Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council, held on Monday, 14th November 2005 at 5.00 p.m., at City Hall, College Road, Galway.

Presiding:
Cllr. B. Walsh, Mayor of the City of Galway.
Present:
Councillors: Brolcháin N. Ó; D. Callanan; B. Cameron; P. Conneely; Catherine Connolly; Colette Connolly; J. Connolly; T. Costello; M. J. Crowe; M. Leahy; D. Lyons; D. McDonnell, J. Mulholland and T. O’Flaherty. 

In Attendance:          Mr. J. MacGrath, City Manager,




Mr. J. O’Neill, Director of Services,

 


Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services, 

  

Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services,



Mr. T. Hernon, Director of Services,



Mr. P. J. McGovern, Head of Finance,

                        Mr. J. Tansey, Senior Engineer,

 

Mr. J. Considine, Senior Executive Officer,

 

Mr. R. Brennan, Senior Executive Engineer,



Ms. C. Quirke, Assistant Staff Officer,

 

Ms. N. Coveney, Clerical Officer.

· The Mayor Cllr. B. Walsh brought to the attention of the Council that a vote of sympathy had not been tabled on the Pakistani Earthquake and proposed a vote of sympathy.  This was seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly who also proposed that the meeting be adjourned for five minutes as a mark of respect to those who lost their lives in the disaster.  This was agreed.  The meeting then adjourned for a period of five minutes.

· Cllr. J. Connolly proposed a vote of sympathy to Seán Óg de Paor and his family on the recent death of his sister Aisling.  This was seconded by Cllr. M. Leahy and agreed.

· Cllr. T. Costello proposed a vote of congratulations to the Castlegar Minor Hurling Team on their success against Kiltormer at Pearse Stadium on Sunday 13th November.  This was seconded by Cllr. D. Mc Donnell and agreed.

· Cllr. J. Mulholland proposed a vote of congratulations to Salthill on being named the National City Neighbourhood 2005 and Best Urban Village in Ireland in the City Neighbourhoods Competition Award for 2005 and also to Salthill Knocknacarra on winning the Connaught Club Semi Final against Crossmolina on Sunday 6th November 2005.  This was seconded by Cllr. D. Lyons and agreed.

· Cllr. T. O’Flaherty proposed a vote of congratulations to Walter Macken Place in Mervue on receiving a Certificate of Excellence in Urban Renewal in the City Neighbourhoods Competition Awards 2005.  This was seconded by Cllr. D. Mc Donnell and agreed.  

1. MINUTES:

Confirmation of:

(a) Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 10th October 2005

On the proposition of Cllr. M.J. Crowe, seconded by Cllr. D. Lyons, the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 10th October 2005 were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

Matters Arising:

· In response to a question raised by Cllr. Catherine Connolly, the City Manager advised that Mr. Jim Barrrett Dublin City Architect, due to a personal commitment, was unable to attend this meeting of the City Council but will attend the December meeting.  He also advised that details of the role of existing architects employed by the City Council will be issued with the Agenda for the December meeting.

· In response to a request made by Cllr. Catherine Connolly for an update on the current position in relation to the acquisition of a site for Coláiste na Coribe at Knocknacarra, Mr. C. Hayes D.O.S. advised that the date for the arbitration hearing on these lands is due to be set this week and that the City Council is currently working with the VEC in preparing an application for planning permission for the site.  At the request of Cllr. Catherine Connolly and Cllr. D. Lyons, it was agreed that a letter be issued to Councillors giving an update on this issue and that the Notice of Motion 93/05 relating to this issue be put back on the agenda.

(b) Minutes of Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 17th October 2005

On the proposition of Cllr. P. Conneely, seconded by Cllr. Brolcháin NÓ, the minutes of the Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 17th October 2005 were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

· In response to a question raised by Cllr. P. Conneely arising from Notice of Motion No. 14/05 on page 6 of the Minutes, the City Manager clarified that tendering for services by the City Council is an executive function as stated in the minutes and that the issue will be referred to the C.P.G. as agreed.

· In answer to a question raised by Cllr. Brolcháin N.Ó arising from Notice of Motion No. 21/05 on page 3 of the minutes, the City Manager advised that he will revert to the elected Council regarding the letter to be sent to the Minister for Education arising from this motion. 

· In response to a question raised by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty arising from Item 1(a) Bonfires on page 1 of the minutes, Cllr. Brolcháin NÓ stated that as Chairperson of the Environment S.P.C. he had already agreed with Mr. T. Connell D.O.S.  to schedule this issue for a meeting of the Environment S.P.C. 

· Cllr. B. Cameron proposed a vote of congratulations to Macnas on the programme they arranged with the residents of Fána Glas on Halloween night and to the young people of the City on having the night free of incident.  This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello and agreed.  

