
Minutes of Special Meeting of Galway City Council, held on Thursday 21st January 2010 at 6.00 p.m., in City Hall, College Road, Galway.

Presiding:
Cllr. D. McDonnell, Mayor of the City of Galway.
Present:
Councillors: B. Cameron; P. Conneely; Catherine Connolly; Colette Connolly; T. Costello; M.J. Crowe; O. Crowe; P. Keane; D. Lyons; N. McNelis; H. Naughton; D. Nolan; T. O’Flaherty & B. Walsh.
In Attendance:          




Mr. J. Mac Grath, City Manager,


Mr. J. O’Neill, Director of Services,




Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services,

  

Mr. J Tansey, A/Director of Services,



Mr. J. Considine, Senior Executive Officer,



Ms. C. Phelan, Senior Planner,



Ms. H. Coleman, Senior Executive Planner,



Ms. D. Egan, Executive Planner,



Ms. M. Beirne, Executive Planner,



Mr. G. Mc Mahon, Administrative Officer,

Ms. C. Clancy, Clerical Officer.

1.(a) Consideration of Draft City Development Plan 2011- 2017.

The Mayor Cllr. D. Mc Donnell referred Councillors to the lists of responses to submissions from Councillors and questions from Chapters considered, now circulated to Councillors and proposed that the order of business at the meeting be as follows:

· Consider responses to issues first from 6 – 6.30 pm.

· Consider submissions from Councillors from 6.30 – 8.00 pm.

· Then consider 23 zoning changes proposed by Planning Department in the plan and

· Finish the meeting at 9.00 – 10.00pm.

This was agreed.

· Responses to Issues Raised at Special Meetings on 11th 15th and 18th January 2010.

Mr. T. Connell Director of Services then referred to the report Circulated to Councillors in this regard and proposed that Councillors indicate which responses they wished to discuss and or amend.

The following changes were agreed in relation to the responses set out in the report.

Chapter 4. Natural Heritage, Recreation and Amenity.

Page 48/49

(1) It was agreed at the suggestion of Cllr. Catherine Connolly that the proposed amendment relating to allotments/community garden be amended to read:

“Progress the provision of allotments /community gardens in the City, subject to the agreement of City Council”.

(2) It was agreed at the suggestion of Cllr. D. Nolan that the motion passed at the special meeting of City Council on 18th January in relation to the provision of sports facilities at Castlegar/Bothar an Coiste should replace the amendment proposed in the report.

(3) It was agreed at the suggestion of Cllr. Catherine Connolly that the amendment proposed on Page 2 of the report relating to South Park be changed to read as follows;

“Provide for services facilities that can accommodate events, community uses and sports activities at South Park and the area adjacent to Nimmo’s Pier”.

(4) Chapter 6 – Community & Culture

P.70 School of Music add Specific Objective
It was agreed to amend the proposed objective set out in Page 2 of the report to read as follows;

“Identify and provide a site/building for the establishment of a school of music within the city, in conjunction with the VEC and all interested parties.

(5) Chapter 7 – Built Heritage / Urban Design.
Canopies/Tables & Chairs

It was agreed at the suggestion of Cllr. Colette Connolly to further amend the amended Policy 7.4 Urban Design by amending the final sentence as set out in the report to read as follows:

“The provision of canopies shall be part of an overall plan to be adopted by Council which shall take into account standard design, heritage, streetscape and amenity value and traffic management”.

(6) Chapter 9 – City Centre/Area Based.

City Centre Uses

P97
Cllr. Colette Connolly suggested Page 97 relating change of use of shops in the City Centre be amended by the addition of the following words after Lap Dancing Clubs; “ Casinos and Head Shops”. This was discussed and as indicated by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty these uses in particular would be the subject of a specific submission.

(7) Specific Objective 9.7 Menlo Castle.

Village Envelopes
It was agreed that the amended specific objective as set out in the report relating to the Park on Lands at Menlo Castle remain unchanged.

(8) Chapter 11: Land Use Zoning

P.118 – Final Specific Objective.

Cllr. M.J. Crowe advised that he did not agree with the inclusion of a swimming pool in the specific objective re RA Lands at Cappagh Park. 

Cllr. Catherine Connolly proposed:

“That the specific objective as set out in the report be left as is”.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Lyons.

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the motion, which resulted as follows:


In Favour:
12


Against:
3

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

(9) Chapter 8, Page 84
On the suggestion of Cllr. P. Conneely it was agreed to amend the reference to flood emergency plan in the final sentence on Page 84 to read as follows:

“A flood emergency plan has been prepared”.

The Mayor Cllr. D. Mc Donnell then proposed:

“That the elected Council accept the wording of the changes as set out in the   report subject to the amendments as agreed at this meeting, the substantive issues having been agreed at previous meetings”.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Lyons and agreed.

· Submissions /Proposals Received from Councillors

Sub Ref 1 – Proposals received from Cllr. Hildegard Naughton.
Cllr. Hildegard Naughton referred to her submissions on Chapter 3 Transport and the response given thereto and proposed:

“That the reference to Rapid Transport Route in policy 3.4 and chapter 3 be amended by the addition of the words ‘including consideration of light rail’.

This was seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly.

Mr. J. Tansey A/Director of Services advised that the Galway Public Transport Feasibility Study is nearing completion and that the inclusion of these words could be seen to be pre determining the outcome of the study. He advised that this study will come before the Council before the Development Plan is finalised.

Cllr. M.J. Crowe proposed that the Draft Plan be not amended.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Lyons.

Cllr. Hildegard Naughton then withdrew the motion.

