
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council, held on Monday 26th April, 2010,

 at 4.00 p.m., in City Hall, College Road, Galway.

Presiding:
Cllr. P. Keane, Deputy  Mayor of the City of Galway.
Present:
Councillors: B. Cameron; P. Conneely, Catherine Connolly, Colette Connolly; T. Costello; M.J. Crowe; O. Crowe; D. Lyons; N. McNelis; H. Naughton; D. Nolan; T. O’Flaherty; B. Walsh.
In Attendance:           
Mr. J. MacGrath, City Manager,

                        Mr. J. O’Neill, Director of Services,



Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services,

  

Ms. C. Phelan, A/Director of Services, 



Mr. K. Swift, A/Director of Services,

                        Ms. E. McCormack, Head of Finance,

Mr. J. Considine, Senior Executive Officer,

Mr. J. Tansey, Senior Engineer,

Mr. R. Brennan, A/Senior Engineer,

Mr. B. Dunne, A/Senior Engineer,

Ms. M. Troy, Financial Accountant,

Mr. J. Molloy, Executive Engineer,

Ms. H. Connaughton, Property Manager,

Mr. G. McMahon, Administrative Officer,

Ms. T. Donoghue, Staff Officer. 

Apologies:

Cllr. D. McDonnell, Mayor of the City of Galway.

· The Deputy Mayor Cllr. P. Keane tendered apologies to the Elected Council on behalf of the Mayor Cllr. D. McDonnell for his absence from the meeting due to official Mayoral Business and he welcomed all present to the meeting.

· Presentation on Western River Basin District Management Plan

The Deputy Mayor Cllr. P. Keane welcomed Ms. Maire Ní Chionna, Western River Basin District Co-Coordinator (Senior Engineer – Galway County Council) and Mr. Paddy Kavanagh E.S.B.  International to the meeting to make the presentation on the Western River Basin District Management Plan.  

Ms. Ní Chionna and Mr. Kavanagh then made a joint presentation to the Elected Council on the plan, copy of which was already circulated to Councillors.  

The Deputy Mayor then thanked both for their presentations and invited questions and comments from Councillors.  A debate followed in which Councillors welcomed the plan and complimented the work done in preparing it.  Questions raised by Councillors were answered by Ms. M. Ní Choinna and Mr. P. Kavanagh and the following were the main issues raised by Councillors;

· The inclusion of a paragraph in the plan relating to water pricing policy

· Whether there is a inbuilt review period in the plan

· Clarification of the time frame for delivery of the plan

· The problems posed by invasive weed species such as Lagarosyphon weed and the responsibility for removing such weeds

The following motions tabled during the course of the debate were then considered.

(i)
Cllr. Catherine Connolly proposed;

“That the paragraph numbered 5.2.4 entitled Water Pricing Policy on page 66 and the paragraph entitled Cost Recovery for Water Services on page 101 be deleted”

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly.

The City Manager advised that there were specific technical and legal complications to the motion proposed and particularly emphasised that it is a  requirement under E.U. Legislation to make provision for water pricing and that therefore these paragraphs could not be deleted from the plan.  He reminded Councillors that water pricing is also Government policy.

The Deputy Mayor Cllr. P. Keane then called for a vote to be taken on the motion which resulted as follows;


In Favour:
10


Against:
  3


Abstention:     1

The Deputy Mayor declared the motion carried.

(ii) 
Cllr. Catherine Connolly then proposed;

“That this Council carry out a study as soon as possible on the status of the Barna Stream and the Terryland River”

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly and agreed unanimously.

(iii)
Cllr. B. Cameron proposed;

“That the Minister for Environment, Heritage & Local Government provide appropriate structured funding to combat the spread of Lagarosyphon Major or Africian Condweed in the River Corrib”

“This was seconded by Cllr. D. Nolan and agreed unanimously.

Cllr. Catherine Connolly then proposed;

“That the River Basin Management Plan for the Western River District in Ireland (2009-2015) be adopted by the Elected Council as amended by the motion of Cllr. Catherine Connolly relating to deletion of Water Pricing Policy paragraphs in the plan”.

This was seconded by Cllr. N. McNelis.

