
Minutes of Special Meeting of Galway City Council, held on Monday 22nd February 2010 at 4.00 p.m., in City Hall, College Road, Galway.

Presiding:
Cllr. D. McDonnell, Mayor of the City of Galway.
Present:
Councillors: B. Cameron; P. Conneely; Catherine Connolly; Colette Connolly; T. Costello; M.J. Crowe; O. Crowe; P. Keane; D. Lyons; N. McNelis; H. Naughton; D. Nolan; T. O’Flaherty & B. Walsh.
In Attendance:          




Mr. J. O’Neill, Deputy City Manager,




Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services,




Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services,

                        Mr. J. Considine, Senior Executive Officer,

                       Mr. B. Dunne, A/Senior Engineer,

                       Mr. J. Tansey, Senior Engineer,

                       Mr. R. Brennan, A/Senior Engineer,

                       Ms. F. Mullarkey, Senior Executive Officer,

                       Mr. G. Mc Mahon, Administrative Officer,

                       Ms. A. Ruane, Administrative Officer,

                       Mr. S. Walsh, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent.

                                   Ms. P. Flanagan, Clerical Officer.

· Cllr. D. Lyons proposed:

“That a vote of sympathy to Mr. J. O’Neill Director of Services and his family on the recent death of his mother Ms. Maeve O’Neill R.I.P. and also proposed that a minutes silence be observed in the Chamber in her honour”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty and agreed.

A minute’s silence was then observed.

· The Mayor Cllr. D. Mc Donnell then referred to the letter circulated by the City Manager under item 3 of the agenda relating to proposed re-development of Ceannt Station and Galway Harbour Area and sought agreement from the elected Council to hold a Special Meeting to receive a joint presentation from CIE and GHC on Monday 29th March 2010.

Following debate in which two Councillors indicated that they could   not be present on that date, it was agreed that the City Manager go back to the two companies for alternative dates for the meeting offering April 12th, 19th and 26th as optional dates.

· In response to a question raised by Cllr. P. Conneely arising from the letter circulated to Councillors at the meeting from the Deputy City Manager regarding the current work to rule in place in protest against public service pay cuts, Mr. J. O’Neill advised that the letter was circulated in order to let Councillors know the instructions staff have received from their unions, which may affect the service provided to Councillors and the public. He advised that most of staff in City Hall are covered by this action and he will keep Councillors advised of any further changes. In response to a question raised he advised that such work to rule would not affect response to an emergency.

· Cllr. O. Crowe then proposed:

“A vote of congratulations to Ms. Maire Geoghegan Quinn on her recent appointment as European Commissioner and proposed that a Mayoral Reception be held to honour her appointment as soon as possible.

This was seconded by Cllr. P. Keane and agreed.

· Cllr. O. Crowe then proposed a vote of congratulations to Mr. Greg Cunningham on his recent call up to the Irish team.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Lyons and agreed.

· The Mayor Cllr. D. Mc Donnell advised the elected Council that he would have to depart from the meeting at 5:00 pm for business reasons for a short period and he sought the agreement of Councillors to the following order of Business in considering item 1 on the agenda, i.e. that item 1 be considered in the first hour and a half as agreed at the Ordinary meeting on 8th February allowing the following time frame for each directorate report, i.e.:

Housing





30 minutes

Transport & Infrastructure


15 minutes

Environment Recreation and Amenity
30 minutes

Arts and Culture



15 minutes.

This was agreed.

1. Consideration Reports of Officials.
(a) Quarterly Service Reports  - Quarter Ending 31/12/2009

· Housing

The Mayor Cllr. D. Mc Donnell referred to the report of Mr. J. O’Neill DOS dated 2nd February 2010 already circulated to Councillors and invited questions and comments from Councillors.

A debate followed in which questions and concerns raised by Councillors were answered by Mr. J. O’Neill Deputy City Manager  and by Ms. F. Mullarkey Senior Executive Officer.

The following motion tabled by Cllr. Colette Connolly in the course of the debate was then considered.

Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed:

“That this Council revisit the policy to be adopted Re 54 empty affordable properties  - allocating the units to those on the Social Housing waiting list”.

This was seconded by Cllr. B. Cameron.

Mr. J. O’Neill advised in this regard that Dunlaoighaire Rathdown County Council, who’s report on disposal of affordable units was being quoted by Councillors, had presented a report for noting by their Councillors and outlined the options being examined/considered in a very similar manner to the report he had brought to Council in October 2009.  He accepted the bone - fides of Councillors raising the issue but confirmed that all possible options had been examined by him and his directorate before recommending to council the actions agreed at the meeting on 8th February.

He also advised in response to a query raised that he was satisfied in relation to the procurement aspect of the leasing arrangement being entered into.