Sub Ref 2 – Received from Cllr. N. Mc Nelis

 Cllr. N. Mc Nelis referred to his submission relating to the Gluas project and the response thereto.

Cllr. M.J. Crowe proposed that the Draft Plan be not amended as proposed by Cllr. N. Mc Nelis in his submission”.

 This was seconded by Cllr. D. Lyons.

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the motion, which resulted as follows:


In Favour:
8


Against: 
7

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

Sub Ref No. 3  - Received from Cllr. D. Nolan

(1) Chapter 2 - Housing

Cllr. D. Nolan referred to his submission and proposed:

“That the objective be inserted in Paragraph 2.4 Neighbourhood: Established suburbs Insert Objective: Galway City Council will develop a strategy to deal with the proliferation of landlords who are redeveloping single dwelling houses into apartments. Such strategy will take into account the practice of developments deviating from planning permission in the interior construction”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello.

Mr. T. Connell Director of Services outlined his response from the report.


Following debate the Mayor Cllr. D. Mc Donnell called for a vote to be taken on the motion, which resulted as follows:


In Favour:
6


Against:
9

The Mayor declared the motion defeated.

Cllr. Colette Connolly then referred to her submission on a related topic as set out in Sub Ref 5 Page 2, No.5 and proposed it as follows:

“Insert specific objective that no subdivision of houses for letting purposes; construction of separate apartments or housing units will be permitted on rear or side gardens of old established neighbourhoods such as Shantalla, Claddagh, Bohermore”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello.

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the motion which resulted as follows:


In Favour:
5


Against:
10

The Mayor declared the motion defeated.

(2) Chapter 3 Transportation  - 3.2 Integration of Land Use & Transportation.

(a) Cllr. D. Nolan’s submission as follows was then considered:

Amend point 2 of Policy No 3.2 to read:

“Encourage higher residential densities in coordination with high quality sustainable transport systems. Such residential development should not be permitted where walking distance to a bus route is prohibitive, or a luas access including a bus turning bay is not provided”.

Mr. J. Tansey advised that it was important to recognise that high density is necessary to justify bus routes and he also referred to the public transport feasibility study being preferred and the implication this submission may have on its outcome. He also advised that buses do not turn within estates and bus routes have to be round routes.

Cllr. Catherine Connolly proposed the following amendment at the end of the first sentence of the submission “and in conjunction with provision of accessible Bus Routes”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello. Cllr. D. Nolan accepted the amendment and the Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the motion, which resulted as follows:


In Favour:
13


Against:
2.

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

Cllr. B. Walsh proposed:

“That in dealing with each submission the proposer speak, the Director/Planner respond and a vote then be taken, in order to expedite the process.”

This was seconded by Cllr. O. Crowe and agreed.

(b) Cllr. D. Nolan then withdrew his submission within heading ‘Public Transport’ under Specific Objective on P. 33.

(c) Cllr. D. Nolan proposed his submission as follows:

“Within Heading ‘Road Proposals and Improvements”, under Specific Objective on P. 34 – Delete ‘Construct an access road linking the Dyke Road and the N6’.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello.

Mr. T. Connell outlined his response as set out in the report and urged Councillors to allow the proposal as in the Draft Plan to go on public display for public consideration.

Cllr. Catherine Connolly then referred to her submission in Sub Ref 7 Transportation, and proposed it as follows:

(a) Remove the reference/objective to an access Road linking the Dyke Road and the N6.

This was also seconded by Cllr. T. Costello and agreed to be considered jointly with Cllr. D. Nolan’s motion.

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the motion which resulted as follows:


In Favour:

13


Against:

1


Abstentions:
1

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

Chapter 4. National Heritage, Recreation and Amenity (D. Nolan).

(a) Cllr. D. Nolan proposed his submission as follows:

“Insertion of objective in Paragraph 4.5 of Plan: Prepare a plan for the creation of wildlife bridges between Parks and green spaces. Such bridges will counteract habitat fragmentation created by Roads and can incorporate pedestrian and cycle greenways”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly.

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the motion, which resulted as follows:


In Favour:


6


Against:


8


Absent from Chamber:
1

The Mayor declared the motion defeated.

(b) Cllr. D. Nolan proposed his motion as follows:

“ Insertion of objective in Paragraph 4.7 of Plan; To add to the City aesthetically and environmentally, the City Council will create and implement a Plan which identifies suitable parts of the road and street network for the planting of trees”.

This was seconded by Cllr. B. Cameron and agreed unanimously.

(c) Cllr. D. Nolan proposed his submission as follows:

“Medium/Long Term Objectives:

With regard to Menlo Castle, to replace on point 2 of page 49 the words ‘Restoration’ with ‘preservation’ of the ruin”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly who also requested that her submission as follows be considered jointly with Cllr. D. Nolan’s;

· P. 103, 9.7 Village Envelopes – delete all reference to “Facilitate the restoration of ..and replace with ‘The Council recognises the intrinsic value of Menlo Castle and development of same will not be permitted”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly.

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the Motions jointly, which resulted as follows:


In Favour:
8


Against:
7

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

Chapter 5. Enterprise and Employment.

(a) Cllr. D. Nolan accepted the response set out in the report to his submission on P.117 line 3, P57 as follows:

Directors Response: The following policy amendment is proposed in Policy 5.1{P.57} “Continue to support and facilitate the development of start up enterprise units for local indigenous enterprises with emphasis on Doughiska, Ballybaan and Westside”.

