Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council, held on Monday, 9thMay, 2005 at 7.00 p.m., at City Hall, College Road, Galway.

Presiding:
Cllr. Catherine Connolly, Mayor of the City of Galway.
Present:
Councillors: Brolcháin N. Ó; D. Callanan; B. Cameron; P. Conneely; Colette Connolly; J. Connolly; T. Costello; M. J. Crowe; M. Leahy; D. Lyons; D. McDonnell, T. O’Flaherty and B. Walsh. 

In Attendance::          Mr. J. MacGrath, City Manager,




Mr. J. O’Neill, Director of Services,

 


Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services, 

  

Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services,



Mr. J. Tansey, A/Director of Services,



Mr. P. J. McGovern, Head of Finance,

                        Mr. J. Considine, Senior Executive Officer,

 

Ms. M. Kelly, Clerical Officer.

Apologies:

Cllr. J. Mulholland.

1. MINUTES:

Confirmation of:

(a) Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 25th April 2005:

On the proposition of Cllr. D. McDonnell seconded by Cllr. M. Leahy the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 25th April, 2005 were taken as read confirmed and signed.

Matters Arising:

· At the request of Cllr. P. Conneely it was agreed to amend the minutes on Page 11, Item 10 to record that he seconded the motion proposed by Cllr. D. Callanan i.e. “That the next meeting of the City Council be held on Tuesday 3rd May”.
· Cllr. P. Conneely also stated that he felt the vote on such a proposal should be a roll call vote.
· In answer to a question raised by Cllr. D. Callanan, Mr. T. Connell advised that a brief is currently being prepared for the tender process for hire of consultants for the report on the Resource Recovery Park.  He also advised that other Local Authorities are currently being written to encourage them to support the investigation of this initiative and that details of Public Procurement Procedures are being put together for issue to Councillors.
· In answer to a question raised by Cllr. D. McDonnell as to; whether the work on Williamsgate Street arising from the Eyre Square Refurbishment Scheme will now be finished by the end of May, Mr. T. Connell advised that work is now commencing on Williamsgate Street and will likely continue past the end of May and into June. He stated that traders in the Williamsgate Street area have to be consulted in this regard.
· In answer to a question raised by Cllr. Colette Connolly regarding Item 5( c) on Page 11 of the Minutes the City Manager advised that disposal of the lands to NCCA & Croí will be by way of long term lease.
· Cllr. T. Costello questioned when it will be clear who will perform the official opening of Walter Macken Place Flats and if the matter can be placed on the Agenda for a meeting of the City Council.
Mr. C. Hayes advised that the Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government has agreed to perform the official opening subject to getting a date for the event.

Following further disagreement among Councillors as to whether the motion proposed and seconded in this regard at the meeting of the City Council on 11th April had been agreed, Mr. C. Hayes stated that based on his understanding that the motion at the meeting of 11th April, 2005 had been agreed he had invited the Minister of State to do so at a meeting in Dublin on Monday 25th April.  He pointed out that while this issue was discussed at the meeting of the City Council on 25th April, 2005 he was absent from that part of the meeting because of his visit to Dublin on that day.

· Cllr. D. McDonnell then stated that he wished to bring to attention that a member of the public had made a comment to a member of the City Council during the course of the meeting on 25th April, 2005 which was brought to the attention of the Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly, and which she did not deal with in accordance with Standing Orders.
The Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly, ruled Cllr. D. McDonnell out of order.  Cllr. D. McDonnell objected to this ruling and was supported by some other Councillors.  The Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly, then adjourned the meeting for a two-minute period.

Following the adjournment the Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly, resumed the meeting and asked for the co-operation of Councillors.
2. REPORTS OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS:

(a) Report of Meeting of Recreation, Amenity & Culture Strategic Policy Committee held on Monday 13th December 2004:

The Report of the Meeting of the Recreation, Amenity & Culture Strategic Policy Committee held on Monday 13th December, 2004 was noted by the Elected Council.

