Minutes of Adjourned Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council, held on Monday, 19th September 2005 at 5.00 p.m., in City Hall, College Road, Galway.

Presiding:
Cllr. B. Walsh, Mayor of the City of Galway.
Present:
Councillors: Brolcháin N. Ó; D. Callanan; B. Cameron; P. Conneely; Catherine Connolly; Colette Connolly; J. Connolly; T. Costello; M. J. Crowe; M. Leahy; D. Lyons and T. O’Flaherty. 

In Attendance: 
Mr. J. MacGrath, City Manager,

                        Mr. J. O’Neill, Director of Services,

                        Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services,


  

Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services,



Mr. T. Hernon, Director of Services,



Mr. P.J. McGovern, Head of Finance,



Mr. J. Considine, Senior Executive Officer,

                        Mr. J. Tansey, Senior Engineer,



Ms. F. Mullarkey, Senior Executive Officer,



Ms. N. Coveney, Clerical Officer.

Apologies:

Cllr. D. McDonnell & Cllr. J. Mulholland.

· The Mayor Cllr. B. Walsh proposed a vote of congratulations to the Galway Under 21 All Ireland Hurling Champions 2005 and also proposed that a civic reception be afforded to them by the City Council.  This was seconded by Cllr. J. Connolly who also proposed that the Galway Under 21 All Ireland Football Champions 2005 be also included in the civic reception.  This was seconded by Cllr. D. Lyons and agreed.

· Cllr. T. O’Flaherty proposed a vote of congratulations to Mr. Ken Bruen, Crime writer, who was recently awarded the prestigious Macavity Award by the Mystery Readers International for his book “The Killing of the Tinkers” and she proposed that a flower bed be dedicated in his honour at Eyre Square.  A number of Councillors supported the idea of acknowledging former greats of sport and theatre in this way and it was suggested by Cllr. Catherine Connolly that the proposal in the City Development Plan to develop a permanent Writer’s Centre in the city where such writers, etc could be acknowledged could be progressed.  

At the suggestion of the City Manager, it was agreed that this matter could be examined by the Recreation, Amenity and Culture SPC and that a recommendation be brought back before the City Council.  This was agreed.

· Cllr. M. Leahy proposed a vote of sympathy to Mr. E. Hannan, former C.E.O. of the Western Health Board and his family on the recent death of his wife Rita.  This was seconded by Cllr. D. Lyons and agreed.  

· The Mayor Cllr. B. Walsh then advised that the City Manager at his request had agreed to now give an update to Councillors on the Eyre Square Enhancement Project and that he also now proposed to consider Notice of Motion No. 81/05 submitted by Cllr. P. Conneelly under Standing Order No. 22 – Urgent Business.

In response to a question raised regarding the other notice of motions on the Agenda, the Mayor Cllr. B. Walsh proposed that “a special meeting of the Council be held on Monday 17th October 2005 to consider notice of motions on the Agenda”.  

This was seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty and agreed.  

Cllr. Catherine Connolly proposed 

“that this special meeting be held at 7.00 p.m.  

This was seconded by Cllr. O’ Brolcháin and agreed.  

Cllr. P. Conneely then proposed that:

“his notice of motion No. 81/05 be considered at Item No. 6 on the Agenda as per the precedent set”. 

This was seconded by Cllr. O’Brolcháin and agreed.   

The City Manager then referred to the motion passed at the Special Meeting of the Council on 20th July 2005 and advised that advanced negotiations were now taking place with the preferred bidder for completion of the project and that this preferred bidder is SIAC Construction Group.  He further stated that negotiations, which are at a delicate stage, are proceeding on the basis of commencing work on the site in October with a six-month time- frame for completion of the works.  A debate then followed on whether Councillors should be allowed to comment and raise questions on the update.  In the course of the debate, Cllr. N. O’Brolcháin proposed that 

“Councillors be allowed one minute each to comment on the update”.

Cllr. P. Conneely passed a comment, which was personally insulting to the City Manager.  The Mayor Cllr. B. Walsh drew Cllr. P. Conneely’s attention to the provisions of Standing Order No. 40 and requested him to withdraw the comment made to the City Manager or leave the meeting. 

Cllr. N. O’Brolcháin proposed 

“that the meeting be adjourned”.  

Cllr. M. Leahy seconded the motion unless Cllr. P. Conneely withdrew his comment.  

Cllr. P. Conneely then indicated that he was reluctantly withdrawing the words which caused offence and the Mayor obtained the agreement of the Council to speak for one minute each on the update as suggested by Cllr. N. O’Brolcháin.

Councillors then proceeded to comment on and raise questions on the update given and on the project and the City Manager answered the questions raised by them.  