Cllr. Catherine Connolly then proposed her submission on same subject, in sub ref 7. 1(a) Enterprise and Employment Chapter 5 as follows:

“To specifically include an objective in this chapter re the provision of enterprise units on City Council lands throughout the City as an integral part of plan to promote enterprise and employment”.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Lyons and agreed unanimously.  

Chapter 7. Built Heritage/Urban Design.
(a) Cllr. D. Nolan proposed his submission as follows:

“That the Eyre Square A.C.A. be extended to include Prospect Hill and Foster Street”.

Mr. T. Connell outlined his response from the report. Cllr B. Cameron then seconded Cllr. D. Nolan’s motion.

Ms. C. Phelan then explained the concept of an A.C.A. in terms of protected structures.

Cllr. D. Nolan then agreed to withdraw this submission and revisit it.

(b) Cllr. D. Nolan proposed the response set out in the report relating to Spanish Arch/Comerford House which was as follows, be accepted.

“It is proposed to amend City Core A.C.A. to include this area”.

This was seconded by the Mayor Cllr. D. Mc Donnell and agreed.

(c ) Cllr. D. Nolan proposed his submission as follows:

“Insert objective in both figure 7.1 and 7.8: ‘All developments should be in keeping with the historic and traditional architecture of the City”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly.

Mr. T. Connell outlined his response from the report i.e. that this is already covered in the policy throughout chapter 7.

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the motion which resulted as follows:


In Favour:
 
6

Against:

8 

Abstentions:
1

 The Mayor declared the motion defeated.

Chapter 8. Environment and Infrastructure.

(a) Cllr. D. Nolan proposed his submission as follows:

“Policy No. 8.7 – Air Quality and Noise.

Insert new objective: Implement noise reduction measures as outlined in Galway City Council Noise Action Plan 2008 – 2013, with priority to these areas designated as worst affected, namely along the N6 (including Ros Caoin)”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly.

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the motion, which resulted as follows:


In Favour:

11


Against:

3


Abstentions:
1

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

Chapter 9 . City Centre/Area Based.

(a) Ceannt Station.
Cllr. D. Nolan proposed his submission as follows:

“Insert into Ceannt Station section 9.2.1 ‘Galway City Council will inform An Bord Pleanala of its requirement that a full analysis of the future likely and desirable needs for a Regional Transport Hub at Ceannt Station be carried out before redevelopment. The Council will request that such analysis, and the options which flow from it shall be made available for public scrutiny and consideration by the City Council before any planning decision, or guidelines are agreed or suggested by An Bord Pleanala”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly.

Mr. T. Connell outlined his response from the report on this submission.

Cllr. Catherine Connolly then referred to her related submission from Sub ref 10. General points as follows:

“Re: Ceannt Station  - have the most serious concerns that allowing the percentage of retail and housing permitted will seriously undermine its function as a transport hub, will be opposing the percentages of housing /retail as proposed and placing motion that to provide for such percentages is premature and that a full framework plan providing for Ceannt Station as regional transport hub is of urgent necessity before providing for percentages in a City Development Plan”.

T. Connell outlined his responses to both motions from the report.

Cllr. Colette Connolly then referred to her related submission on Page 5 of Sub ref 5 and proposed as follows:

“Specific objective for the development of Ceannt Station and the Harbour docklands to be considered as an integrated development”.

The City Manager advised that the Draft Plan contains a strong statement which will shape the development of these sites and the type of development which will occur, that it is designed to strengthen transport infrastructure, that applications will be made to An Bord Pleanala under the Strategic Infrastructure Legislation, that it will be incumbent on C.I.E. to make a presentation to the elected council and that at no stage have they refused to do so.

Cllr. Catherine Connolly proposed that C.I.E. make a presentation to the elected council as soon as possible”.

Following debate the Mayor called for a vote to be taken on Cllr. Nolan motion, which resulted as follows:


In Favour:
6


Against:
9

The Mayor declared the motion defeated.

Cllr. Catherine Connolly then withdrew her motion/submission and the Mayor called for a vote to be taken on Cllr. Colette Connolly’s motion which was then seconded by Cllr. D. Nolan.

The vote resulted as follows:


In Favour:
6


Against:
9

The Mayor declared the motion defeated.

Cllr. Colette Connolly then proposed her further submission on Page 6 of Sub ref 5 as follows;

“The development of Ceannt Station to act as a central Regional Public Transport Hub”.

This was seconded by Cllr. B. Cameron and agreed. 

Cllr. Colette Connolly then proposed the related submission on Sub ref. 5 Page 6 as follows:

“To explore the possibility of multi-modal transport facility across Lough Atalia”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello.

Mr. T. Connell DOS outlined his response from the report and it was agreed to accept the response subject to it being reworded to read as follows:

“A multi modal public transport corridor is proposed …etc.”

(b) Cllr. D. Nolan proposed his submission as follows:

“Insert at end of site assembly section: This master plan shall include the existing harbour industrial lands to the south of the railway line”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello.

Mr. T. Connell DOS outlined his response from the report and this was supported by the City Manager. 

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the Motion which resulted as follows:


In Favour:
5


Against:
10

The Mayor declared the motion defeated.

(c) Cllr. D. Nolan proposed his submission on chapter 9.4 Village Envelopes as follows:

“Amend Policy 9.4 – Last Paragraph:  Protect and enhance the character and amenity of Menlough and prepare a Plan for the area together with flood protection measures”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello.

The Mayor called for a vote on the motion which resulted as follows:


In Favour:

11


Against:

1


Abstentions: 
2


Absent:

1

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

Chapter 10. Housing Strategy.