Matters Arising:

· Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services, agreed to note the concerns raised by Cllr. Colette Connolly regarding the parking arrangements proposed for the proposed Art House Cinema at Dominick Street and her request to have this issue examined by the Strategic Policy Committee.
· In answer to a question raised by Cllr. Colette Connolly regarding the accessibility of the playground at Westside Mr. T. Connell advised that the playground is accessible to all.
· In answer to a concern raised by Cllr. Colette Connolly regarding the policing of Millennium Park and other facilities city-wide, Mr. T. Connell advised that he will examine this issue city-wide and advised that it is an issue for the Gardai.
· In answer to concerns raised by Cllr. P. Conneely regarding the Millennium Park facility, Mr. T. Connell advised that he will be meeting with the City Council’s Insurers in the next couple of weeks to discuss the Insurance of the Skateboarding facility in the Park; that he expects there will be stringent conditions laid down by the Insurers and that he will revert to the Council with details in due course.  With regard to other issues raised by Cllr. P. Conneely he advised that it is not possible to remove the graffiti from the signs in the Park and that new signs will have to be erected.  With regard to a question raised regarding the completion date for the new Museum he advised that the Curator for the Museum is currently due to be appointed; that work on the civic contract for the Museum is due to finish in June and that the fit- out of the museum will take place over the summer months with the assistance of the curator in place.
Cllr. P. Conneely then questioned why the person originally offered the post of Curator had not taken up the position and questioned if it was because of the contract offered.

Mr. J. O’Neill, Director of Services, advised that the question of appointment of a Curator is a human resource issue and that he would advise Cllr. P. Conneely on the issue if he wished to contact him.

Cllr. P. Conneely persisted in demanding an answer from Mr. T. Connell on this issue and the Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly, ruled him out of order.

· In answer to a question raised by Cllr. D. Callanan arising from Item 4, Page 3 of the report, Mr. T. Connell advised that no work had yet commenced on plans to double up use of basketball courts and tennis courts but that he will be liasing with clubs in this regard.
· In answer to a question raised by Cllr. B. Walsh regarding playgrounds and sporting facilities at Doughiska, Mr. T. Connell advised that he is currently liasing with landowners for lands for these facilities.
· In answer to a question raised by Cllr. D. Lyons, Mr. T. Connell advised that signs erected at Parks around the city were provided for in last years budget; that the signs are for information purposes only and are not related to the proposed Parks Byelaws.  He also advised that incorrect information inadvertently given on some of the signs will be corrected.
· In answer to a further question raised by Cllr. D. Lyons he advised that Phase 1 of the Barna Lough Rusheen Park development will be completed by the end of this year.
· In answer to questions raised by Cllr. D. McDonnell he advised that he will examine the issue of lighting of the playground at Mervue and will come back to the City Council on this issue.  He also advised that the pathway through the green area at Mervue will be tarred in this current year and that byelaws for the control of late night busking in the City Centre is being discussed in terms of overall management of Busking by the Strategic Policy Committee.
Mr. J. O’Neill, in answer to the earlier question raised by Cllr. P. Conneely regarding the appointment of the Museum Curator, advised that the person originally offered the position had declined it because of a job offer closer to his current place of employment.

Cllr. P. Conneely persisted that he declined due to the conditions of the contract offered.

The Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly rose and ruled Cllr. P. Conneely out of order and indicated her intention to use Standing Order No. 38 to enforce her ruling.

3. CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS OF OFFICIALS:

(a) Carrowbrowne Transient Halting Site:

The City Manager referred to his report dated 5th May 2005, already circulated to Councillors, and he outlined the contents of the report to the Elected Council.  In particular, he advised that the issue which is central to his report is the need to commence now a process which will deliver a meaningful and real long-term commitment to the accommodation needs of the traveller families on the site and he strongly recommended that Council proceed in accordance with the recommendations in his report.

Cllr. M. J. Crowe stated that he had visited the site at Carrowbrowne, that the issues there need to be addressed and that while there was a unanimous decision of the Council that electricity be supplied it is not that simple to do so.  He referred to the safety issues associated with it and stated that he did not realise these issues when supporting the motion to install electricity.  He then formally proposed that:

“The recommendation in the Manager’s Report be proceeded with”.
This was seconded by Cllr. D. McDonnell.

