather than have to re-dig the area at a later date.  Councillors sympathised with the traders in the area but acknowledged that the development will be to their benefit when completed.  The action of the City Manager and Director of Services in meeting with the traders was acknowledged and they were urged to ensure the completion of the project within the timeframe.

Questions were raised as to whether the use of development levies to part fund the project would effect other planned facilities and a request was made to allow a deduction on commercial rates to the traders in the area.

The following questions and concerns were also raised by Councillors arising from the reports;

· When schemes at Lough Rusheen, the Coastal Walk and Tennis Court fencing would commence.

· The need to repair the coastal path behind the Golf Course at Blackrock.

· The need for improvement works at Beaches in Salthill the promenade and the diving tower at Blackrock and to provide showers on the beach this year.

· When works at Carn Ard & Corrib Park will commence.

· The need for provision of litter bins and landscaping at the Henry Street playground.

· Whether the City Council can enforce the removal of graffitti from private buildings and who will pay for its removal.

· The need to progress the provision of play facilities at Ballinfoile, Ard an Choiste and Terryland Park.

· The need to follow up on the dual use of Basketball Courts for Tennis also.

· The need to improve signage inside and outrside parks in the City.

· The need to provide disabled access to the beach at Ballyloughane.

· The need to extend the walkway at Southpark outwards.

· The need to rectify the surfacing of the playground at Westside.

Mr. T. Connell, in response to the issues raised, stated that the figure of €2.5m being quoted in relation to the Eyre Square Project goes back ten to fifteen years when a lesser scheme was envisaged;  that the current project, went to public tender and that the lowest tender was in the sum of €6.3m, he again explained the reasons for the additional costs and advised that in addition to the €2.8m. received from the Dept. of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government an application for further funding has  been lodged and that it is hoped to increase the funding to €4m.  He stated that the use of development levies will not effect other projects planned and is part of a rolling capital programme.  He advised that it is not anticipated that there will be any disruption to traffic during the summer months arising from the scheme and that work will proceed in the Square itself over the summer months.

In answer to other issues raised he advised that work is due to commence on the Basrna Lough Rusheen Scheme shortly;  that he will examine the issues raised regarding the Promenade, the beaches at Salthill and the Diving Tower.  He also advised, in answer to a question raised, that the slip resistance of the paving slabs on the Eyre Square Project will comply with standards.  He further advised that drainage work at Corrib Park will commence as soon as possible and that Westside Playing Pitch will be completed by the end of the year, with the surface as agreed.

The City Manager further confirmed the explanation given regarding the costs and funding of the Eyre Square Enhancement Scheme and that the project will be finished on time.  He stated that he had reviewed the project and was happy that it is proceeding to time scale and costs and that there is a visible increase in the scale of work on the site.  He stated that the scheme will be a flagship project for the City and that there was need to give out more information to Councillors and to the traders on the scheme on a regular basis.  He stated that in terms of the costs of projects such as Parnell Square in Dublin, the costs of the Eyre Square Scheme is very reasonable.

In response to the request made to reduce commercial rates for traders in the area the City Manager advised that this request could not be granted, that the rates set form part of the overall Budget for 2005 and also that such a decision would be a bad precedent.  He also advised that works will be scheduled to cause minimum disruption over the summer months and that pressure will be kept on the project to complete within the time scale.

                          ______________________________________      

· It was agreed that Items 3 (d) Housing Quarterly Report, 

3(e) Report on Carrowbrowne Transient Halting Site and

3(f) Measurement of Service Indicators at Year Ending 31st December 2004 will be the first Item on the Agenda for next Meeting of the Council on 21st March 2005.

                       _____________________________________
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