· In response to a question raised by Cllr. Catherine Connolly arising from Notice of Motion 51/05 on page 5 of the minutes, Mr. C. Hayes D.O.S. advised that a formal queuing system is due to be put in place in the Housing department week ending 18th November and that notice to that effect will be given to the public.  He also advised that the issue of privacy for customers is being examined.  

· In response to a suggestion made by Cllr. Catherine Connolly that Notice of Motions of a general nature such as the school of music should stay on the agenda even when a response has issued from the Director.  Mr. J. Considine advised that standing orders allow for the re-submission of motions by Councillors if they are not satisfied with the answer provided.  

· In response to a complaint made by Cllr. D. Callanan that minutes of the meetings of the C.P.G. relating to Budget 2006 were not circulated to Councillors and were already being quoted by the media, the City Manager advised that the minutes of these meetings were not circulated to the media by City Council officials, and would be circulated to the members of the Council with the agenda for the Budget meeting. 

2. REPORTS OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS:

None. 

3. CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS OF OFFICIALS:

(a) Draft Customer Care Plan 2005 – 2009

Mr. J. O’Neill D.O.S. outlined the general content of the Draft Customer Care Plan and recommended that it be approved by the elected Council.  A debate followed in which Councillors generally welcomed the Draft Plan and some Councillors complained of difficulties they are experiencing in receipt of service from the City Council.  In particular the need for a review of the implementation of the plan and the need for communication with members of the Council on the progress of decisions made with the support of the Council were highlighted.  The need for clear customer charters in each department was also discussed.  

Mr. J. O’Neill D.O.S. responded to the issues raised by Councillors.  The City Manager stated that the Draft Plan was a positive statement of what the City Council plan to do and that if the public do not receive the level of service stated in the Plan they can complain and appeal to the City Council.  He also referred to the positive outcome of the recent customer survey from which he quoted to Councillors.

The need to review the customer survey and to involve the Community Forum in future customer surveys and reviews was suggested by Councillors.

Cllr. T. O’Flaherty then proposed that:

“The Draft Customer Care Plan 2005 – 2009 be approved by the City Council”.  

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Mc Donnell.  

The Mayor Cllr. B. Walsh called for a vote to be taken on the motion, which resulted as follows:

· In favour
13

· Against
1


· Absent
1

The Mayor declared the motion carried.  

Mr. C. Hayes circulated to the elected Council copies of the Citizens Charter already published in the Planning Department.  

(b) Derelict Sites:

Cllr. Brolcháin N.Ó advised that as Chairperson of the Environment S.P.C., he proposed to present the report on derelict sites dated 26th September 2005 already circulated to the elected Council.  

Cllr. Catherine Connolly requested that her objection to the Chair of the S.P.C. presenting the report be recorded.  

Cllr. Brolcháin N.Ó then presented the report to the elected Council.  

A debate followed in which Councillors generally welcomed the report and questions were raised regarding:

· The need to impose the 3% levy on derelict sites

· The issue of resources within the City Council to carry out the procedure proposed 

· The need for regular reports to the Council on progress

· The impact of the lodging of Planning Applications on the procedure

· The need to include sites in the ownership of the City Council

Mr. T. Connell D.O.S. responded to the issues raised by Councillors and particularly advised that the Community Wardens are used to carry out inspections and that the current staff in the Environment Department are in a position to deal with the issue.

In answer to questions raised regarding the future of the Community Warden Scheme, the City Manager advised that the future of the scheme is a national issue, that a decision in that regard is imminent and that he is proceeding on the basis that the Community Wardens will be continuing in the year 2006.

As the time was now 7.00 p.m. it was proposed by Cllr. Catherine Connolly, seconded by Cllr. Brolcháin N.Ó and agreed to extend the duration of the meeting by sufficient time to complete consideration of the items on the agenda.



Following further debate, Cllr. Catherine Connolly proposed; 

“that a quarterly progress report be provided to the elected Council on derelict sites”. 

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Mc Donnell.

Mr. T. Connell advised that a progress report will be included in the quarterly report on Environment.  

Cllr. M. Leahy proposed that; 

“the procedure for dealing with derelict sites as set out in the report be approved”.  

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Mc Donnell and agreed.  

(c) Clamping:

Mr. T. Hernon D.O.S. briefly outlined the contents of his report dated 2nd November 2005 already circulated to Councillors.  

In answer to a question raised by the Mayor Cllr. B. Walsh, the City Manager advised that the renewal of the clamping contract is an executive function.  

A lengthy debate followed in which Councillors outlined their difficulties with the current clamping system and discussed in detail the proposal set out in the report of Mr. T. Hernon.  Many Councillors felt that clamping should be ceased while others insisted that if it is ceased, a viable alternative deterrent must be put in place.  The introduction of a tow away system was suggested and the need to protect the City Council income and to protect traffic flow was also highlighted.  

In the course of the discussion, Cllr. M.J. Crowe proposed that:

“the clamping contract be suspended for one month”.  

Cllr. M. Leahy proposed:

“that we continue with the present system on a month to month basis and advertise for an on demand clamping system”. 