The Deputy Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the motion, which resulted as follows;


In Favour:
12


Against:
  2

The Deputy Mayor declared the motion carried.

_____________________________________

· At the request of Cllr. Colette Connolly it was agreed to record her discontent with the City Manager’s decision not to allow a question submitted by her to be placed on the agenda for this meeting.

The City Manager confirmed his decision that the question was not appropriate to place on the agenda for a meeting of Council.

· Cllr. M.J. Crowe then proposed 

“That Item 4(a) Smarter Travel Bid be considered as the first item following Item 1(a) – Consideration of the Minutes”.

This was seconded by Cllr. B. Walsh and agreed.

1. CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES:
(a) Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 8th March, 2010.
On the proposition of Cllr. M.J. Crowe, seconded by Cllr T. O’Flaherty, the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday, 8th March, 2010, were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

Matters Arising:

In response to issues raised by Councillors arising from the minutes;

The City Manager advised;

· That he has again written to the Sisters of Mercy regarding lands at Lenaboy/Taylors Hill and that he will advise Councillors when a response is received.

· That he had examined the suggestion made by Councillors in relation to funding an allowance for the Deputy Mayor for the latter half of the current Mayoral term and that the only way this can be funded at present is to reduce the conference allowance of each Councillor by €200.00, to cover the Deputy Mayor’s period to June 2010.

Cllr. M.J. Crowe proposed;

“That the Manager’s suggestion be agreed”.

This was seconded by Cllr. B. Cameron and agreed unanimously.

- 
That he will personally deal with the issues raised by Cllr. Colettte Connolly regarding control of parking adjacent to the City Museum and also the condition of the E.S.B. substation there.

- 
That with regard to the work to rule, by Council staff, that Councillors are aware of the current difficulties in the public service generally, that unions have given instructions to staff regarding certain work to rule measures.  He advised that the City Council is not in direct dispute with anyone and that the issues involved are national issues.  He acknowledged the difficulties this is posing for Councillors but stated that the situation of staff involved must be also acknowledged.  He undertook to examine with staff unions the differences between responding to requests for information made by Councillors and the making of representations on behalf of constituents.  

- 
That in light of reservations raised by Cllr. P. Conneely regarding the accuracy of the figures on Councillors expenses recently given under a Freedom of Information request, that any such information being place on the internet, as agreed at the last meeting of Council, will first be forwarded to Councillors for their inspection.  The City Manager acknowledged that the information contained in the response to the Freedom of Information request, which indicated that Cllr. P. Conneely had received an allowance as Chair of an S.P.C. in 2008 was incorrect and that steps had already been taken to correct it.


This was agreed.

· Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services advised;

- 
That a partnership with Gluas has been agreed and that it has been pointed out to Gluas that the City Council cannot align itself to any particular Transport Operator/Provider.  (In this context Cllr. D. Nolan felt that the depiction of the Gluas presentation in the minutes was more negative that on the night of the meeting).

- 
That the water supply contract at Circular Road is now substantially completed.

- 
That pot hole and damaged gullies are still being treated with tar and chip, but that representations have been received from a number of companies offering alternative methods for dealing with such problems.  He confirmed that contract staff are currently working on repair of pot holes and gullies.

· Mr. J. O’Neill, Director of Services advised;

- 
That he will follow up to ensure that the details of the tender process undertaken for the lease of affordable housing units which was awarded to Cluid Housing Association be forwarded to all Councillors.

· Mr. K. Swift, A/Director of Services advised;

- 
That a limited targeted programme of flower displays for the Salthill and City Centre areas only will be put in place for the forthcoming Round Ireland Power Boat Race in June.

4.
CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS OF OFFICIALS

(a) Smarter Travel Bid

Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services referred to the copy of the Draft Smarter Travel Bid already circulated to Councillors and also to the most up to date copy of the bid now being circulated to Councillors at the meeting.  He clarified to Councillors the area covered by the bid i.e. the City of Galway and the areas of Oranmore, Claregalway and Barna in the County.  He advised that the concept of the bid is to move from car transport to public transport and other modes of transport and he emphasised that Galway in making this bid in a competitive situation, that the Department will fund three or four bids from around the country from a total national fund of €50 million, that Galway City’s bid is for €20 million and that there is no guarantee of success despite success so far in the process.

