
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council, held on Monday 8th March, 2010,

 at 4.00 p.m., in City Hall, College Road, Galway.

Presiding:
Cllr. D. McDonnell, Mayor of the City of Galway.
Present:
Councillors: B. Cameron; P. Conneely, Catherine Connolly, Colette Connolly; T. Costello; M.J. Crowe; O. Crowe; P. Keane; D. Lyons; N. McNelis; H. Naughton; D. Nolan; T. O’Flaherty; B. Walsh.
In Attendance:           
Mr. J. MacGrath, City Manager,

                        Mr. J. O’Neill, Director of Services,



Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services,

  

Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services, 



Mr. K. Swift, A/Director of Services,

                        Ms. E. McCormack, Head of Finance,

Mr. J. Considine, Senior Executive Officer,

Ms. F. Mullarkey, Senior Executive Officer,

Mr. J. Tansey, Senior Engineer,

Mr. G. McMahon, Administrative Officer,

Ms. P. Flanagan, Clerical Officer.

· The Mayor Cllr. D. McDonnell welcomed everyone to the meeting and advised that he had been requested by Cllr. Colette Connolly to allow the Notice of Motion on the Agenda submitted by her on 2nd March, 2010, (Ref. 136/10) to be considered as Urgent Business under Standing Order Number 22 at this meeting, and also by Cllr. P. Conneely to similarly allow his motion received on 16th February, 2010,  (Ref. 131/10) to be considered.

It was agreed at the suggestion of the City Manager that Cllr. P. Conneely’s motion 131/10 be considered when considering Item 4(c) on the Agenda which related to the motion.

Cllr Colette Connolly then formally proposed;

“That motion 136/10 on the Agenda be considered as Urgent Business under Standing Order Number 22 at this meeting”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly and agreed.

The Mayor advised that he would have to leave the meeting at 7.30p.m. and that if the motion had not been taken at that time he would request the Deputy Mayor to have it considered in his absence.

· Cllr. B. Cameron then proposed a vote of congratulations to National University of Ireland, Galway, on recently winning the Fitzgibbon Cup against Waterford Institute of Technology.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello and agreed.

· Cllr. T. O’Flaherty proposed a vote of congratulations to Mr. Coleman Barrett who won the Irish Heavyweight Championship Title in the National Stadium in Dublin on 13th February, 2010.

This was seconded by the Mayor Cllr. D. McDonnell and agreed.

· In response to concerns raised by some Councillors of a letter circulated to Councillors at the meeting by a member of the S.I.P.T.U., L.A.P.O. Trade Union Mr. J. O’Neill, Director of Services advised that a work to rule notice has been served by a number of Trade Unions representing staff of the Council .

· The Mayor Cllr. D. McDonnell proposed a vote of sympathy to Mr. K. Swift, A/Director of Services on the death of his Father-in-Law Mr. Peter Carney (R.I.P.).

This was seconded by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty and agreed.

1. CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES:
(a) Minutes of Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 11th January, 2010.
On the proposition of Cllr. T. O’Flaherty, seconded by Cllr B. Cameron, the Minutes of the Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday, 11th January 2010 were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

(b)
Minutes of Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on Friday, 15th January, 2010.
On the proposition of Cllr. D. Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly, the Minutes of the Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on 15th January, 2010, were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

(c)
Minutes of Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday, 18th January, 2010.
On the proposition of Cllr. N. McNelis, seconded by Cllr. B. Cameron, the Minutes of the Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on 18th January, 2010, were taken as read, confirmed and signed


Matters Arising


In response to issues raised by Councillors arising from the minutes;

· The City Manager advised that he was conscious of the commitment given by him relating to submission PD/DP.11/CS.13 – owner S. Creavan on page 16 of the minutes and that he will arrange to examine that site.  He advised however that it is open to the owner to make a submission to the Draft Plan.

· Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services in response to a question raised regarding submission PD/DP/CS.05 – owner Marian O’Reilly on page 11, advised that the conditions set out relating to proposed L.D.R. zoning for these lands were as advised at the meeting on 18th February, 2010, and that the applicants can make a submission to the Draft Plan.

(d)
Minutes of Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on Thursday, 21st January, 2010.
On the proposition of Cllr. T. O’ Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. D. Nolan the minutes of the Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on Thursday 21st January, 2010, were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

(e)
Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 8th February, 2010.
On the proposition of Cllr. P. Conneely, seconded by Cllr. D. Nolan the minutes of the Ordinary meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 8th February, 2010, were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

Matters Arising


In response to issues raised by Councillors arising from the minutes;

· Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services advised;

- That currently potholes on city roads are been repaired with tar and chip, but that he will examine if there is an alternative.