It was also noted that the decision of Council made at the meeting of 8th February could not be reversed at this meeting having regard to Standing Orders.

· Transport & Infrastructure.
The Mayor Cllr. D. Mc Donnell departed from the meeting at 5.00 pm and Cllr. P. Keane took the chair in his absence.

The Deputy Mayor referred to the Quarterly report on Transport & Infrastructure dated 3rd February from Mr. C. Hayes Director of Services for the Quarter ending 31st December 2009 and invited questions and comments from Councillors.

In the debate which followed, questions and concerns raised by Councillors were answered by Mr. C. Hayes Director of Services.

The following motion tabled during the course of the debate was then considered:

Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed:

“That this Council adopts a zero tolerance policy in relation to illegal car parking to be implemented jointly by City Council and Gardai Siochana”.

The Mayor called for a vote to be take on the motion which resulted as follows;


In Favour:

3


Against:

6


Abstentions:
4

The Deputy Mayor declared the motion defeated.

At the request of Councillors, Mr. C. Hayes agreed to re-examine proposal for the relocation of the Burke Busses Bus Stop at Foster street, to write to Councillors on his proposals for an alternative location and to put this item back on the agenda for the April meeting of Council.

· Environment, Recreation and Amenity.

The Deputy Mayor referred to the Quarterly report for Environment Recreation and Amenity for Quarter October – December 2009 already circulated to Councillors and invited questions and comments from Councillors.

It was noted that Mr. K. Swift A/Director of Services was absent from the meeting due to a family bereavement and in his absence questions and concerns raised by Councillors arising from the report were answered by Mr. S. Walsh Senior Executive Parks Superintendent and Ms. A. Ruane Administrative Officer.

The following motion tabled during the course of the debate was then considered.

Cllr. B. Cameron proposed:

“That the gates of the Children’s Millennium Park be closed at dusk every day bearing in mind the anti-social behaviour which results and the possible damage to equipment”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello and agreed unanimously. 

· Arts and Culture.

The Mayor Cllr. D. Mc Donnell having resumed the chair referred to the report of Mr. T. Connell Director of Services and called for comments and questions from Councillors.

In the debate which followed questions and concerns raised by Councillors were answered by Mr. T. Connell DOS.

2. Notice of Motions.

62/09 
Notice given by Cllr. Catherine Connolly  

Received 12th January 2009.

Cllr. Catherine Connolly proposed:

“That this Council calls on the Government to set up an independent investigation into the sinking of the fishing vessel ‘Iona Isle’ off the Coast of Erris Head as a matter of urgency”.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Nolan.

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the motion which resulted as follows;


In Favour:

8


Against:

2


Abstentions:
2

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

67/09 
Notice given by Cllr. B. Cameron   

Received 23rd June 2009.

Cllr. B. Cameron proposed:

“That Galway City Council calls on the Government to restore Child Benefit as a universal payment that is paid to every child living in Ireland and to comply with international state obligations, government policy and ordinary standards of human decency”.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Nolan.

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the motion which resulted as follows;


In Favour:
10


Against:
2

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

68/09 
Notice given by Cllr. B. Cameron   

Received 23rd June 2009.
Cllr. B. Cameron proposed:

“That Galway City Council call on the Minister for Finance to amend the Financial Act 2005 in order to do away with the anomaly that exists whereby   Host Families are treated differently from people who are defined as “Foster Parents” under the Act”.
This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello and agreed unanimously. 

113/09 
Notice given by Cllr. T. O’ Flaherty   

Received 30th October 2009

Cllr. T. O’ Flaherty proposed:

“That this Council introduce a bye-law to prevent the use of amplification by buskers and street performers on our city streets.  It is unfair to the business sector, who are the rate payers, also their staff and the general public who have to endure loud music etc. on a daily basis.”

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Nolan.

It was noted that a similar motion had previously been passed by the elected council and had been forwarded to the Recreation and Amenity S.P.C. for consideration. 

Cllr. T. O’Flaherty then withdrew her motion.

80/09 
Notice given by Cllr. B. Cameron
Received 14th September 2009.

Cllr. B. Cameron proposed:

Cllr. B. Cameron withdrew this notice of motion.

This was agreed.

64/09 
Notice given by Cllr. B. Cameron   

Received 23rd June 2009.
Cllr. B. Cameron proposed:

“That Galway City Council investigate proceedings to set up a multi-agency Galway Film Commission in order to attract film makers to Galway and provide much needed employment in the area”.

This was seconded by Cllr. N. Mc Nelis and agreed.

82/09 
Notice given by Cllr. Catherine Connolly   

Received 15th September 2009.
Cllr. Catherine Connolly proposed:

“That this Council calls on the Government not to implement the recommendation in the recent McCarthy report in relation to the Irish Film Board.”

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly and agreed unanimously. 

