Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council, held on Monday, 10th October, 2005 at 5.00 p.m., at City Hall, College Road, Galway.

Presiding:
Cllr. B. Walsh, Mayor of the City of Galway.
Present:
Councillors: Brolcháin N. Ó; D. Callanan; B. Cameron; P. Conneely; Catherine Connolly; Colette Connolly; J. Connolly; M. J. Crowe; M. Leahy; D. Lyons; D. McDonnell, J. Mulholland and T. O’Flaherty. 

In Attendance::          Mr. J. MacGrath, City Manager,




Mr. J. O’Neill, Director of Services,

 


Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services, 

  

Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services,



Mr. T. Hernon, Director of Services,



Mr. P. J. McGovern, Head of Finance,

                        Mr. J. Tansey, Senior Engineer,

 

Mr. K. Swift, Senior Engineer,

 

Mr. J. Considine, Senior Executive Officer,

 

Ms. F. Mullarkey, Senior Executive Officer,

 

Mr. M. Burke, Senior Executive Officer,

 

Ms. A. Ruane, Administrative Officer,



Mr. L. Blake, Senior Executive Planner,

 

Mr. B. O’Heaghra, Offigeach Gaelacht,

 

Ms. C. Quirke, Asst. Staff Officer.

Apologies:

Cllr. T. Costello.

· Cllr. D. Lyons proposed a vote of Congratulations to the Salthill Knocknacarra football team on winning the Galway Senior County Football final on Sunday 9th October, 2005.  

This was seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly and agreed.

· Cllr. T. O’Flaherty proposed a vote of sympathy to Ms. Carmel Hynes, Staff Officer on the recent death of her father Robert Butler R.I.P, Crusheen, Co. Clare, to Ms. Cathy Joyce, C.E.D.O. on the recent death of her brother James Joyce R.I.P of Los Angeles, U.S.A formerly of Shantalla, Galway and to Mr. Tom Donoghue, Foreman Parks Department on the recent death of his father Michael Donoghue R.I.P. of Elmhill, Brierfield, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway. 

This was seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly and agreed.

At the suggestion of Cllr. Catherine Connolly a minutes silence was observed as a mark of respect to the deceased.

1. MINUTES:

Confirmation of:

(a) Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 12th September 2005:

On the proposition of Cllr. T. O’Flaherty seconded by Cllr. J. Mulholland the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 12th September, 2005 were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

Matters Arising:

· In response to a question raised by Cllr. Brolchain N. Ó arising from page 2. of the Minutes Mr. C. Hayes advised that the additional staff recruited for the Rental Accommodation Scheme are additional posts sanctioned by the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government i.e. a Senior Staff Officer already recruited and a Clerical Officer about to take up duty.
· In answer to a question raised by Cllr. Catherine Connolly as to whether a fee can be refunded on an F.O.I request relating solely to a planning file, Mr. J. Considine, S.E.O advised that he would examine the issue and revert to Cllr. Connolly.
· In response to a request by Cllr. B. Cameron that he be allowed propose a Notice of Motion arising from item 3 (c) on page 5 of the minutes, Cllr. Cameron was advised to submit the Notice of Motion for inclusion on the Agenda for the Special Meeting of the City Council on Notice of Motions to be held on Monday 17th October, 2005.
· Mr. P J McGovern then referred to the Motion recorded on item 5(a) Annual Financial Statement for year ending 31st December, 2004 on page 7 of the minutes and advised that the resolution should also have approved the excess expenditure set out in the report.  It was then agreed to amend the minutes to record as follows;
“It was then proposed by the Mayor Cllr. B. Walsh;

“That the Annual Financial Statement for year ending 31st December 2004 be accepted and that excess expenditure set out in the report be approved”.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Lyons and agreed”.

(b) Minutes of the Adjourned Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 19th September 2005:

On the proposition of Cllr. Brolchain N. Ó, seconded by the Mayor Cllr. B. Walsh the minutes of the Adjourned Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 19th September, 2005 were taken as read, confirmed and agreed.

Matters Arising

· Arising from a question raised by Cllr. M. Leahy regarding the recorded wording of the Motion proposed by him in item 3 (d) on page 4 of the Minutes it was agreed that Cllr. Leahy should submit a fresh motion for inclusion on the Agenda for the Special Meeting of the City Council on Notice of Motions due to be held on 17th October, 2005.

· Arising from a question raised by Cllr. B. Cameron it was agreed to amend the minutes of the meeting to record the following votes of sympathy proposed at the meeting of 19th September, 2005 and not recorded in the Minutes:

“Cllr. B. Cameron proposed a vote of sympathy to the Hynes family on the death of Mr. Jerome Hynes R.I.P. former Managing Director of Druid Theatre”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty and agreed.