1. MINUTES:

Confirmation of:

       None.

2. REPORTS OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS:

(a) Report of Procedures Committee Meeting held on Monday 27th June 2005:

&

(b) Report of Procedures Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 5th July 2005:

It was agreed, at the suggestion of Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó, that the reports of both meetings be considered together.

The Mayor, Cllr. B. Walsh, then outlined to the Elected Council the recommendations contained in Item (2) of both reports relating to Meeting Procedures and following discussion the following was agreed:

· Minutes of Meetings of the City Council:
It was proposed by Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó;

“That the recommendation of the Procedures Committee, that minutes of City Council meetings be reduced in detail to conform with the requirements of Standing Order No. 14, be adopted on a trial basis”.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. McDonnell who suggested that the trial period for this and other recommendations be from September to the end of December 2005 and reviewed in January 2006.  This was agreed.

In answer to a question raised by Cllr. Colette Connolly it was clarified that Matters Arising from Minutes will continue to be dealt with following the confirmation of Minutes.

· Reports of Officials:
At the suggestion of the Mayor, Cllr. B. Walsh, it was unanimously agreed that the recommendation of the Procedures Committee be implemented i.e., that in order to save time at Council Meetings, reports already circulated to Councillors with the Agenda, should not be read out by the relevant Director, that it be assumed Councillors have read the report and that where necessary to update reports that the Director give a quick bullet point update.

· Hour of Meetings and Frequency of Meetings:
Following a lengthy debate in which Councillors differed on the recommendation of the Procedures Committee on this issue the Mayor, Cllr. B. Walsh proposed that:

“Meetings of the City Council be held once a month and that the hour of the meeting be 7.00 p.m.”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó.

Cllr. D. Callanan then proposed that:

“Meetings of the City Council be held once a month and that the hour of the meeting be 5.00 p.m.”.

This was seconded by Cllr. J. Mulholland.

Following further discussion the Mayor, Cllr. B. Walsh, then withdrew his motion and Cllr. Catherine Connolly questioned if the provision of Standing Order No. 20 relating to the amendment or revocation of resolutions applied to this proposal since it would change the resolution of the City Council relating to the schedule of meetings agreed at the Annual Meeting of the Council held on 20th June 2005.

The City Manager advised that the provisions  of the Local Government Act 2001 take precedence over the Standing Orders and he quoted from the Act in that regard.

Following further debate, the Mayor, Cllr. B. Walsh, called for a vote to be taken on Cllr. Callanan’s motion which resulted as follows;

In favour:              9

Against:                5

Abstentions:          1

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

· Minutes of S.P.C. Meetings:
Following discussion on the recommendations set out in the reports of the Procedures Committee on this issue it was proposed by Cllr. Brolcháin N. Ó

“That the recommendations of the Procedures Committee on this issue be re-examined and brought back to another meeting of the City Council”.

This was seconded by the Mayor, Cllr. B. Walsh and agreed.

-----------------------  

Cllr. P. Conneely then proposed:

“That the duration of the meeting continue to deal with all items on the agenda”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty.

Cllr. D. McDonnell proposed the following amendment:

“That the meeting continue to 10.00 p.m. and then review”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly and agreed.

3. CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS OF OFFICIALS:

(a) Waste Management  -  Pay by Weight Pilot Project:

The Information note on Household Waste Management and the Implementation of user charges, already circulated to Councillors, was discussed and noted.  The main issues raised by Councillors related to;

· The need to make provision for hardship cases such as families with young children or disabilities using large numbers of nappies, the addition of items such as grass and ashes to bins seasonally and the addition of clean –up by members of Resident’s Association to their bins.
· That the system does not reward the public who embraced recycling.
· The effect on budget and the repercussions this may have for the waiver system.
· The need for reports from the Regional Waste Co-ordinator on what is happening regionally.
Questions raised by Councillors were answered by Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services, and Mr. K. Swift, Senior Engineer, and in particular they advised that the scheme  is government policy; that the pilot commenced in June and will be reviewed in three months; that what is proposed is a pay by volume system with electronic recognition system; that the three key principles in the system are reduce, recycle and equity in the system; that no charges will apply to any customer arising from the pilot scheme for the year 2005 and that the concerns raised by Councillors regarding issues of ashes, grass etc., can be examined and that the costs of planning the scheme can be outlined.

(b) Variations to Galway City Development Plan 2005 – 2011:

Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services, advised of the recommendations in the Manager’s report relating to the proposed variations i.e., that variation No. 1 was being recommended but that variation No. 2. was not being recommended.