Cllr. D. Nolan proposed his submission as follows:

“Insert new clause 10.33: ‘ Based on the clear imbalance between forecasted social housing need outlined in 10.3.1 and forecasted supply in 10.3.2. This development plan cannot ensure that the housing needs of the existing and future population of the city area are met. The City Council will inform the Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government of this projection, and request that serious and urgent steps be taken to redress the imbalance”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly.

Mr. J. O’Neill DOS advised that this submission was not suitable for inclusion in the Draft Plan and he referred also to the response set out in the report. 

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the motion and the motion was agreed unanimously. 

Chapter 11. Land Use Zoning.

On the proposal of Cllr. D. Nolan seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly it was agreed to accept the response set out in the report as follows:

The following amendment is proposed for fig 11.5 {P.127}:

“Requirements for road improvements capable of accommodating future developments shall be incorporated into any development proposals”.

Proposals received from Cllr. N. Mc Nelis – Sub Ref. 4.

It was agreed with the consent of Cllr. N. Mc Nelis that all submissions in Sub Ref 4 be considered withdrawn with the exception of No. 5 and it was further agreed that the response to submission No.5 be accepted with an amendment to read as follows;

Policy 5.1 p(56); Support and promote the development of the Arts and Culture and film industry recognising the particular value of these activities in the City”.

Proposals /Submissions received from Cllr. Colette Connolly.

Sub ref .5
Chapter 2. Housing.

(1) Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed her submission as follows:

“Insert specific objective for environmental improvement scheme for west area that incorporates submissions already made by residents”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly.

Mr. T. Connell DOS outlined the response set out in the report and recommended the motion be rejected.

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the motion, which resulted as follows:


In Favour:

10


Against:

4


Abstentions:
1


The Mayor declared the motion carried.

(2) Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed her submission as follows:

“Retention of specific objective (CDP 1.9) for improvement schemes for Shantalla, Claddagh and replace ‘St. Finbarr’s Terrace’ with ‘Bohermore’ in consultation with residents and incorporating existing submissions by residents”.

This was seconded by Cllr. O. Crowe and agreed unanimously.

(3) Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed her submission as follows:

“Insert a specific objective for an enhancement scheme for Whitehall”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly and agreed.

(4) Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew her submission regarding an environmental improvement scheme for Woodquay areas on the basis of the response set out in the report.

(5) It was agreed that the submission requiring a specific objective that no subdivision of houses for letting etc. had already been considered.

(6) Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew her submission as follows:

 “Insert a specific objective that retention of green space in all existing dwellings, residential commercial and institutional – be protected and the entire replacement of rear and front gardens with concrete, paving etc will not be permitted”.

(7) Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew the following submission:

“Insert a specific objective that all new dwellings must include green area”.

(8) Cllr. Colette Connolly on the advise of Mr. J. O’ Neill DOS withdrew the following submission:

“That this Council designates Housing Units specifically for the elderly throughout the city and that such housing units remain in Council ownership.

(9) Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew the following submission:

“That this Council designates Housing units specifically for those with a disability throughout the city and that such housing units remain in Council ownership”.

(10) Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed her submission as follows:

“Retain existing policy regarding prohibition of demolition of existing dwellings for higher density apartments (CDP 2.4, P.19, 2.6, P23 & P2.5 P21.)”.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Nolan and agreed.

(11) Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew the following submission:

“Increase space between social housing units” on the basis that it was not deliverable.

(12) Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew the following submission on the basis that it was not deliverable:

“Incorporate utility rooms in all local authority housing both social and affordable”.

(13) Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew the following submission:

“Provision of communal storage areas in all new estates to facilitate accommodation of bicycles, lawnmowers etc.”.

(14) Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed her submission as follows:

“Provision in all new estates to accommodate the three bin recycling policy of the City Council”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. O’ Flaherty and the vote called for by the Mayor resulted as follows:


In Favour:
14


Against:
1

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

(15) Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed her submission as follows:

“Incorporate a vehicular turning facility in all existing and new estates”. 

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello.

Mr. J. Tansey A/Director of Services advised that design standards for housing estates and guidelines from the DOEHLG are adhered to and implemented in the design of estates and that these will continue to be implemented. He also advised that it would be impossible to retrofit estates”.

Following debate Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew the submission.

(16) Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew the following submission:

“ Objective to provide and increase width of public footpaths through incorporation of this policy as a planning condition for all future developments”.

(17) Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew the following submission:

“Insert specific objective that will require a setback of large developments from public footpaths to facilitate landscaping and recreational space and to offset the impact of such buildings on the streetscape”.

(18) Cllr. Colette Connolly withdraw her submission as follows:

“That this Council introduce measures restricting the usage of white PVC facia, doors, windows etc particularly in the City Centre where there is marked vehicular traffic, which give rise to deposits of carbon etc that results in a reduced visual amenity”.

(19) Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed her submission as follows:

“Incorporate into CDP objective to accommodate Homework Clubs”.

This was seconded by Cllr. N. Mc Nelis.

Mr. T. Connell outlined his response from the report and Cllr. Colette Connolly then withdrew the submission.

(20) Cllr. Colette Connolly accepted the following response as set out in the report to her next submission:

Response: Policy 4.8 [P8, 46] deals with Galway as a Child Friendly City.

(21) Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed her submission as follows:

“Insert Shantalla Neighbourhood Park in list of neighbourhood parks and insert specific objectives for development of same”.

This was seconded by Cllr. O. Crowe and agreed.

(22) Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew the following submission on the basis that it is an operational issue.