“Cllr. M. Leahy proposed a vote of sympathy to Mr. Eamonn Hannon and his family on the recent death of Mrs. Rita Hannon R.I.P. Moycullen, Co. Galway”.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Lyons and agreed.

· In respond to a question raised by Cllr. Brolchain N. Ó relating to item 3(e) on page 3 of the Minutes Mr. J. O’Neill, Director of Services advised that Mr. Jim Barrett Dublin City Architect will be available to attend the next meeting of the City council to make a presentation on the Role of a City Architect.

· In response to a question raised by Cllr. D. Callanan the City Manger advised that details of the role of existing Architects employed by the City Council will be sent out with the Agenda for the next meeting of the City Council.

·  Cllr. P. Conneely referred to the comment mentioned on the last paragraph on page 2 of the Minutes which was referred to as personally insulting to the City Manager and he stated that if his remarks had given insult to the City Manager he wished to withdraw them and to apologise to the City Manager.

· In response to a question raised by Cllr. D. Lyons the Mayor Cllr. B. Walsh advised that Notice of Motion no. 93/05 submitted under Standing Order no.

22 would be dealt with at item no. 6 on the Agenda.

2. REPORTS OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS:

None

3. CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS OF OFFICIALS:

(a) Environmental Services Quarterly Progress Report Quarter ending 30th September, 2005:

The Mayor Cllr. B. Walsh invited comments from Councillors on the report dated 30th September, 2005 from Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services already circulated to Councillors.

A lengthy debate followed during which questions and concerns raised by Councillors were answered by Mr. T. Connell and Mr. K. Swift.

Cllr. Catherine Connolly proposed that:

“Bonfires be included as an item on the Agenda for the Special Meeting of the City Council to be held on Monday 17th October, 2005”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty and agreed.

In response to issues raised regarding the City Councils Dog Pound Mr. T. Connell advised that this matter is currently being considered by the Environment SPC and that a more detailed report will come before Council in due course from the SPC.

(b) Recreation, Amenity & Cultural Development Progress Report – quarter ending 30th September, 2005 
The Mayor Cllr. B. Walsh invited questions and comments from Councillors on the report dated 7th October, 2005 from Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services already circulated to Councillors.

Questions and concerns raised by Councillors arising from the report were answered by Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services and by Mr. K. Swift, Senior Engineer.  Questions were also answered by the City Manager.

At 7.00 p.m. it was proposed by Cllr. Catherine Connolly seconded by Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó. and agreed to extend the duration of the meeting to 8.00 p.m. in order to allow for further consideration of the Agenda.
(c) Establishment of Western River Basin District Advisory Council
Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services referred to his report dated 29th September, 2005 already circulated to Councillors which advised that two members of the Environment S.P.C had expressed their interest in going forward and becoming members of the River Basin District Advisory Council i.e. Mr. A. Berry and Mr. T. Freeney.

Following brief debate on the selection process Cllr. M. Leahy proposed that:

“Cllr. Brolchain N. Ó and Mr. Tony Freeney from the Environment S.P.C be appointed to the River Basin District Advisory Council”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty.

Cllr. J. Mulholland proposed;

“That the appointment be deferred”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly.

Following further brief debate and clarification of the selection process by Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services, Cllr. J. Mulholland withdrew his amending motion and the motion proposed by Cllr. M. Leahy and seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty was agreed.

Cllr. Brolchain N. Ó and Mr. Tony Freeney were deemed appointed to the River Basin District Advisory Council”.

(d) Draft Customer Care Plan:

Deferred.

(e) Derelict Sites:


Deferred.

As the time was now approaching 8.00 p.m. it was proposed by Cllr. J. Mulholland that; 

“the meeting terminated at 8.00 p.m.” 

This was seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly

The Mayor Cllr. B. Walsh proposed that;

“the duration of the meeting be extended to deal with items 3 (f), 3(g), all items under Part 5 of the Agenda and notice of Motion 93/05 submitted under Standing Order no. 22”.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. McDonnell and agreed. 

(f) Draft Annual Report 2004:

The Draft Annual Report 2004 copy of which was already circulated to Councillors was approved by the elected council for publication.

(g) Revenue Expenditure Report at 30th September, 2005:

P J McGovern, Head of Finance referred to his report already circulated to Councillors.  He explained the contents of the report and sought the approval of the Council to the Estimated excess expenditure as outlined on the schedule attached to the report.  He then answered questions raised by Councillors on the report.


It was then proposed by Cllr. J. Mulholland that;


“The estimated excess expenditure for the year ending 31st December, 2005 as set out in the schedule attached to the report of the Head of Finance be approved”.


This was seconded by Cllr. M. J. Crowe and agreed.

4. CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS OF MAYOR:


None.

5. BUSINESS PRESCRIBED BY STATUTE

(a) Lough Corrib Navigation Trustees

Appointment of one (1) representative (for the lifetime of the Council) following the resignation of Mr. Derek Nolan.

The following nominations were made for the position.

Ms. Nuala O’Hara was proposed by Cllr. Catherine Connolly and seconded by Cllr. B. Cameron.

Mr. Paddy Lally was proposed by Cllr. J. Connolly and seconded by Cllr. J. Mulholland.

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the nomination of Ms. Nuala O’Hara which resulted as follows:

Ms. Nuala O’Hara 
-
7 votes

Cllr. J. Connolly then withdrew his nomination of Mr. P Lally and Ms. Nuala O’Hara was deemed appointed to the position on Lough Corrib Navigation Trustees.

(b) To Authorise the Raising of Bridging Loan for: 

i. Part V affordable housing at Fána Bui, Ballymoneen Road, Galway.

It was proposed by Cllr D. Lyons seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly and resolved to agree to authorise the raising of a Bridging Loan of €4,234, 953 from the H.F.A for the purpose of acquiring 20 affordable units at Fána Bui, Ballymoneen Road, Galway.

ii. Part V affordable housing at Boream Bheag, Roscam, Galway
It was proposed by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly and resolved to agree to authorise the raising of a bridging loan of €6,338,089 from the H.F.A for the purpose of acquiring 31 affordable units at Boream Bheag, Roscam, Galway.

(c) Part 8 Traffic Calming Scheme and Pedestrian Crossing facility for Headford Road (N84)
Mr. T. Hernon referred to his report dated 5th October, 2005 which was attached to the report f the Senior Executive Planner on the proposed traffic calming scheme and pedestrian crossing facility at Headford Road (N84) copies of which had already been circulated to Councillors.  Mr. J. Tansey, Senior Engineer answered questions arising from the report and it was then proposed by Cllr. T, O’Flaherty that;

“the proposed development, consisting of traffic calming scheme and pedestrian Crossing facility for Headford Road (N84) be proceeded with subject to the modifications set out in the report of the Senior Executive Planner dated 5th October, 2005”.


This was seconded by Cllr. M. Leahy and agreed.

6. NOTICE OF MOTIONS:

93/05 Notice given by Cllr. B. Cameron; Cllr. P. Conneely; Cllr Catherine Connolly; Cllr. Colette Connolly; Cllr. T. Costello; Cllr. D. Lyons; Cllr. D. McDonnell rec’d 30th September, 2005 under Standing Order No. 22

Cllr. D. Lyons advised that Cllr. J. Connolly also wished to be associated with submission of this motion.

The Mayor Cllr. B. Walsh called for a vote to be taken in accordance with Standing Order no. 22 to determine if this motion should be given precedence as urgent business.  The vote resulted as follows:

In favour 
 13

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

Cllr. B. Cameron then proposed that;

“This council be informed of the current position in relation to acquisition of a site by the City Council in Knocknacarra for the purpose of a new school for Colaiste na Coirbe recently announced by the Government”.

This was seconded by Cllr. P Conneely.

Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services then outlined to the elected council the current situation regarding the lands at Knocknacarra and agreed to write to the members of the Council updating them on the matter.

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the motion which resulted as follows:

In favour 
-
13

Abstention - 
1

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

Consideration of the remaining notice of motions on the agenda was deferred.

7. CONFERENCES:

“Local Authority Members Association Silver Jubilee Year Annual Winter Seminar”

Venue: Mount Errigal Hotel, Letterkenny.

Date: Friday 4th and Saturday 5th November, 2005 

The following members were proposed, seconded and agreed to attend the above conference: 

Cllr. John Connolly

8. CORRESPONDENCE:


9. QUESTIONS: notice of which was given by members

Deferred.

10.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

· O’Connells Bar Eyre Square:

Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services advised the elected council that initial steps have been taken with the intention of adding O’Connell Bar at Eyre Square to the record of protected structures and he further advised that the commencement of the process affords an element of protection to the property in terms of its conservation.

· Special meeting of the City Council on housing

It was agreed on the suggestion of the Mayor Cllr. B. Walsh that the proposed Special Meeting on housing will be held on Monday 28th November 2005.  

Cllr.  Catherine Connolly proposed;

“that the meeting be held at 7.00 p.m. on that date”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly and agreed.

· Budget 2006 

In response to a request from Cllr. D. Callanan the City Manager agreed to provide the information already sought by him relating to the annual allocation from the Local Government Fund provided to the City Council by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government indicating how per capita the allocation provided to Galway City compared to that provided to other cities.
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