Ms. C. Phelan, Senior Planner, then made a presentation to the Elected Council on the proposed variations.

The Mayor, Cllr. B. Walsh, then invited Councillors to consider the proposed variation No. 1 as follows;

Variation:

Change of land use zoning on lands on the Dublin Road, Mervue, (area of land approx. 3.77ha/9.32ac).

Change of zoning on lands located at Glenina, Mervue, and fronting onto the Dublin Road known as Crowley Park/Galwegians Rugby Football Grounds from its present zoning RA – to provide for and protect recreational uses, open spaces, amenity uses and natural heritage to R zoning – to provide for residential development and for associated support development, which will ensure the protection of existing residential amenity and will contribute to sustainable residential neighbourhoods.  In addition the following specific development objective is considered where R zoning is accepted – that the Council will consider the development of these lands for uses appropriate to the R zoning provided that Glenina House, the existing clubhouse and outbuildings, are substantially retained and incorporated satisfactorily into any development.

Following a lengthy debate in which the merits of retaining the existing Glenina House and outbuilding and also the green strip at the front of the site and the Gate Lodge, were discussed, it was proposed by Cllr. D. McDonnell that;

“The proposed variation No. 1, as published, be made to Galway City Development Plan 2005 – 2011 subject to the following restrictions:

· That the existing house and outbuildings be demolished.

· That any re-development of the site shall include a conservation record of Glenina House and shall incorporate any important and appropriate architectural features in the new development.

This was seconded by Cllr. M. J. Crowe.

Following further debate in which a number of suggestions made by Councillors regarding the possibility of retaining Glenina House and the green strip were discussed, Cllr. Brolcháin N . Ó. proposed the following amendment i.e:

“That the retention of the green strip to the front and the retention of Glenina House be included in the motion for change of zoning”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello.

The Mayor, Cllr. B. Walsh called for a vote to be taken on the amending motion which resulted as follows:

In favour:     6

Against:        9

The Mayor declared the amending motion defeated.

Cllr. D. McDonnell then proposed that the following additional restriction be added to his original motion i.e.:

“That the green strip at the front of the site be retained in R.A. zoning with adequate access to service the site”.

This was seconded by Cllr. M. J. Crowe.

Cllr. Colette Connolly then proposed the following amendment:

“That the Council go with the recommendation in the Manager’s report”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello.

Ms. C. Phelan, Senior Planner, suggested that the reference to the retention of Glenina House need not be included in the motion as the demolition would in any event be subject to the planning application process.

Following further brief debate the Mayor, Cllr. B. Walsh, called for a vote to be taken on the amendment proposed by Cllr. Colette Connolly which resulted as follows;

In favour:         5

Against:            9

Abstentions:     1

The Mayor declared the amending motion defeated and called for a vote to be taken on Cllr. McDonnell’s composite motion as seconded by Cllr. M. J. Crowe: 

“that the proposed variation no.1, as published, be made to Galway City Development Plan 2005-2011 subject to the following restrictions;

· That the existing house and outbuildings be demolished.

· That any re-development of the site shall include a conservation record of Glenina House and shall incorporate any important and appropriate architectural features in the new development.

· That the green strip at the front of the site be retained in RA zoning with adequate access to service the site.

The vote resulted as follows;

In favour     9 

Against       6

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

****************************

The Mayor then invited Councillors to consider proposed variation no. 2 as follows:

Change of land use zoning on lands at Mervue, (area of land approx. 5.08ha/12.55ac)

Change of zoning on lands located in Mervue fronting onto the Monivea Road and Joyce’s Road and known as the ‘Crown Equipment’ site, from its present zoning I – to provide for enterprise, industrial and related uses to CI zoning – to provide for enterprise, light industry and commercial uses other than those reserved for the city centre zone.

Councillor T. O’Flaherty proposed: 

“that variation no. 2 as published be made to the Galway City Development Plan 2005-2011 subject to the following specific requirements being inserted in the Plan for any planning application for the redevelopment of these lands.

1. That the existing Monivea Road entrance to these lands shall be closed and that no entrance or exit, either vehicular or pedestrian, shall be opened on to the Monivea Road.

2. Retail buildings only to be developed along Monivea Road.  Parking to be kept back from Monivea Road and separated from Monivea Road by buildings.

3. Design of frontage facing Monivea Road shall be of a high architectural standard.  All buildings shall be set back a minimum of 10m. from the fence line.

4. Buildings on the Monivea Road side of the site should not exceed two levels overground.

5. That the highest buildings developed on the site shall be located on those parts of the site furthest from the Monivea Road.