A lengthy debate followed in which many Councillors supported Cllr. Crowe’s motion and the following were the main issues and concerns raised and debated:

· That the option of providing electricity to the site by means of a single large generator be considered.
· That the proposal in the Manager’s report could take 2 years to complete and in the meantime a short-term plan is needed.
· That any plans for a new site should be in accordance with the T.A.P. Policy, which recommends not more than 8 units per site.
· That the standard of sites in Galway should be equal to that of the site in Athlone and that current conditions in Carrowbrowne should be contrasted with that plan.
· That the L.T.A.C.C. & G.T.S.G. should have a role in the upkeep of traveller accommodation sites and in encouraging travellers to respect sites.
· Whether temporary facilities planned to facilitate the refurbishment of Halting sites at Tuam Road and Doughiska could be used to facilitate works at Carrowbrowne site.
· The status of Planning permission relating to the existing site.
· That the location of the existing site close to the landfill site makes it unsuitable for refurbishment.
· That it appears the action now proposed is only happening as a result of the pressure to provide electricity to the site.
Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services, advised that it was incorrect to say no action took place until electricity was sought; that efforts were being made to find an alternative site; that this has recently been sourced and is now the site being proposed to be proceeded with.  He also re-iterated that in order to refurbish the existing site vacant possession would have to be obtained.

In answer to a question raised by Cllr. D. Callanan on the location of the proposed site he advised that the proposed/alternative site is located off the Headford Road.  He further advised that a transient site is a valuable facility to the city (within a five-mile radius of the city) in terms of illegal parking and for longer stay families also and that managerial issues on site can be addressed in consultation with the L.T.A.C.C. and the G.T.S.G. 

He advised that the suggestion to provide a large generator on site was examined and that the same issues would arise relating to distribution of the power to the units on site and that the same standards of health and safety would arise in this scenario.  He referred to the quality of the site at Athlone and stated that high standard facilities have been provided in many areas in recent years and that he had had discussions with the D.O.E.H.L.G. regarding the site and that they would be funding the proposals.  He advised that the City Council would be taking account of the T.A.P. Policy in designing the new facility proposed and that in the meantime a clean up of the existing site would be arranged and additional toilet facilities etc. provided.  He further advised that the proposed alternative site will  be in the same general area as the existing site, is in the jurisdiction of Galway County Council and that its development would be subject to normal planning requirements.

The City Manager advised that he had visited the site at Carrowbrowne that he had met with the L.T.A.C.C. and the G.T.S.G., that there was need to progress the issue and that he felt that option 3 in his report is the best way forward.  He stated that he would be meeting all concerned again in three weeks time. He stated that the provision of a large generator would give rise to similar safety issues as providing electricity. 

A further debate followed and in answer to questions raised Mr. C. Hayes advised that the temporary facility proposed to cater for Tuam Road and Doughiska sites refurbishment will be a five bay facility only and would not cater for the Carrowbrowne site refurbishment: that the new site proposed is equi-distant from the landfill as the existing site; that the new site will cater for some long stay residents and some transient and that some of the existing residents are seeking permanent housing accommodation;  that it is not appropriate to show the location of the new site at present and that details will be brought back before the Elected Council in due course.

The Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly, then called for a vote to be taken on the Motion proposed by Cllr. M. J. Crowe and seconded by Cllr. D. McDonnell i.e.:

“That the recommendation in the Manager’s report, dated 5/05/05 be proceeded with”.

This resulted as follows:-

In favour:  8

Against:     6

The Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly declared the Motion carried.

Arising from further discussion in which the Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly requested that a copy of the E.S.B. report on the existing site be supplied to Councillors, Mr. C. Hayes advised that no report has been received from the E.S.B. in this regard; that an application is with the E.S.B. to bring the supply to the site but that the distribution of the electricity to bays within the site is clearly a matter for the City Council.

In answer to a further question raised by the Mayor, Cllr. Catherine, the City Manager explained that he did indicate to the G.T.S.G. that the City Council will continue to examine the possibility of providing electricity at the existing site subject to Health & Safety requirements on the site which he described as of paramount importance.