“Insert a specific objective for development of Westside play facilites”.

(23) Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew the following submission:

“Insert a specific objective for development of Corrib Park.

(24) Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew the following submission:

“Insert a specific objective to develop and enhance all green areas in the City”.

(25) Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew the following submission having regard to the response in the report.

“All institutional and commercial, residential apartment development should be adequately landscaped and this requirement inserted as a Condition of Planning and that the submission of proposed landscaping should be submitted as an integral part of the planning application”.

Chapter 3.  Transportation:

(26) Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew the following submission having regard to the response in the report:

“Insert specific objective for the promotion of public transportation throughout the City.

(27) Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed her submission as follows:

“Insert specific objective to tackle school traffic congestion throughout the City”.

This was seconded by Cllr. B. Cameron.

Mr. J. Tansey Senior Engineer outlined the initiatives being undertaken by the GTU and included in the Smarter Travel Bid regarding school transport. 

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the motion, which resulted as follows:


In Favour:


12


Against:


1


Absent from chamber:
2

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

(28) Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew the following motion having regard to the response set out in the report:

“Insert specific objectives for implementation of Permanent Park and Ride facilities east and west of the City”.

(29) Cllr. Colette Connolly’s next submission Re Ceannt Station and Harbour Lands was already considered in conjunction with Cllr. D. Nolans submission on Chapter 9.

(30/31) Cllr. Colette Connolly’s next two submissions were already dealt with in conjunction with Cllr. D. Nolans submission on Chapter 9.

(32) Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew her next submission as follows on the basis of the response in the report:

“To insert the specific objective of provision of footpath and public lighting along Circular Road.”

(33) Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew her next submission as follows on the basis of the response set out in the report:

“To provide pedestrian/cycling linkage between estates”.

(34) Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew her next submission as follows on the basis of the response set out in the report:

“Develop a  ‘streetscape’ policy, in terms of design, materials used and signage for commercial units in City Centre”.

Pedestrians/Cyclists

(35) “Provision of pedestrian crossing at all roundabouts throughout the city”.

On the advise of Mr. J. Tansey Senior Engineer and the City Manager in relation to the feasibility of implementing this proposal, Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew the submission.

(36) “Identification and demarcation of Pedestrian route throughout the City”.

Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission on the basis of the response issued in the report.

(37) “Identification and demarcation of cycling routes throughout the city, with separation of pedestrian/cyclists routes at every junction”.

Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew the submission having regard to responses issued in the report.

Carparking.

(38) “Prioritisation for buses, cyclists and pedestrians at every junction”.

Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to the response issued in the report.

(39) Requirement for Multi-Storey/ Underground car park at U.C.H.G. site. 

Requirement for Multi-Storey car park at N.U.I.G. site.

Requirement for Multi-Storey car park  on U.C.H.G site.

Requirement for Multi-Storey car park  at G.M.I.T. site.

Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to the response issued in the report.

Zoning:
(40) Review of all rezonings by previous Council in relation to C.I. zoning contrary to City Managers advice to be reviewed within the context of this CDP Draft 2011 – 2017.

Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission.

E.S.B. Pylons:

(41) The construction of masts should not be permitted within the immediate vicinity of residential areas or on residential properties and recreational zoned lands.

Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to the response issued in the report.

(42) Mobile phone masts should be prohibited on residential /commercial properties close to archaeological sites and other monuments, crèches, preschools or schools.

Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to the response issued in the report.

(43) Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed her submission as follows:

“Prohibition of all ESB substations on public footpaths and shielding of substations on open green areas by locating same in secluded areas and also housing them in stone”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty.

The response as set out in the report was outlined by Mr. T. Connell and it was agreed to accept that response.

(44) “Insert objective to remove all unsightly E.S.B. poles and wiring throughout the city”.

Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to the response issued in the report.

Sub. Ref. 6 – Submission lodged by Cllr. Colette Connolly on 18th January 2010.

Built Heritage/Urban Design 7.4
(1) Insert specific objective for environmental improvement scheme for Woodquay in consultation with the residents.

Deemed already dealt with.

(2) Insert specific objective for an enhancement scheme for Whitehall in consultation with residents.

Deemed already dealt with.

(3) Insert specific objective for environmental improvement scheme for West area in consultation with residents and incorporating existing submissions by residents.
Deemed already dealt with.

(4) “That this Council introduce measures restricting the usage of white P.V.C. facia, doors, and windows etc. particularly in the City Centre where there is marked vehicular traffic which gives rise to deposits of carbon etc that results in reduced visual amenity”.
Deemed already dealt with.

(5) Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed her submission as follows:

“P. 78, Insert the wording ‘as a policy to be adopted by Councillors’ after – the Council will prepare Shopfront Design Guidelines for the City”.

This was seconded by the Mayor Cllr. D. Mc Donnell and agreed.

(6) P. 79, Insert reference to actual location of these “infill sites” – ‘Promotion of higher densities at Large scale infill sites’. 

Insert the wording possible consideration will be given to the Promotion of…
Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to the response issued in the report.

(7) P.79, Insert the wording – Possible consideration will be given to the ‘Promotion of higher density along high quality public transport corridors.
Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to the response issued in the report.

(8) P.80 No. 79, Insert the objective that Remediation and improvement works plan for shop street paving will be prepared for adoption by Councillors and subsequent implementation”.
Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to the response issued in the report.

(9) Insert a specific objective to develop a ‘ streetscape’ policy in terms of design, materials used and signage for commercial units in City Centre.
Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to the response issued in the report.