6. That the highest buildings should not exceed 4 levels overground in height.

7. Any residential component, either houses or apartments, shall comprise no more than 20% of the overall floor area of the development.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. McDonnell.

A lengthy debate followed in which some Councillors expressed their opposition to the proposed variation while other Councillors supported it.

Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services, and Ms. Caroline Phelan, Senior Planner, outlined in detail to the Elected Council their opposition to the proposed variation and the reasons why the proposed variation to CI zoning was in their opinion not appropriate.

In answer to a question raised as to whether it was appropriate to include conditions relating to a possible future planning permission in the Development Plan, Mr. C. Hayes advised that while it is not appropriate it can be done.

As the time was now 10.00 p.m. it was proposed by Cllr. D. Callanan and seconded by the Mayor, Cllr. B. Walsh that the duration of the meeting be extended to 11.00 p.m. in order to allow for further consideration of the Agenda.

 Cllr. J. Mulholland proposed an amendment i.e:

“That the meeting be extended to finish at 10.30 p.m.”  

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Lyons and agreed by Councillors on condition that the situation be reviewed at 10.30 p.m.

At 10.30 p.m. following further debate on the proposed variation, it was proposed by Cllr. D. Lyons, seconded by the Mayor, Cllr. B. Walsh and agreed to further extend the duration of the meeting to 11.00 p.m.

Cllr. Catherine Connolly then proposed the following amendment;

“That the City Council go with the recommendation as set out by the City Manager in his report”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly.

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the proposed amendment which resulted as follows:

In favour 
  4

Against
10

Abstentions
 1

The Mayor declared the amending motion defeated and called for a vote to be taken on the motion proposed by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty which resulted as follows;

In favour
9

Against
5

Abstentions
1

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

c) Proposed additions to the Record of Protected Structures under Section 55 of the Planing Act, 2000:

It was agreed, at the suggestion of Cllr. D. McDonnell, to defer consideration of this item to the Special Meeting of the City Council on Wednesday 20th July, 2005, together with any of the items not dealt with from this Agenda and that these items be dealt with following the Special Meeting.

d) Planning:

Deferred.

e) Part V of Planning & Development Act, 2000:

Deferred.

f) Cost analysis of Employing City Architect:

Deferred

g) Customer Care Plan:

Deferred.

h) Expenditure of €50,000 allocated to finish estates:

It was proposed by Cllr. D. McDonnell;

“that the recommendation set out in the report of Mr. Tom Hernon, Director of Services, dated 4th July, 2005 and the appendix 1 attached thereto be approved by the City Council”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly and agreed, subject to a quarterly report on taking in charge of estates being provided to the Elected Council.

i) Children at Play Warning Signs in Housing Estates:

Deferred.

j) Housing Quarterly Progress report quarter ending 30th June, 2005:

Deferred.

4.   Consideration by Report of Mayor:

None.

5.  BUSINESS PRESCRIBED BY STATUTE:

a) Annual Financial Statement for Year Ending 31st December, 2004 :

The City  Manager referred to his report dated 12th July, 2004, which had attached the Annual Financial Statement for year ending 31st December, 2004.  He explained the content of his report and sought the approval of the Elected Council to the excess expenditure under the various programmes as set out in the report.

Cllr. D. McDonnell proposed that the Annual Financial Statement be accepted  and this was seconded by Cllr. M.  J. Crowe.

Following questions raised by Councillors a debate arose regarding certain over expenditures and it was proposed by Cllr. Catherine Connolly;

“That the item be deferred for consideration at the next meeting of the Council”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello and agreed.

b) ESB/Rehab People of the Year Awards 2005: 

The information on the ESB/Rehab People of the Year Awards 2005, already circulated to Councillors, was noted and Councillors were advised that they could individually nominate candidates for this award or alternatively could so corporately.

c) Part VIII – Traffic Calming Scheme and Pedestrian Crossing facility for Headford Road N84:

It was proposed by Cllr. T. Costello that;

“the proposals set out in the report of Mr. Tom Hernon dated 13th July 2005, for the provision of a Traffic Calming Scheme and pedestrian crossing facility on the Headford Road (N84) from the Kirwan Roundabout to Bothar na Coiste junction, be subject to the provisions of Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001”.

This was seconded by Cllr. M. J. Crowe and agreed.

d) Part VIII proposals for:

Continuation of Bus Lane from Skerritt Roundabout to Martin Roundabout at the junction of the N6 (via R338 and R921):

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Lyons that;

“The proposals set out in the report of Mr. Tom Hernon, Director of Services, dated 13th July 2005, for the continuation of the Bus Lane from the Skerritt Roundabout to the Martin Roundabout at the junction of the N6 (via R338 and R921) be subjected to the provisions of Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001”.

