
Minutes of the Special Meeting of Galway City Council, held on Monday 19th July, 2010

 at 4.00 p.m., in City Hall, College Road, Galway.

Presiding:
Cllr. M.J. Crowe, Mayor of the City of Galway.

Present:
Councillors: B. Cameron; P. Conneely, Catherine Connolly; Colette Connolly; T. Costello; O. Crowe; P. Keane; D. McDonnell; N. McNelis; H. Naughton; D. Nolan; T. O’Flaherty & B. Walsh.

In Attendance:           
Mr. J. O’Neill, Deputy City Manager,



Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services,

  

Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services,



Mr. K. Swift, A/Director of Services,

Mr. J. Considine, Senior Executive Officer,

Ms. C. Phelan, Senior Planner,

Ms. H. Coleman, Senior Executive Planner,

Mr. S. Walsh, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, 

Ms. D. Egan, Executive Planner,

Mr. J. Doody, Executive Planner,

Ms. C. Clancy, Clerical Officer,

Ms. K. Lohan, Clerical Officer.

Apologies:

Cllr. D. Lyons.

· The Mayor Cllr. M. J. Crowe referred to the supplementary agenda issued for this meeting and at his suggestion it was agreed to consider Item (b) on the supplementary agenda as the first item.

(b) Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended)

Part VIII Planning & Development Regulations 2001

Corrib Park Recreation Masterplan

(Proposed Development of a natural football pitch, a synthetic 3G pitch with flood lights, a mini pitch and play area, tarmacadam pathways, associated parking, drainage and groundworks at Corrib Park/Westside, Newcastle, Galway)

Mr. K. Swift, A/Director of Services referred to his report dated 16th July, 2010, already circulated to Councillors and also to the Planners report attached thereto dated 15th July, 2010, and he recommended the proposed development to the Elected Council.  He acknowledged the work of the Parks Department, the Councillors and local Councillors in particular, the residents of Corrib Park and Coogan Park and the clubs involved for their work and cooperation in bringing this proposal to this stage.  

The Mayor Cllr. M.J. Crowe then proposed 

“That the proposed development Corrib Park recreation Masterplan consisting of a natural football pitch, a synthetic 3G pitch with flood lights, a mini pitch and play area, tarmacadam pathways, associated parking, drainage and groundworks at Corrib Park/Westside, Newcastle, Galway, be proceeded with subject to the conditions set out in the Planners Report and subject to the following amendment to section (f) of that report i.e. that pitches are to be managed by Corrib Rangers F.C. in conjunction with Galway City Council, the general public can have access to pitches if the groundsman deems the pitch to be in a playable condition and that the usage by the general public would not cause the pitch surface to deteriorate in any way.  In the case of the months of June and July, the public can have access, provided that at the time no rehabilitation works need to be carried out.  The closing time shall be 11.00p.m.”

This was seconded by Cllr. B. Cameron.

A debate followed in which Councillors generally welcomed the proposed development and questions and concerns raised by Councillors were answered by Mr. K. Swift, Director of Services.  In particular he advised:

· That the submission by Mr. Kyne relating to parking had been dealt with and that other issues were not in the remit of this process;

· That the installation of bollards was not an issue for the Part 8 process and that it will be considered separately

· That he will examine the management of the facility in conjunction with Corrib Rangers as proposed in the motion

· That he will not oppose the closing time as amended by the motion and that times will be displayed

· That senior citizens issues and the issue of allotments also raised are not part of the Part 8 process and may not in require a part 8 in their own right.

· That other issues will be considered when funding becomes available

The motion proposed by Cllr. M.J. Crowe and seconded by Cllr. B. Cameron was then agreed unanimiously.

(a) Consideration of Draft City Development Plan 2011-2017 and Report of City Manager

Chapter 9 – City Centre & Area Based and 

Chapter 10 – Housing Strategy 


H.D.A. and S.E.A.

Ms. Helen Coleman, Senior Executive Planner made a presentation to the Elected Council on Chapters 9 and 10 of the Manager’s report and also the H.D.A. and S.E.A. Chapters, in which she outlined a summary of the issues raised in the submissions made on these chapters the response to these submissions and the recommended amendments to the Draft Plan arising from them.

In the debate which followed, the following were the main issues raised by Councillors and discussed;

· Environmental Improvement Schemes proposed were welcomed and the need to include a scheme for the west area of the city, to be prepared in consultation with the residents was raised

· The boundaries of village envelopes

· The proposal to replace the specific objectives re Menlo Castle with an objective to facilitate its restoration

· The Ardaun Corridor and the merits of advancing it in the current economic climate

· The need to advance the Local Area Plan for Murrough which is included again in the Draft Plan

· The inclusion of a Local Area Plan for Castlegar

· The one bedroomed housing unit policy set out in the Housing Strategy

· The need to include 1-6 Dock Road within the boundary of the inner harbour lands

· Improvement Scheme for Whitehall

Issues raised by Councillors were responded to by Mr. J. O’Neill, Deputy City Manager, Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services and Ms. C. Phelan, Senior Planner.

Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services then clarified that chapters 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10, together with chapters relating to H.D.A. and S.E.A. in the report have now been considered by the Elected Council and that chapters 1, 4, 5, and 11 of the report remain to be considered in September.

He reminded Councillors that as agreed submission on all chapters of the plan including those not already considered must be submitted to the Planning Department by 15th August, 2010.  he suggested that special meetings scheduled for Monday 6th and Friday 10th September be used to consider submissions on the chapters already considered and to sign off on these chapters and that the special meeting scheduled for Friday 17th, Monday 20th, and Friday 24th of September be used to consider Chapters 1, 4, 5 and 11 to consider the submissions already lodged on these chapters and to sign off on these chapters.

Cllr. P. Conneely proposed;

“That Mr. T. Connell’s suggestion be agreed by the Elected Council”

this was seconded by Cllr. D. McDonnell and agreed.

Councillors then debated whether it was appropriate that submissions have to be made by 15th August on Chapters not dealt with to date and Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed;

“That the date for lodging of submissions on Chapters 1, 4, 5 and 11 by Councillors be changed to 10th September, 2010”.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. McDonnell and agreed.

The meeting concluded at 6.15p.m.

********************