(10) Insert a specific objective to develop a policy re number of vacant commercial and residential units in City Centre.
Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to the response issued in the report.

City Centre/Area Based:

(11) Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed her submission as follows:

P.97, 9.2 – Replace the sentence “The recent increase in the number of restaurants, licensed premises” with ‘The very varied and tourist related uses and increase in the number of restaurants in areas such as Quay Street ‘.
This was seconded by Cllr. B. Cameron and the wording as set out in the report was agreed.

(12) P.96, Insert specific objective for the development of Ceannt Station and the Harbour docklands to be considered only as an integrated development.
This was deemed already dealt with.

(13) P. 96, Insert specific objective for the development of Ceannt Station to be developed as ‘regional transport hub’.
This submission was deemed already dealt with.

(14) P. 103.9.7, Insert specific objective that the development of both Ceannt Station and the Inner Harbour will not be considered prior to the adoption by City Councillors of a Framework Plan for both sites.
This submission was deemed already dealt with.

(15) P.96, Insert specific objective to explore the possibility of multi-modal transport facility across Lough Atalia.
This submission was deemed already dealt with.

(16) P101, 9.2.3, Headford Road area, Insert specific objective to protect the amenity of Terryland Forest Park with pedestrian access only.
Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to the response issued in the report.

(17) P.101, 9.7, Omit all reference to possible road through Terryland Forest Park.
This submission was deemed already dealt with.

(18) P103, 9.7, Insert specific objective for environmental improvement scheme for Woodquay in consultation with the residents.
This submission was withdrawn by Cllr. Colette Connolly having regard to the response issued in the report.

(19) P.103.9.7, Insert a specific objective for an enhancement scheme for Whitehall in consultation with the residents.

Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to the response issued in the report.

(20) P.103,9.3, Insert the wording ‘and that planning conditions will reflect this policy’ after ‘where appropriate a sustainable transportation contribution will be levied in lieu of on-site parking spaces’.
Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to the response issued in the report.

(21) P103,9.7, Village Envelopes: Delete all reference to ‘Facilitate the restoration of … and replace with: ‘The Council recognises the intrinsic value of Menlo Castle and development of same will not be permitted’.
This submission was deemed already dealt with.

(22) P103,9.7, Village Envelopes: Delete following reference to “in conjunction with the restoration of Menlo Castle”.
This submission was deemed already dealt with.

Enterprise & Employment:

(23) P.60, 5.3.2, Revert to protection given in previous CDP that C.I. zoning on the M.O’ Huiginn site at Rahoon/Seamus Quirke Road would be restricted to existing set back and that the boundary wall be replaced with a stone wall; and that site be suitably landscaped.
Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to the response given in the report.

Housing Strategy:

(24) Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed her submission as follows:

P.112 Policy No. 10.6: Delete reference to Empty Nesters.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Nolan and agreed.

(25) P.112 Policy No. 10.5 Special Needs Accommodation, Delete reference to ‘encourage’.
Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to the response issued in the report.

(26) P.112 Insert specific objective that all accommodation for the elderly will be specifically designated; and such units will remain in Council ownership.
Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to the response issued in the report.

(27) P.112 Insert specific objective that all accommodation for those with a Disability will be specifically designated; and such units will remain in Council ownership.
Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this motion having regard to the responses issued in the report.

(28) P.112 Insert specific acknowledgement that ‘the Council is unable to meet the current Housing needs in the City and that it makes the Government Department aware of same.

Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to the response issued in the report.

Sub Ref No. 7 – Submissions received from Cllr. Catherine Connolly  - dated 18th January 2010.

(1) Community & Culture – Chapter 6:

(a) “Put in specific short term objective - to provide site for a school of music”.
This submission was considered already dealt with. 

(b) Cllr. Catherine Connolly proposed her submission as follows:

“Put in specific short term objective  -‘to facilitate re-opening of Taidhbhearc na Gaillimhe at its present site’.

This was seconded by Cllr. B. Walsh and agreed having included the word ‘facilitate’.

(c) Cllr. Catherine Connolly proposed her submission as follows:

“Put in specific short term objective – ‘to refurbish and re-open Comerford House’.

This was seconded by Cllr. B. Walsh and agreed.

(d) “Put in specific short term objective  -  ‘to provide a site/ premises for a Writers Centre’.

Cllr. Catherine Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to the response issued in the report.

(e) Put in specific short-term objective “To explore the use of the empty house in Rusheen Park as an amenity for any amount of uses including a writers centre”.
Cllr. Catherine Connolly withdrew this motion on the basis that it was a matter which could be dealt with as a notice of motion.

(2) Enterprise and Employment  - Chapter 5.

(a) To specifically include an objective in this chapter re the provision of enterprise units on City Council land throughout the City as an integral part of plan to promote enterprises and employment.

This submission was deemed already dealt with when considering Cllr. D. Nolan’s submissions. 

(b) Have serious concerns on Policy No. 5.5 - Retail and in particular the bullet point on allowing for the expansion of the City centre etc into the Ceannt Station, Harbour Area and the Headford Road where appropriate- given repeated confirmation by the Planners that there is sufficiently zoned retail space and given the serious problems with under-utilized retail space, I would like more protection for the three areas mentioned rather than just  ‘where appropriate: seems to me a better way would be not to provide at this point for extra retail space but to consider that when the plan has to be reviewed and/or when Masterplans are to hand.
This submission was considered already dealt with.

(3) Natural Heritage, Recreation and Amenity  - Chapter 4.

(a) Submission (a) was considered already dealt with.

(b) Submission (b) was considered already dealt with.

(c) Submission (c) was considered already dealt with.

