
Minutes of Statutory Annual Meeting of Galway City Council, held on Monday 21st June, 2010, at 6.00 p.m., in City Hall, College Road, Galway.

Presiding:
Cllr. D. McDonnell, Mayor of the City of Galway.
Present:
Councillors: B. Cameron; Catherine Connolly; Colette Connolly; T. Costello; M.J. Crowe; O. Crowe; P. Conneely; P. Keane; D. Lyons; N. McNelis; H. Naughton; D. Nolan; T. O’Flaherty & B. Walsh.
In Attendance:           
Mr. J. MacGrath, City Manager,




Mr. J. O’Neill, Director of Services,




Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services,

  

Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services, 



 
 
Mr. K. Swift, A/Director of Services,



Mr. J. Considine, Senior Executive Officer,



Mr. G. McMahon, Administrative Officer,

Ms. T. Donoghue, Staff Officer.

Mayors Opening Address

The Mayor Cllr. D. McDonnell welcomed everyone to the meeting and expressed his delight that City Hall was open again in time for this meeting, following the incident which occurred on 11th June.

He then referred to his year as Mayor of the City as a great honour, a busy, interesting and rewarding year during which the city was represented at 1,200 events.  He thanked the Deputy Mayor Cllr. Peter Keane who deputised for him both at home and abroad during the year, he also thanked the members of the Council for their support and for working together with a positive and co-operative attitude during the year and in succeeding to get all Council meeting agendae completed which was one of his main aims during the year.

He then referred to the issues of most importance to him in his year as Mayor;

· The progression of the Harbour Development project

· The Gluas proposal and the need to engage with Gluas as the key to the City’s growth and future

· The spin off from hosting the Volvo Ocean Race in terms of the Power Boat Race and the announcement of the return of the Volvo Race in 2012

· The need for the City to be proactive and not reactive, citing the €200,000 marketing fund created by various bodies in the city.

He then acknowledged the work of the various voluntary organisations in the city with which he came in contact with and also praised the various organisations and residential communities he had the privilege of visiting during his year as Mayor.  In particular he paid tribute to the Renmore Community Residents Association, which celebrated its 50th Anniversary and the citizens of Crestwood who celebrated their 25th Anniversary and also the 32nd Infantry Battalion who celebrated their 50th Anniversary. 

He then expressed his pride and joy at the success of Mervue United Soccer Club which started fifty years ago and produced its first senior soccer international player, Greg Cunningham to whom he extended congratulations and also to his family.

He expressed his hope that housing remains firmly on the Council’s future agenda in order to provide support for everybody including elderly and disabled and the necessity to liaise with the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government to develop more innovative ways of accessing funding for this purpose.  

He then paid tribute to and thanked the City Manager Mr. Joe MacGrath who is due to depart from the City Council in the coming month and also wished him well together with his wife Ailish and son Dáire.

He then thanked his wife Mary and their children for their constant support to him.  He thanked the organising committee of the Mayoral Ball and complimented them on raising €53,000 for local and international charities.  He thanked the former and current Mayor’s Secretaries, the various members of staff in the Corporate Services Department who were of assistance to him.  He also thanked the City Manager, Directors of Services, Senior Officials and all staff of the Council for the assistance courtesy, respect and help shown to him throughout the year.  He also thanked staff of Farrell Transport who provided driving services for him throughout the year.  He wished the incoming Mayor every success in the year ahead.

The Deputy Mayor and Councillors then paid tribute to the Mayor and thanked and congratulated him on his year as Mayor.  Tributes were also paid to his wife Mary.

1.  
Election of Mayor
The following nominations were made for the office of Mayor.

Cllr. Michael J. Crowe was proposed by Cllr. P. Keane and seconded by Cllr. O. Crowe.

Cllr. Colette Connolly was proposed by Cllr. B. Cameron and seconded by Cllr. D. Nolan.

A poll was taken which resulted as follows;

Cllr. M. J. Crowe:

9 Votes

Cllrs. P. Conneely; M.J. Crowe; O. Crowe; P. Keane; D. Lyons; D. McDonnell; H. Naughton; T. O’Flaherty and B. Walsh.

Cllr. Colette Connolly:
6 Votes

Cllrs. B. Cameron; Catherine Connolly; Colette Connolly; T. Costello; N. McNelis and D. Nolan.

Cllr. M.J. Crowe having received the majority of the votes of the members present was formally deemed elected as Mayor of the City of Galway and he then proceeded to take the chair for the remainder of the meeting.