He then referred to the copy of the presentation on the bid being circulated to the meeting and Mr. J. Tansey, Senior Engineer, then made the presentation to the Elected Council.

Following the presentation Mr. C. Hayes advised that he will be coming back to Councillors on individual elements of the bid if successful and that he was now seeking the adoption of the bid by the Elected Council, so that it can be submitted by the closing date of 30th April, 2010.

A debate then followed and at the outset Cllr. M.J. Crowe proposed;

“That the Elected Council endorse the Galway City Smarter Travel Bid”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty.

Questions and concerns raised by Councillors were then answered by Mr. C. Hayes, he also thanked Councillors for their general welcome of the bid and acknowledged concerns raised by some Councillors regarding aspects of the bid particularly relating to shared surfaces and further pedestrianisation.  He also acknowledged the input of the County Council in preparing the bid and particularly paid tribute to the staff of the Transportation Unit for their work in this regard.

The motion proposed by Cllr. M.J. Crowe was then agreed unanimously.

The City Manager thanked Councillors for their time in considering this bid and for their support of it throughout the process.  He also thanked Mr. C. Hayes, Mr. J. Tansey, Mr. Jim Molloy and Ms. Cathy Joyce and all staff who worked with them in preparing this bid.

(b)
Public Transport Marketing Strategy
Deferred.

(c)
Provision of Public Toilets
Deferred

(d)
Road Works Programme 2010. 

Deferred

(e)
Bus Priority Measures – Bothar Uí Eithir

Deferred

(f)
Quarterly Service Reports – Quarter Ending 31st March, 2010.
This item was deferred with the exception of the Financial Quarterly Report which was considered in conjunction with Item 2(e)

2.
BUSINESS PRESCRIBED BY STATUTE 
(a) Disposal of Lands

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Lyons, seconded by Cllr. N. McNelis and agreed to resolve pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, and Section 211 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 to dispose of land contained in Plan 119 of Folio G4 23906 – Part of old road registered to Galway County Council when city boundaries were extended, to David & Rita Lenihan, Gentian Hill, Knocknacarra, Galway, as per terms of Statutory notice dated 29th March, 2010 and circulated to Councillors. 

(b) Disposal of Lands

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Lyons, seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly and agreed to resolve pursuant Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, and Section 211 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 the disposal of lands held by Galway City Council at Knocknacarra, Galway to the Department of Education in exchange for lands at Knocknacarra, Galway, as per the terms of Statutory Notice dated 29th March, 2010, and circulated to Councillors.  
(c) Disposal of Lands
It was proposed by Cllr. D. Lyons, seconded by Cllr. N. McNelis to resolve pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, and Section 211 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 the disposal of lands held by Galway City Council at Gharraí Dhónaill, Kimeenmore, Galway to E.S.B. networks, Lower Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin 2, as per terms of Statutory notice dated 12th February, 2010, and circulated to Councillors.

(d)
Disposal of Lands

it was proposed by Cllr. M.J. Crowe, seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty to resolve pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, and Section 211 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 the disposal of lands held by Galway City Council at Melody Court, Renmore, Galway to E.S.B. networks, Lower Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin 2, as per terms of Statutory notice dated 11th February, 2010, and circulated to Councillors.

(e)
Annual Financial Statement (unaudited) for year ending 31st December, 2009.

At the request of the City Manager it was agreed on the proposal of Cllr. T. Costello and seconded by Cllr. M.J. Crowe to consider the Quarterly Financial Report (part of Item 4(f)) with this item.

Ms. E. McCormack, Head of Finance then referred to the Annual Financial Statement (unaudited) for the year ending 31st December, 2009, and also the Quarterly Financial Report for quarter ending 31st March, 2010, both already circulated to Councillors and she outlined the main issues raised in both documents.

The City Manager referred Councillors to table 17 on page 21 of the A.F.S. and advised that it was necessary for them to approve the over-expenditure in the various programme groups as out in that table.  