(d) Cllr. Catherine Connolly proposed her submission as follows;

 “Would prefer to see under heading Costal Area and Waterways a separate heading on Waterways, including the Eglington Canal as exists in the current plan.
This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello and agreed.

(e) Submission (e) was withdrawn by Cllr. Catherine Connolly having regard to the response issued in the report.

4. City Centre/Area Based – Chapter 9

(a) Would like to see enhancement/development of the Grattan as a specific objective given the value of the amenity to the City and also its close proximity.

 Cllr. Catherine Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to   the response issued in the report.

(b) Submission (b) was considered already dealt with (re. various masterplans)

(c) Submission c) was withdrawn by Cllr. Catherine Connolly having regard to the response issued in the report.

(d)‘Would ask that the development of the public square at the Crane be removed as a special objective on its own given the feedback from residents to date’.

Mr. T. Connell outlined the response issued in the report.  

Cllr. Catherine Connolly then proposed ‘that the development of the public square at The Crane be an integral part of a West Area environmental plan’.  

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly and agreed unanimously.

5. Transportation – Chapter 3

(a)This submission was deemed already dealt with (re. road linking Dyke Road and N6).

(b) Cllr. Catherine Connolly withdrew submission (b) (re. Wolfe Tone Bridge).
6. Housing – Chapter 2

(a) Cllr. Catherine Connolly proposed her submission as follows:

‘Would like to see the development of Bowling Green Car Park for special Housing for the Elderly/People with Disabilities…included as a special objective’

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly.

On the advice of Mr. J. O’Neill, Director of Services Cllr. Catherine Connolly agreed to amend the motion to read as follows:

‘Would like to see the development of Bowling Green carpark to meet social housing needs…included as special objective’.

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly.

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the motion, which resulted as follows:

In Favour: 7

Against: 4

Absentions: 3

The Mayor declared the motion carried
(b) Submission b) was deemed already dealt with (re. enhancement of Whitehall).

7. Housing Strategy – Chapter 10
(a) Submission (a) was deemed already dealt with (re. housing waiting list numbers).

SUB REF. 8 – Submission received from Cllr. Colette Connolly dated the 20th January 2010.
Environment & Infrastructure – Chapter 8

(1) P. 83 8.3  Replace ‘by encouraging’ with the word ‘through’ and after ‘energy conservation’ replace ‘in the’ with  ‘ as an integral part of the..’
Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to the response issued in the report.

(2) P. 83 8.3  Replace the word ‘encourage’ with ‘The Council will institute measures to ensure…’.
Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to the response issued in the report.

(3) P. 92 8.13 Insert in Second Bullet point a reiteration that masts will not be permitted on protected structures or on or near crèches.
Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to the response issued in the report.

(4) P. 93 8.6 Insert specific objective that all ESB substations must be housed in stone and must be located so as not to impact negatively on visual amenity and environment.

Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to the response issued in the report.

(5)P. 93 8.6 Insert specific objective that the Council will institute measures to deliver high standards of energy conservation and improved energy performance in all existing and planned local authority housing; and ensure a similar requirement for all RAS and Voluntary housing units.
Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to the response issued in the report and indicated her intention to submit this issue as a motion on the agenda for Council Meeting.

(6)P. 93 8.6 Insert specific objective that the Council will institute measures to address the serious leakage of water in the existing pipe network
Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to the response issued in the report.
Landuse Zoning Objectives and Development Standards & Guidelines – Chapter 11

(1) P. 116 Delete reference to residential and commercial consideration for CF lands on Fisheries Field (Earls Island)
This motion was deemed already dealt with.

(2) P. 124 Insert specific objective that CI zoned sites at Shantalla Rd and Nuns Island must be significantly landscaped reflecting the R zoning that is expressly permitted on the full extent of these sites.
This motion was deemed already dealt with.

(3)Insert reference in this Chapter that the uses listed for each zoning are not exhaustive and that planners may consider additional uses (as indicated by Senior Planner at last meeting).
Cllr. Colette Connolly withdrew this submission having regard to the response issued in the report.

(4)Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed her submission as follows:
‘P. 139 11.3.1 h And P. 146 11.10.2  Insert wording in both ‘Cycle parking must be enclosed’.

On the advice of Mr. J. Tansey Cllr. Colette Connolly agreed to amend the motion to read as follows:

P. 139 11.3.1 h And P. 146 11.10.2  Insert wording in both ‘Cycle parking must be sheltered where appropriate’

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello and agreed.

SUB REF. 9– Submission received from Cllr. Brian Walsh 

(1) Cllr. B. Walsh proposed his submission as follows:

‘During the lifetime of this plan, independently of the Connacht waste management plan, the city council will provide for a resourse recovery park in the environs of the city.’

This was seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly.

The City Manager advised that this facility was not possible to plan for in the context of the City Development Plan and was more appropriate to a Waste Management Plan and he also advised that the debate on Waste Management has moved on from waste recovery parks 

Following debate Cllr. B. Walsh proposed to amend his motion to read as follows:

‘During the lifetime of this plan the City Council will provide for a resource recovery park within the environs of the City or where feasible, and subject to resources,’

This was seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly and agreed unanimously.
(2) Cllr. B Walsh proposed his submission as follows:

‘Page 89 of draft plan, Policy no. 8.9 - Waste Management Policy. 

Bullet point 1. delete "subject to amendments to national strategy." insert "except in relation to incineration". 

Bullet point 2. delete "subject to amendments to national strategy." insert “except in relation to incineration".’

This was seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly.