· Mr. J. O’Neill, Director of Services advised;

- That he had met with Cluid Housing Association, who will be contacting the applicants to whom the properties proposed to be leased to Cluid Housing Association by the City Council, will be offered.  

- That the City Council had received notification from the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government of an allocation of €1.22 million for disabled grants etc for private houses but that the figure for the City Council dwellings had not been confirmed to date.

The Mayor Cllr. D. McDonell proposed;

“That we seek an increase from the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government on the figure of €1.22 million as it represented a decrease on previous years”.

This was seconded by Cllr. P. Conneely and agreed.

It was agreed that the letter conveying this motion should set out clearly the number of cases awaiting funding and that Councillors be kept updated on this issue.

· The City Manager advised;

- That it is expected that the Part 8 for the Knocknacarra Community Centre will be brought before Council at the July meeting.

 - That the Sisters of Mercy have given their response to Council regarding lands at Lenaboy, Taylors Hill as already circulated to Council, that he can go back to them if the Council so wishes, but that he feels they have fully responded.

Cllr. Catherine Connolly proposed;

“That the City Manager go back to the Sisters of Mercy conveying the sentiments of the City Council”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly and agreed.

(f)
Minutes of Special Meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 22nd February, 2010.
On the proposition of Cllr. B. Cameron, seconded by Cllr. D. Nolan the minutes of the Special meeting of Galway City Council held on Monday 22nd February, 2010, were taken as read, confirmed and signed.


Matters Arising:

In response to issues raised by Councillors arising from the minutes;

· Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services advised;

- That as already confirmed to Cllr. P. Conneely at the meeting of 22nd February, 2010, a new main sewer is being put in place at Circular Road which will connect the Heath Housing Estate.

· Mr. K. Swift, A/Director of Services advised;

- That a revised cleaning regime has been put in place for the Millennium Children’s Park and that arrangements for the locking of gates at the park are being examined.

· Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services advised;

- That parking at the City Museum raised at the meeting on 22nd February, 2010, is being examined and that his department is liasing with the E.S.B. regarding the condition of the substation adjacent to the museum.  

In response to a question raised regarding setting a date for the presentation to Council by C.I.E. and the Harbour Company the Mayor advised that the joint companies had suggested Monday 12th April, 2010, and that he was suggesting that this date be accepted and the Ordinary Meeting scheduled for that date be deferred and the date of the Ordinary Meeting be agreed at the meeting of the 12th April.  This was agreed.

The Mayor also advised that he will suspend Standing Orders to allow for an open debate at the meeting and he confirmed that the companies will be requested to supply copies of the presentation for circulation to the Elected Council in advance of the meeting.

2.
BUSINESS PRESCRIBED BY STATUTE


None.

· It was noted that Ms. Maria Moynihan who had been intended to give the presentation on The Round Ireland Offshore Power Boat Race 2010 at the commencement of the meeting had been unavoidably delayed but would be attending the meeting as soon as possible.

3.
REPORT FROM MEETING OF PROCEDURES COMMITTEE OF GALWAY CITY COUNCIL HELD ON FRIDAY 26TH FEBRUARY, 2010 
The Mayor Cllr. D. McDonnell referred to the report from the Procedures Committee of the Council held on Friday 26th February, 2010, already circulated to Councillors and sought the consideration of the Elected Council on the recommendations (a), (b), (c) and (d) as set out in the report – 

(a) Notice of Motion referred from City Council Meeting Agenda – received from Cllr. T. O’Flaherty Ref. 75/09

Recommendation of Procedures Committee:
“It was agreed following debate to recommend that the City Council place on its website once a year, at the end of each financial year details of all the payments made to Councillors, including remuneration and expenses, by the City Council.

It was agreed that it was not practical for the City Council to provide details of payments made to Councillors by other bodies to which Councillors are appointed as representatives of the City Council and it was recommended that the names of the bodies to which individual Councillors are nominated to by the City Council be also set out in the website”.
Cllr. T. O’Flaherty proposed;

“That the recommendations of the Procedures Committee be approved by the Elected Council”.

This was seconded by Cllr. H. Naughton.

Cllr. Catherine Connolly proposed the following amendment

“That the officials  - City Manager and Directors of Services - place their salaries and expenses up on the website at the same time and also clarify that wages/salaries are taxable”.

This was seconded by Cllr. P. Conneely.

The City Manager advised that the amendment had nothing to do with the main motion and that the salaries of such officials are a matter of public record.

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the motion, which resulted as follow. 


In Favour 
11

The City Manager referred to Standing Orders and again advised that the amendment was not relevant to the motion.

The Mayor then acknowledged that he had made a mistake on allowing the amendment and he now ruled the amending motion out of order.