(b) Draft Traveller Accommodation Plan 2005-2008
The Mayor Cllr. C. Connolly referred to the presentation given on the Draft Traveller Accommodation Plan 2005-2008 by Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services at the last meeting of the City Council and she invited questions and comments from Councillors on that presentation.  She also referred to the report of the City Manager dated 4th May, 2005 in this regard.  A debate followed in which the following were the main questions and concerns raised by Councillors.

· That travellers accommodated in private rented accommodation were not

interviewed for the purchase of assessment of need.

· That the site at Circular Road is substandard and needs to be refurbished and

that a full engineering review of the site take place within 6 months with a

view to its refurbishment.

· That the consultation process on the preparation on the Plan was not ideal.

· That the Plan is inadequate and its objectives too vague, that it does not have annual targets in accordance with DOEHLG guidelines and is not specific in terms of how the numbers of families in need of accommodation will be

housed over the period of the Plan.

· That details of créche facilities need to be included.

· That the reference to anti-social behaviour on page 13. No. 18 needs to be

changed.

· That the Plan needs to be reviewed yearly.

· That the provisions in the Plan for the refurbishment of Carrabrowne have been overturned by the decisions taken on item 3(A) of the Agenda for this meeting and that the Plan needs to give reasons for the change.

· Why such a low number of housing units are planned when funding is fully provided by te D.O.E.H.L.G.

· Whether other sites for halting sites are proposed in the city and if so where?

· That building of houses will not solve the problems if resources are not supplied to help integration and solve problems of anti-social behaviour and that support  is needed from other associated agencies to assist in solving these problems.

· The problems caused by horses need to be attended to. 

· Cllr. Colette Connolly stated that she wished to have it recorded that as a member of the L.T.A.C.C. she did not endorse this Plan and that agreement on the Plan was not by consensus.

As the time was now 9.00 p.m. it was proposed by Cllr. D. Lyons and seconded by Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó. and agreed to extend the duration of the meeting to complete consideration of this item and to also consider item 3(C) Eyre Square refurbishment project.

Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services answered questions raised by Councillors and in response to the issues raised he advised that other sites are being sought for halting sites and that a new site has been identified for a halting site at Carrabrowne and he referred to point no. 5 on page 20 of the Plan in this regard. 

He further advised that families in private rented dwellings were consulted for the purpose of the assessment of need i.e. those who had come to the attention of the City Council at the time.  That at the last meeting of the L.T.A.C.C. the question of having an Engineering report commissioned on the current condition of the Circular Road halting site was discussed and it was agreed that the wording in the Plan would state that the report when considered by the L.T.A.C.C. will determine the future actions needed on the site whatever that may be, within the life time of the Plan.  He agreed that a yearly review of the Plan is needed and advised that it is difficult to state when certain projects would be completed. He advised that problems are caused by horses but that these are dealt with as they arise and he also advised that other agencies will continue to work with the City Council to assist with problems of integration etc.  He further advised that since 2002 efforts were being made to source an alternate site for Carrabrowne Halting site, that difficulties were being experienced in this regard and that it is possible to change the Draft Plan to take account of the change agreed at item 3(A) tonight.

Following further discussion the following amendments were proposed to the DraftPlan;

(1) Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed that;

“Point No. 18 on page 13 of the Plan together with the bullet point on top of page 14 be replaced by the following;

· The anti-social behaviour policy of the Council will apply”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó. and agreed.

(2) Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed that;

“A statement be inserted in the Plan – 

· that crèche facilities are provided also in the Béal Srutha facility”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello and agreed.

(3) Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed that;

“the Plan be amended to include the following statement -

· Users of Béal Srutha and Fána Glas will be consulted on an ongoing basis as regards new facilities in the Community centre”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello and agreed.

The Mayor Cllr. Catherine Connolly then proposed that; 

“the Plan if approved be brought back before the Council within a year highlighting its inadequacies”.  

This was seconded by Cllr. Brolchain N. O and agreed.

Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed that;

“five bedroom accommodation for Traveller families be examined in the Plan”.

Mr. C. Hayes in response stated that four bedroomed houses with larger bedrooms than the norm are more appropriate for traveller families.

Cllr. D. McDonnell then proposed that;

“The Draft Traveller Accommodation Plan be approved by the City Council subject to the three amendments as agreed by the Council and subject to the changes agreed in the provisions relating to the halting site at Carrowbrowne”.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Lyons.  The Mayor called for a vote to be taken which resulted as follows:-

In favour:
13

Against:
1

The Mayor declared the motion carried subject to the caveat as proposed by the her and seconded by Brolcháin N. Ó and agreed that it be brought back before Council within the year.

(c) Eyre Square Refurbishment Project
Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services referred to his report dated 15th April, 2005 already circulated to Councillors regarding the question of including Rosemary Ave, Eyre Square into the Eyre Square refurbishment project.  He outlined the contents of the report and further stated that there was no question of the City Council having sought funding from business for the refurbishment of Rosemary Ave.  He stated that there has been a positive response to the works carried out in the project to date and that it is anticipated that the project will be completed by the end of October, 2005.  He further advised that the objective is to complete the project as approved in the E.I.S by An Bord Pleanála and that Rosemary Ave., will be examined as a separate project and will be brought back before Council before the end of the year.  He stated that he welcomed dialogue on the issue of Rosemary Ave.

Cllr. P. Conneely then questioned the delay in responding to the question raised by him in March regarding this issue and the efficiency in the Directors office.  He state that a Business man had written to the City Council in July 2004 and that it was only after he had raised the issue on 1st April, 2005 that the director had responded i.e. 9 months later.  Cllr. D. Callanan reminded Cllr. P. Conneely that an acknowledgement had been issued by the Director in August 2004.  Cllr. P. Conneely further contended that while a report from consultants on the issue of Rosemary Ave., was commissioned on 16th November, 2004 it took 5 months to respond to the Business man Mr. Roche and he questioned if Mr. Roche had since responded to the Council. 

He referred to the slow progress of the overall project and suggested that the Director of Services should consider his position as director of this project.

The Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly asked Cllr. P. Conneely to confine his comments to the issues and not to make personal comments.

Cllr. P. Conneely then questioned if any claims had been made arising from the type of paving used on the East side of the Square from Richardson’s corner to Garveys and whether the gritted slabs now in place in the North side of the Square have been used because of such claims.

Cllr. D. McDonnell referred to the difficulties between the Contractor and the resident Engineer on site and criticised the manner in which the contractor had given several different dates to traders for the commencement of work on Williamsgate Street.  He sympathised with the Director of Services in this regard and he stated that the consultants for the project needs to be brought before the Elected Council to explain delays and also to be present on site at this stage to manage the project.

Cllr. D. Callanan took issue with Cllr. P. Conneely’s comments on the issue of Rosemary Ave., pointing out that contrary to the press release issued by Cllr. P. Conneely on 1st April 2005, it was Roches Stores who first approached the City Council to offer funding towards the refurbishment of Rosemary Ave.

 Cllr. P. Conneely interrupted and a heated debate then followed between Cllr. D. Callanan and Cllr. P. Conneely.

The Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly called order and then adjourned the meeting for a brief period to allow both Councillors to calm down.

Following a brief period the Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly resumed the meeting and warned Cllr. P. Conneely that if he interrupted again she would rule him out of order for the remainder of the meeting.  

The debate then continued during which a number of Councillors disassociated themselves form comments made by Cllr. P. Conneely and referred to the City Council’s dignity at work policy and the need for it to be adhered to.  

A number of Councillors also welcomed the offer from Roches Stores to donate funding to the refurbishment of Rosemary Ave., and questioned if Roches Stores had responded to the Director’s letter of April 2005 in this regard.  The following were among the other main issues raised by Councillors;

· That fortnightly reports should be supplied to the Elected Council on the Eyre Square project.

· What penalty clauses are attached to the contract?

· Why timber ESB poles on Prospect Hill were not removed.