The City Manager advised that this proposal is contrary to National Legislation and he also pointed out that the Development Plan is superceded by National Legislation and by the Connacht Waste Management Plan both of which provide for incineration.

The motion was then agreed unanimously.
 SUB REF. 10– Submissions received from Cllr. Catherine Connolly dated 20th January 2010.

It was agreed that all 3 submissions under this sub reference had already been dealt with (i.e. relating to St. Patrick’s Avenue, Ceannt Station and Incineration).

Consideration of zoning changes proposed in the Draft Development Plan 2011-2017

Map Reference 1 – Chestnut Lane: G to LDR zoning (0.26ha.)

Cllr. P. Connelly proposed ‘that the zoning change proposed in map ref. 1 be agreed’.

This was seconded by Cllr. O. Crowe and agreed.
Map Reference 2 – Chestnut Lane: G to LDR zoning (4.40ha)

Cllr. P. Connelly proposed ‘that the zoning change proposed in map ref. 2 be agreed’.

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly.

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the motion, which resulted as follows:

In favour: 11

Against: 3

The Mayor declared the motion carried.
Map Reference 3 – Menlo Village: G to LDR zoning (1.18ha)

This proposed rezoning, map reference 3, was agreed.

Map Reference 4 – Castlegar Village: A to LDR zoning (0.30ha)

This proposed rezoning, map reference 4, was agreed.

Map Reference 5 – Castlegar: A to R zoning ( 4.88ha)
This proposed rezoning, map reference 5, was agreed.

Map Reference 6 – Ballyburke: R to CF zoning (2.37ha)

This proposed rezoning, map reference 6, was agreed.

Map Reference 7 – Ballyburke: CF to R zoning (1.04ha)

This proposed rezoning, map reference 7, was agreed.

Map Reference 8 – Dock Road: R to CC zoning (0.20ha)

This proposed rezoning, map reference 8, was agreed.

Map Reference 9 – Harbour: CI to CC zoning (7.22ha)

This proposed rezoning, map reference 9, was agreed.

Map Reference 10 – Seamus Quirke Road: I to CI zoning (2.61ha)

This proposed rezoning, map reference 10, was agreed.

Map Reference 11 – Bohermore: CI to R zoning (0.81ha)

This proposed rezoning, map reference 11, was agreed.

Map Reference 12 – Moneenageisha: R to CI zoning (0.36ha)

Following debate on this proposed rezoning Cllr. P. Connelly proposed ‘That the proposed rezoning be not proceeded with’.
This was seconded by Cllr. M.J. Crowe.

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the motion, which resulted as follows:

In favour: 11

Abstentions: 3

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

Map Reference 13 – Dublin Road: R to CF zoning (0.17ha)

This proposed rezoning, map reference 13 was agreed.

Map Reference 14 – Dublin Road: R to CI zoning (2.58ha)

Following debate in which some Councillors felt that the educational requirement for the site should be increased from 30% to 50% and also that the greenbelt at the roadside to the front of the development be maintained Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed as follows:

‘That this Council reserve at least 50% of the land for educational facilities and that a provision of a setback incorporating existing green be retained.’
This was seconded by Cllr. B. Cameron.

The Mayor Cllr. D. McDonnell proposed an amendment to this motion as follows:

‘That the rezoning remain as proposed in the Draft Plan and the green strip be retained’. 

Following a request for consensus by the City Manager the rezoning as proposed was agreed subject to a specific objective that the greenbelt be maintained.
Map Reference 15 – Glasan: CF to R zoning (0.64ha)

This proposed rezoning, map reference 15, was agreed.

Map Reference 16 – Monivea Road: CI to R zoning (2ha)

This proposed rezoning, map reference 16, was agreed.

Map Reference 17 – Ardaun: A to LAP zoning (6.60ha)

This proposed rezoning, map reference 17, was agreed.

Map Reference 18 – Ardaun: A to LAP zoning (6.22ha)

This proposed rezoning, map reference 18, was agreed.

Map Reference 19 – Newcastle: CF to R zoning (0.12ha)

This proposed rezoning, map reference 19, was agreed.

Map Reference 20 – St. Patrick’s Ave: R to CC zoning (0.14ha)

This proposed rezoning, map reference 20, was agreed.

Map Reference 21 – St. Patrick’s Ave: R to CC zoning (0.14ha)

This proposed rezoning, map reference 21, was agreed.

Map Reference 22 – Murrough: LAP to RA zoning (0.60ha)

This proposed rezoning, map reference 22, was agreed.

Map Reference 23 – Murrough: LAP to LDR zoning (4.21ha)

This proposed rezoning, map reference 23, was agreed.

Resolution approving Draft Plan to go on public display

Cllr. P. Keane proposed:

 ‘That in accordance with Section 11 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 (As Amended), the Members of Galway City Council having duly considered the Draft Development Plan 2011-2017 as presented by the City Manager, hereby direct that the Draft Development 2011-2017 as amended by the direction of the Elected Council be put on public display pursuant to Section 12 of the Act.’

This was seconded by Cllr. M.J. Crowe and agreed unanimously.
The Mayor Cllr. D. McDonnell then expressed his appreciation to the staff of the Planning Department for their work in preparing the Draft Plan and also to the elected council for their co-operation in considering the Draft Plan.

Mr. Tom Connell then outlined details of the publication of the Draft Plan

Cllr. D. Nolan proposed a vote of thanks to the Mayor for the manner in which he had conducted the meetings on the Draft Plan.  This was seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty and agreed unanimously.

The meeting concluded at 11:15pm.
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