On taking the chair the Mayor Cllr. M. J. Crowe thanked his proposer and seconded and the Councillors who had supported his election, he also thanked the outgoing Mayor Cllr. D. McDonnell for his work during the year and wished him well.

He then stated that it was with profound humility and a deep sense of honour that he took up the office of Mayor and that it was his understanding that he is the first person from Bohermore to become Mayor of the City.  He stated that he looked forward to the year ahead, the challenges he will face and the difficulties that will no doubt arise and the hope it presents not just for him but the people of Galway.  He referred to the achievements of the Council since he became a Councillor and his desire to continue this work and to improve the city.

He then outlined his priorities for his period as Mayor;

The improvement of public transport

The successful outcome of the Smarter Travel Bid

The development of water tourism in the city and preparation for the return of the Volvo Ocean Race

To highlight the need for schools to give students the opportunity to learn Chinese, particularly in view of the city’s renewed relationship with Qingdao in China

The need to create jobs and to showcase what is unique about Galway as a place to live and work to relevant decision makers.

He then thanked his wife Sally and his children Dáire and Roisin for their support in his time in politics and also he also paid tribute to and thanked his mother Breda, his family, relatives and friends for their support.

He referred to the challenges facing politicians at all levels of society and the negative portrayal of the body politic and his hope that this will change and that in time the majority will agree with what Mr. Tony Blair once said;

“Some may belittle politics, but we know who are engaged in it that it is where people stand tall and although I know it has many harsh connotations it is still the arena that sets the heart beating a little faster and if it is on occasions the place of low skulduggery it is more often the place for the pursuit of noble causes”.

Councillors then congratulated the Mayor and wished him well in his period of office.  The City Manager also joined Councillors in congratulating the Mayor and also his wife and family on his election.

2.  
Election of Deputy Mayor

The following nominations were made for the office of Deputy Mayor.

Cllr. Brian Walsh was proposed by Cllr. P. Conneely and seconded by Cllr. H. Naughton.

Cllr. Derek Nolan was proposed by Cllr. N. McNelis and seconded by Cllr. T. Costello.

A poll was taken which resulted as follows;

Cllr. Brian Walsh:

9 votes

Cllrs. P. Conneely; M.J. Crowe; O. Crowe; P. Keane; D. McDonnell; D. Lyons; H. Naughton; T. O’Flaherty and B. Walsh.

Cllr. Derek Nolan:  

6 votes

Cllrs. B. Cameron; Catherine Connolly; Colette Connolly; T. Costello; N. McNelis; and D. Nolan.

Cllr. Brian Walsh having received the majority of the votes of the members present was formally deemed elected as the Deputy Mayor of the City of Galway.

3.
Appointment of Committees and Representatives on  Other Bodies
(a)
Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland

Appointment of two (2) delegates (for a period of one year)

Cllr. B. Walsh proposed;

“That the current representatives i.e. Cllr. P. Keane and Cllr. P. Conneely be re-appointed as delegates to the Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland”.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. McDonnell and agreed.

(b)
Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd.

Appointment of one (1) member (for period of one year)

Cllr. P. Conneely was proposed by Cllr. H. Naughton, seconded by Cllr. B. Walsh and deemed appointed as representative to Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Limited.

(c)
Galway Airport Company Ltd.

Appointment of one (1) member (for a period of one year) 

Cllr. D. McDonnell was proposed by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. O. Crowe and deemed appointed as representative to Galway Airport Company Ltd.


(d)
Galway Civic Trust 

Appointment of two (2) members (for a period of one year).

Cllr. M.J. Crowe proposed;

“That Cllrs. P. Conneely and Catherine Connolly be re-appointed as members of Galway Civic Trust”.

This was seconded by Cllr. B. Cameron and agreed.

(e)
Western Regional Tourism Development Board

On the proposal of Cllr. D. McDonnell, seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly it was agreed to defer consideration of this item to the July Meeting of the Council.

4.  To Fix Dates for Meetings of Galway City Council 

Cllr. P. Keane proposed as follows;

“Unless upon any occasion when it is otherwise fixed by statute or by resolution of the Council Ordinary Meetings of the Council shall be held for the coming year on the 2nd Monday of each month excluding the month of August”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly and agreed.
The Mayor Cllr. M.J. Crowe acknowledged that due to the recent incident which occurred at City Hall there had been no certainty that the Annual Meeting could be held at City Hall and he thanked staff for the work undertaken to ensure that it did take place at City Hall.
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