The City Manager advised Cllr. Catherine Connolly to submit her motion as a Notice of Motion for the Agenda.

The Mayor then called for a vote to be taken on the main motion proposed by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty, which resulted as follows;


In Favour:
12


Abstentions:
  3

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

(b) Local Government Act, 2001, (Section 142) Regulations 2010; Re – Limit of Expenditure by Local Authorities on attendance by Members at Seminars/Conferences/Training and Meetings (domestic and foreign)


Recommendation of Procedures Committee:
“On the basis that these regulations provide for a single conference allowance, which covers domestic and overseas conferences, it was agreed to recommend that this principle be applied to the current year 2010 conference allowance”.

The Mayor Cllr. D. McDonnell proposed;

“That the recommendation of the Procedures Committee be approved by the Elected Council”.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Lyons and agreed.

(c) Deputy Mayor Allowance


Recommendation of Procedures Committee:

“Following debate it was agreed on the proposal of Cllr. B. Walsh seconded by the Mayor Cllr. D. McDonnell to recommend that an allowance of €6,000 per annum be provided for the post of Deputy Mayor i.e. similar allowance to that paid to S.P.C. and C.B.D. chairpersons and that the City Manager examine if a sum of €3,000 for the latter half of the current Mayoral term can be achieved in the 2010 budget”.

Cllr. M.J. Crowe proposed;

“That the recommendations of the Procedures Committee be approved by the Elected Council”.

This was seconded by Cllr. B. Walsh.

A debate followed in which some Councillors questioned the merit of this recommendation in the current economic climate while acknowledging the workload of the office of Deputy Mayor and the fact that there can be out of pocket expenses associated with the post.  

Cllr. B. Walsh suggested that the possibility of reducing Councillors allowances to provide the necessary financing be examined.

Cllr. D. Nolan then proposed the following amendment;

“That the recommendations of the Procedures Committee be approved on condition that the costs to the Council not increase”.

This was seconded by Cllr. B. Walsh on the basis that the City Manager will examine and come back to Council and on the suggestion of Cllr. D. Lyons in was agreed that the proposal be examined again in the 2011 budget.

This was agreed.

(d)
Mayoral & Civic Receptions


Recommendation of Procedures Committee:
“The current practice whereby proposals are made at Council to afford Mayoral and Civic receptions was discussed and it was agreed on the proposal of Cllr. B. Walsh seconded by Cllr. D. Lyons to recommend that in future proposals to afford a civic reception be set out on a prescribed form submitted to the Meetings Administrator on the Tuesday prior to a Council meeting, that the form be circulated to all Councillors with the agenda for the following meeting of Council, that if Councillors have difficulty with the proposal that they discuss it with the Mayor in advance of the meeting and that the Mayor if necessary refer the proposal to the Procedures Committee.  It was also agreed that the decision on offering Mayoral receptions be solely the decision of the Mayor”.

The Mayor Cllr. D. McDonnell proposed;

“That the recommendations of the Procedures Committee be approved”.

This was seconded by Cllr. P. Keane and agreed.

· The Mayor Cllr. D. McDonnell referred Councillors to the letter circulated by the City Manager regarding free parking in the City Centre from 23rd March, 2010, to 4th April, 2010, from 10.00a.m. to 1.00p.m.

· Presentation on Round Ireland Offshore Powerboat Race 2010

The Mayor welcomed Ms. Maria Moynihan of the Round Ireland Offshore Powerboat Race 2010 Committee to the meeting and she made a presentation to the Elected Council on the proposed Offshore Powerboat race event 2010 in Galway.

Councillors generally welcomed the event and complimented Ms. Moynihan and her committee for securing the event for the city.  Questions raised by Councillors arising from the presentation were answered by Ms. Moynihan.  The Mayor then thanked Ms. Moynihan for her presentation and advised the elected council that the matter would be coming before them again in terms of the event licence at the May meeting of the Council at which a further update will be given.

(4) CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS OF OFFICIALS

(a)
Public Transport Feasibility Study

Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services referred to the presentation already given by him to the Elected Council at its Ordinary meeting held on 8th February, 2010, and he then made a short presentation to the Elected Council summarising the issues raised in that presentation.

The Mayor Cllr. D. McDonnell then welcomed the members of the Gluas Committee present at the meeting i.e. Mr. Brendan Holland, Prof. Luas Lesley, Prof. Padraig O’Donoghue.  Mr. Brendan Holland and Prof. Luas Lesley then both made presentations to the Elected Council.  