· Whether the project is now on schedule to finish in October 2005.

· What the timescale would be for refurbishment of Rosemary Ave., and whether it could be carried out by the existing contractor.

· That maximum information be supplied to the Elected Council from now on in relation to the project.

· That the question of kerb heights and the slip resistance of the paving slabs on the East Side of the Square need to be answered.

  The City Manager stated that the personal comments made to Mr. T. Connell were 

   unnecessary and unwarranted; that Mr. Connell is a valued member of the Management Team who gives a fair share of his personal time to issues such as Eyre Square.  With regard to the project he stated that the City Council is continuing to work to a budget and to a time-scale and that the negative comments being made are not necessary.  He stated that when the project is completed it will be an excellent civic space and he advised that meetings are being continuously held with the business sector to update them on the project.


With regard to Rosemary Ave., he confirmed that the City Council did not seek funding from businesses but that one business did offer to come on board and be part of the project; that this offer was acknowledged and the costing of the works was referred to consultants for an estimate; that a decision is not necessary on this issue at present as it will not be part of the existing contract.  He confirmed that the City Council will continue to work with the consultants to finalise the existing project within an acceptable timeframe.

  
Mr. Tom Connell advised that the initial inquiry from Roches Stores was made in July 2004; that it was acknowledged in August 2004 and a costing sought in November 2004.  He advised that work in this area if proceeded will not in any event commence until 2006 and that the works if proceeding will have to be the subject of a planning process.  He confirmed that Mr. Roche has come back to the City Council on the issue and that the City Council will be reverting to him in due course.  He stated that at present his primary concern is the completion of the existing project; he advised that work has now commenced at Williamsgate Street and will take 6 – 7 weeks to complete; that work on the west side of the Square will commence by 1st July and that the final traffic management plan for the refurbished Square will be in place at that date.


With regard to the slip resistance of the pavement he advised that this was assessed and is within parameters and that the type of pavement being used at the north of the Square is as set out in the original plan for the project.


He advised that monthly reports are currently being made on the project and that he is liaising with the consultants on an ongoing basis.


He also advised that the developer could be allowed an extension of the time on the contract if delays are outside of his control and that if not penalties would apply. He further advised, in answer to questions raised by Cllr. P. Conneely, that to his knowledge no claims have been lodged to the City Council relating to the slip resistance of the slabs on the east side of the Square.


The City Manager agreed to supply details of what the contract says regarding penalty clauses, to Councillors. 

He further advised that a report can be circulated to Councillors every 2 weeks as requested.

(d) Roads & Transportation Works Programme 2005:

Deferred.

(e) Planning:

Deferred.

(f) Waste Management – Pay by Weight Pilot Project:

Deferred.

(g) Draft Terms of Reference for Anti-Social Behaviour Policy & Tenant Transfer: Policy:

The City Manager then stated that he was anxious that work on Item 3(g) would commence and that he would also like to see Item 3(h) dealt with. 

Cllr. T. O’Flaherty proposed:

“That Item 3(g) be referred to the Housing Strategic Policy Committee for their consideration”.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. McDonnell but it was not agreed and it was agreed to defer consideration of Item 3(g).

(h) Measurement of Service Indicators at year ending 31/12/04:

The City Manager referred to his report dated 23/02/05, already circulated to Councillors, which outlined details of the City Council’s measurement on National Service Indicators at 31/12/04.  He advised that there are a total of 42 national service indicators for Local Authorities, 31 of which apply to the City Council; that the measurements have been submitted to the D.O.E.H.L.G. and that the Minister will publish the results received from all City & County Councils in due course.

Cllr. Brolcháin N.Ó proposed:

“That this item be dealt with as the first item on the Agenda for the next meeting of the City Council”.

Cllr. M. J. Crowe proposed:

“We note the report of the City Manager”.

The Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly then took exception to a comment made by Cllr. D. Callanan.  She ruled him out of order and asked him to leave the meeting.  

Cllr. D. Callanan refused and the Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Connolly then adjourned the meeting.

---------------------------------------------------------------

8
1