87/09 
Notice given by Cllr. Catherine Connolly   

Number 45/08 on agenda prior to June 2009

Received 15th September 2009

Cllr. Catherine Connolly proposed:

“That pursuant to section 202 and 203 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and as amended that this Council declare the South Park to be an area of special amenity by reason of its (a) outstanding natural beauty and (b) its special recreational value and that all necessary and appropriate steps are taken to confirm same.” 

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly. 

Mr. T. Connell Director of Services advised of the criteria, which would merit an area being declared an area of Special Amenity and advised that the protection included in the Draft Development Plan is sufficient for the South Park area. He advised that this also includes protection of the views from South Park.

Following brief debate Cllr. Catherine Connolly advised that she will liase with officials in this regard and leave the motion on the agenda pending a report from Mr. T. Connell in the next quarterly service report.

This was agreed.

90/09 
Notice given by Cllr. D. Nolan   

Received 21st September 2009.
Cllr. D. Nolan proposed:

“That Galway City Council, acknowledging that bus shelters can be provided in a “cost neutral” fashion, prepares a comprehensive bus shelter plan for all inbound city bus stops. 

That implementation occurs immediately at bus stops where no significant works are involved. 

That costings for stops where significant work is involved, such as expansion of footpaths etc., be provided to this Council, so as to be included in the 2010 budget”. 

This was seconded by Cllr. B. Cameron.

Mr. C. Hayes Director of Services advised that a strategy already agreed by Council in this regard is being implemented, that the scheme progressed under that strategy for 2009 involved two routes of Bus Shelters, that a further scheme is coming forward for 2010. He advised that what is being proposed in each stage of the strategy has to go through the planning process and that to change from the strategy agreed at this stage would pose difficulties from a logistical and financial perspective.

The Mayor Cllr. D. Mc Donnell requested Mr. C. Hayes to have cognisance of the motion and it was agreed that the motion remain on the agenda.

121/10 
Notice given by Cllr. Colette Connolly
Received 9th February 2010.
Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed:

“That this Council calls on the Minister for Enterprise and Employment to ensure the retention of the minimum wage”.
This was seconded by Cllr. N. Mc Nelis.

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the motion which resulted as follows:


In Favour:
 10


Against:
  1


Abstentions: 1

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

122/10 
Notice given by Cllr. Colette Connolly
Received 16th February 2010.

Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed:

“That this Council develops a citywide strategy to deal with illegal parking and that a strategy be put in place, as agreed with Councillors, to address the traffic implications of major sporting and music events and Church Novenas etc.”

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello and agreed unanimously.

123/10 
Notice given by Cllr. P. Conneely
Received 16th February 2010.

Cllr. P. Conneely withdrew this notice of motion on the basis that a reply had already been given to the issue involved in response to a question raised by him on the Quarterly report on Transport and Infrastructure in Item 1.

124/10 
Notice given by Cllr. P. Conneely
Received 16th February 2010.
Cllr. P. Conneely withdrew this notice of motion on the basis that a reply had already been given to the issue involved in response to a question raised by him on the Quarterly report on Transport and Infrastructure in Item 1.

125/10 
Notice given by Cllr. P. Conneely
Received 16th February 2010.

Cllr. P. Conneely withdrew this notice of motion on the basis that a reply had already been given to the issue involved in response to a question raised by him on the Quarterly report on Transport and Infrastructure in Item 1.

126/10 
Notice given by Cllrs. Colette Connolly, B. Cameron, N. Mc Nelis, D. Nolan
Received 16th February 2010.
Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed:

“That this Council calls on the Government to permit Local Authorities to retain all income they derive from the new VAT levies to be applied as per EU law, to improve the quality of public services provided.”

This was seconded by Cllr. B. Cameron.

Ms E. Mc Cormack Head of Finance advised that the Finance bill proposes that VAT will be collected by Local Authorities on the supply of specific services, and that the Local Authorities will be entitled to deduct from this amount a portion of the VAT paid on purchases. The net amount will be remitted to the Revenue Commissioners in compliance with current legislation.

Local Authorities are currently registered for VAT and remit VAT payable on intra-community acquisitions to the Revenue Commissioners, on a bi-monthly basis.

The Commission on Taxation Report 2009 reviewed the future funding of Local Authorities and recommended broadening their income base rather than retaining taxes collected locally.

The proposal to retain the new VAT charges is contrary to the current operation of the taxation system. However, the members may wish to submit their proposal to the DOEHLG for consideration.

The Mayor then called for a vote to be taken on the motion which resulted as follows:


In Favour:
10


Against:
2

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

66/09 
Notice given by Cllr. B. Cameron
Received 23rd June 2009.
Cllr. B. Cameron withdrew this notice of motion.

This was agreed.







10
10