Ms. E. McCormack explained the reasons for the particular over-expenditures in the relevant programme groups.  Questions and concerns raised by Councillors were then answered by Ms. E. McCormack, and they centred mainly on the state of the City Council’s finances, the difficulty in collection of rates and other charges and the day to day management of finances.

The City Manager in response to issues raised described the City Council’s financial situation as very serious, particularly in relation to the collection of commercial rates, which account for one third of the Council’s revenue.  He explained that payment plans are in place with many rate payers and that some pay in the second quarter of the year.  He stated that it is critical that businesses come to the City Council if they feel they are in difficulty with the payment of their rates and that if no attempt is made by rate payers to pay their rates legal action will be taken by the Council to enforce payment.  He further advised that all income sources are being driven to generate income to the Council and he reassured Councillors  that finances are being strictly managed, that the Council will only spend what they can afford and that core services will get priority.  

A further debate followed in which questions raised by Councillors relating to the following issues were answered by the City Manager;

· The level of collection of commercial water charges

· The need for Byelaws/Regulation relating to collection of rates as in practice in other cities

· The need to review the use of pay and display machines as a method of enforcing parking charges.

· The collection of outstanding development levies in the current economic climate

Cllr. O. Crowe then proposed;

“That the over expenditure set out in Table 17 on page 21 of the Annual Financial Statement for the year ending 31st December, 2009, be approved by the Elected Council.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Nolan and agreed.

(f)
Proposal for the Extinguishment of the Public Right of Way over the Open Space situated between Monalee Heights and Monalee Manor, Knocknacarra, Galway, - Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993. 
Mr. K. Swift, A/Director of Services referred to his report in this regard circulated to Councillors with the Agenda and he outlined the contents to the Elected Council.

Cllr. D. Lyons then proposed;

“That the public right of ways over the laneways leading to the open space, known as the tennis court at Monalee Manor/Monalee Heights, Knocknacarra, Galway, be extinguished in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly.

At 7.30p.m. Cllr. B. Cameron proposed;

“That the duration of the meeting be extended to complete consideration of this item and also to consider a question on the Agenda from Cllr. Catherine Connolly to which a reply had been circulated at the meeting”.

This was seconded by Cllr. B. Walsh and agreed.

A debate followed and in response to issues raised by Councillors Mr. K. Swift, A/Director of Services advised that he will liaise with Local Councillors on the design of the gates proposed to be installed to close off access to the laneways, that the City Council will hold the keys to these gates and will liaise with local groups as to access to the land and that the future use of the lands will be determined in consultation with local residents.  He also confirmed that the views of the Transport & Infrastructure Department were sought in considering this action.

The motion proposed by Cllr. D. Lyons and seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly was then agreed unanimously.  

(3)
REPORTS OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS


None.

(5)
CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS OF MAYOR

None.

6.
NOTICE OF MOTIONS 

Deferred.
7.
CONFERENCEES


On the proposal of Cllr. M.J. Crowe seconded by Cllr. O. Crowe it was agreed to approve the attendance of Councillors at the conferences/seminars to which they were nominated as set out in the schedule of conferences circulated at the meeting and as set out hereunder:

Councillor Conference “Being Positive in a Negative Climate”

Westport, Co. Mayo.

21st – 23rd May 2010.
The following Councillor was nominated to attend;

Cllr. B. Cameron

BIDS Conference 

Dundalk, Co. Louth

11th May, 2010.
The following Councillors were nominated to attend;

Cllrs. M.J. Crowe and O. Crowe
Transport Ireland 2010.

Croke Park Conference Centre, Dublin

 29th April, 2010.

The following Councillors were nominated to attend;

Cllrs. M.J. Crowe, P. Keane, Niall McNeilis and B. Walsh.

ISME Annual Lunch

Shelbourne Hotel, Dublin.

5th May, 2010.

The following Councillor was nominated to attend;

Cllr. M.J. Crowe.

8.
QUESTIONS:

Mr. C. Hayes clarified the response issued by him to Cllr. Catherine Connolly in response to a question submitted on the agenda relating to the scheme for diversion of sewerage entering the Eglinton Canal and the Waterways around Nuns Island.

9.
CORRESPONDENCES:

For noting by Councillors.

10.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None. 


The meeting concluded at 7.45p.m.

******************************
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