This was seconded by Cllr. J. Mulholland and agreed.

Improvement to the Doughiska Road with its junction with R921:

It was proposed by Cllr. M. Leahy that;

“the proposals set out in the report of Mr. Tom Hernon, Director of Services, dated 13th July 2005 for improvement to the Doughiska Road with its junction with R921 be subjected to the provisions of Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001”.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. McDonnell and agreed.

e) Part VIII Sandy Road Depot – Provision of Enclosed Compound:

It was proposed by Cllr. T. Costello that;

“the proposals set out in the report of Mr. Tom Hernon, dated 13th July 2005, for the provision of an enclosed compound at Sandy Road Depot be subjected to Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Brolchain N. Ó. and agreed. 

f) Arts Grants 2005: 

Cllr. D. Callanan requested that his Notice of Motion ref: 72/05 submitted under Standing Order no. 22 Urgent Business be considered together with this item.

As the time was now 11.00 p.m. it was proposed by the Mayor, Cllr. B. Walsh seconded by Cllr. D. McDonnell and agreed to extend the duration of the meeting by sufficient time to complete consideration of this item.

The Mayor indicated that the Council would decide after this item if Cllr. Callanan’s notice of motion should be considered.

Following debate on the amount of funding being provided to the Arts it was proposed by Cllr. D. Lyons that;

“the proposals for allocation of Arts Grants in the sum of €240,000 as set out in the appendix to the report of Mr. Tom Connell, Director of Services, dated 14th July 2005 be approved by the City Council”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly and agreed.

Notice of Motion no. 72/05 notice given by Cllr. D. Callanan:

It was agreed by the Elected Council that the Notice of Motion no. 72/05 be considered as urgent business under Standing Order no. 22 and be dealt with. 

Cllr. D. Callanan proposed that;

“This Council increase the Budget allocation for Arts Council Grants 2005 by €40,000”.

This was seconded by Cllr. J. Mulholland on condition that €20,000 be given back to fund programmes from which the funding was taken at budget time.

The City Manager advised that Cllr. Callanan’s proposals would also impinge on a proposal he intended to make in relation to item 3(I) on the Agenda i.e “Children at Play Warning Signs in Housing Estates”.

Cllr. D. Callanan then indicated that he wished to defer consideration of his motion until the Annual Budget for 2006 is being considered.

g) To Authorise the Raising of a Loan:

It was proposed by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. D. Lyons and resolved to authorise the Raising of a Loan in the sum of €147,166.71 to fund Part V Affordable Housing at Sailin, Wellpark, Galway.

6.     NOTICE OF MOTIONS:

Deferred. 

7.     CONFERENCES: 
(a) National Association of Councillors National Women’s Conference “Promoting the Role of Women in Local Government” will be held in the Holiday Inn, Belfast, on Friday 9th September 2005 to Sunday 11th September 2005.

The following member was proposed, seconded and agreed to attend the above conference.

Cllr. T. O’Flaherty.

(b) NASC European Briefing Programme will be held in the Conference Centre, NASC Office, Brussles, on 5th & 6th of October 2005.  

The following members were proposed, seconded and agreed to attend the above conference.

Cllr. T. O’Flaherty.

Cllr. D. Lyons.

8.  CORRESPONDENCE:

None.

9. QUESTIONS: 

Deferred.

10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Amendment of Standing Orders: 

The City Manager advised Councillors that arising from their decision taken earlier in the meeting to hold meetings once a month at 5.00 p.m. it was necessary to clarify the decision to now determine which day in the month the meetings will be held.  He advised that this could be done either by ordinary resolution of the Council or by resolution to amend Standing Orders which would require the resolution of 50% of the Council in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 2001.

Cllr. D. McDonnell proposed;

“that Standing Orders be amended to provide that meetings of the City Council be held once a month, on the second Monday of each  month commencing at 5.00 p.m. for the trial period September-December 2005 as already agreed”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty. 

At the request of Councillors, The Mayor called for a roll call vote to be taken which resulted as follows;

In favour :
9
Cllr. D. Callanan, P. Conneely, J .Connolly, M. J.

                                       Crowe, M. Leahy, D. Lyons, D. McDonnell, J.

                                       Mulholland and T. O’Flaherty.

Against:

5
Cllrs. B. Cameron, Catherine Connolly, 

 Colette Connolly, T. Costello, and B. Walsh.

Abstentions:
1
Cllr. Brolchain N. Ó.

Bonfires

Cllr. T. O’Flaherty requested that bonfires be included as an item on the Agenda for a future meeting of the Council.

------------------------------------------------------   
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