The Mayor Cllr. B. Walsh then proposed:

“that a date be set in the future to finally abolish clamping”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly.

Cllr. D. Mc Donnell then proposed an amendment to the Mayor’s motion proposing that:

“The Director of Services come back with a report to Council in January 2006”.

The City Manager then responded to the issues raised by Councillors and asked Councillors not to make a decision to abolish clamping without having an alternative deterrent in place.  He advised that he had no problem if the Council wished to set a date by which other options could be examined.

The Mayor then referred to the various motions proposed and Mr. J. Considine S.E.O. advised that only the motion proposed by the Mayor had been seconded.  

Cllr. Colette Connolly then seconded the motion proposed by Cllr. M.J. Crowe thereby making it an amendment to the Mayor Cllr. B. Walsh’s motion.  

Cllr. J. Connolly then stated that he wished to second Cllr. Leahy’s motion.

Mr. J. Considine advised that in accordance with Standing Orders only one motion and one amendment can be at any one time before the chair.  

The City Manager again appealed to Councillors not to abolish clamping without a viable alternative deterrent in place and urged the Council to agree a date by consensus by which he would examine the options.

Following further brief discussion the Mayor Cllr. B. Walsh withdrew his original motion and at his request Cllr. Crowe and Cllr. Leahy also withdrew their motions.  

The Mayor then proposed the following motion that:

“this Council condemns the current operation of clamping in the City.  City officials will by 28th February 2006 revert with a detailed report on all options of dealing with illegal parking deterrents which may include a limited clamping service.  Such report will provide details of cost and income implications of potential revised systems”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly and agreed unanimously.  

Following brief discussion in which some Councillors felt that certain options such as incremental pay for parking should commence, Cllr. Catherine Connolly proposed;

“that all options be deferred pending the report of 28th February 2006”.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Lyons and agreed.

Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed;

“that incremental parking commence immediately”.  

This was seconded by Cllr. Brolcháin N.Ó.  

Following discussion in which it was noted that carparking byelaws would have to be changed, it was agreed that the initial process to facilitate incremental parking be now commenced.  

4. CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS OF MAYOR:

None.

5. BUSINESS PRESCRIBED BY STATUTE:

(a) Housing Allocation – Capital Assistance Scheme

On the proposition of Cllr. B. Cameron seconded by Cllr. T. Costello, it was agreed to note that Galway City Council has received sanction from the Dept. of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for the following projects under the Capital Assistance Scheme:

Project:

49 & 56 Castan Doughiska, Merlin Park, Galway.  

Approved body:
Galway Simon Community

Amount:

€364,686.00

(b) Disposal of Land

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Lyons that; 

“consideration of this item be adjourned due to a legal issue”.  

This was seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly and agreed.  

(c) Statutory Audit Report for the year ended 31st December 2003

Mr. P.J. Mc Govern Head of Finance outlined details of the Statutory Auditors report for the year ended 31st December 2003 already circulated to Councillors.

Cllr. D. Lyons proposed that; 

“the Statutory Auditors Report for the year ended 31st December 2003 be noted”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Brolcháin N.Ó.  

Questions raised by Councillors on the report were answered by Mr. P.J. Mc Govern Head of Finance and the motion was then agreed.  

(d) To fix a date for the meeting to consider Budget 2006

Cllr. D. Callanan proposed that:

“a meeting be arranged for Councillors to discuss Budget 2006 with the Head of Finance similar to that provided for Budget 2005”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Brolcháin N.Ó.

Mr. P.J. Mc Govern advised that the meeting held with Councillors in preparation for Budget 2005 was held for the assistance of newly appointed Councillors, that the Budget should be discussed with the full Council at its Budget meeting and that if any Councillor wished to contact him to clarify any issue in the draft Budget they may do so.

This was agreed.

Cllr. D. Mc Donnell proposed:

“that the Budget meeting be held at 5.00 p.m. on Monday 5th December 2005”.

Cllr. Catherine Connolly proposed:

“that the meeting be held at 7.00 p.m. on 5th December 2005”.  

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello and agreed.

In answer to a question raised by Cllr. D. Callanan as to whether C.P.G. members were entitled to get details of the Budget in advance of the Budget meeting, the City Manager advised that he is required by law to consult with the C.P.G. on the preparation of the Budget and that discussion documents on the Budget are given to the members of the C.P.G. for this purpose.  

6. NOTICE OF MOTIONS:

The Mayor Cllr. B. Walsh referred to the five notice of motions on the Supplementary Agenda submitted by Cllr. P. Conneely seeking to be dealt with under the provisions of Standing Order No. 22 and advised that this was not in accordance with the spirit of Standing Order No. 22 which provides for dealing with urgent business.  

Cllr. Conneely agreed to the notice of motions not being considered at the meeting provided he received answers to them within seven days.

The City Manager agreed to provide answers to the motions within seven days.  
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