The Mayor thanked both for their presentations and particularly thanked Mr. Brendan Holland for his passionate commitment to the Gluas project and his vision for Galway.  He then welcomed Mr. Ian Byrne of M.V.A. Consultants who prepared the Public Transport Feasibility Study on behalf of the City Council, to the meeting.  He advised that Mr. Byrne would answer questions on the report.

A debate followed in which many Councillors while favouring the Gluas concept questioned and expressed concerns at the difference in costings for light rail put forward in the M.V.A. study compared to the costings envisaged in the Gluas presentation.  Other Councillors questioned the viability of the Gluas proposals and some suggested that the issues/differences could only be resolved in consultation with the Gluas Committee.

Mr. Padraig O’Donoghue responded to the issues raised on behalf of the Gluas Committee.

Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services, then introduced Mr. Ian Byrne, General Manager of M.V.A. Consultants to respond to questions raised by Councillors.  He substantiated the figures quoted in the study and gave examples of costs of light rail systems such as the different Luas lines in Dublin.

He pointed out that the system being proposed by the Gluas Team has not been tried anywhere in the world and that therefore there would be a considerable risk in using such a system here.  He also stated that the cost quoted by Gluas is a preliminary estimate only.

	At 7.30p.m. it was proposed by Cllr. D. Nolan, seconded by Cllr. B. Cameron and agreed to extend the duration of the meeting by one hour to complete this item and also to deal with Item 4(c) Provision of Public Toilets and Cllr. Colette Connolly’s motion as agreed.


The Mayor Cllr. D. McDonnell then departed from the meeting and the Deputy Mayor Cllr. P. Keane took the chair for the remainder of the meeting.

Mr. C. Hayes then responded to issues raised in the debate and stated that while he too would like the concept of light rail for the city, the question of costs must be considered, that he would welcome a partnership with Gluas to test the issues associated with the system proposed such as;

· The concept of not removing underground services from the route of the rail line

· The two years time scale for construction

· The need to carry out an E.I.S. for the project

· The need for a traffic impact assessment

· The need for further research on the issue of power for the system

· The Public Procurement which will have to be undertaken

· Clarification of standards for substructures etc.

He advised that the approval of the M.V.A. study does not mean the end of the Gluas light rail proposal and he recommended endorsement of the report and particularly emphasised that the bus route recommended in the study is similar to the route chosen by the Gluas Committee.  He stated that the City Council’s report to the Department will seek the approval of the bus route by the department for a rapid transport system for the city and that the City Council could then engage with Gluas to examine the issues.  He also emphasised the urgency in submitting the report to the department at this stage and pointed out that other Council’s are similarly seeking funding and that cities such as Cork and Limerick are seeking funding for bus rapid transport systems.  

Mr. Ian Byrne again clarified that in costing the light rail system for the report at €48million per kilometre they had looked at international best practices and he advised that the Luas red and green lines in Dublin had cost €28million per Kilometre in 2002 and that latest figures from the Council for more recent lines had a cost of €60 million per kilometre.

Mr. Luas Lesley then responded to issues raised and particularly explained that it was not possible to lay a large run of the track proposed in his system in Britain until a contract was secured for the system.  He also stated that the public generally choose light rail over bus transport systems and that rail achieves 40% more passengers than bus.

Mr. Brendan Holland in responding to the debate emphasised the need for partnership and acknowledged that there were many similarities in what is proposed by Gluas and M.V.A. Consultants.

The City Manager complimented Mr. Brendan Holland.  He referred to the similarity in what Glaus and the City Council are trying to achieve and felt that there was more agreed than disagreed between both.  He explained that Galway City is in a competitive position in seeking funding for a rapid transport system, in that cities such as Cork, Waterford and Limerick are also competing for funding.  He asked the Elected Council not to hold up the other recommendations in the report and therefore to approve the report of M.V.A. Consultants with provision for examination of the Gluas issues.  He reminded Councillors that the City Council is about to make a submission for funding under the Smarter Travel Imitative and that it was in the interest of the city to have the report of M.V.A. approved and submitted in advance of this.  He emphasised that a lot of prior issues have to be examined regardless of which system is chosen. A further debate followed in which the total cost of examining the Gluas issues was discussed.

Mr. Luas Lesley stated that a figure of €200,000 would be necessary while Mr. Ian Byrne felt that multiples of that figure would be required and a minimum of €500,000.  The timeframe for examining the issues was also debated and it was felt that a period of six months would be reasonable.

The Deputy Mayor Cllr. P. Keane then advised that a total of five motions had been submitted to him by Councillors during the course of the debate and following further brief debate it was agreed that the meeting break for a period of five minutes to allow the Elected Council to reach a consensus on how to proceed.

	As the time was now 8.30p.m. it was agreed on the proposal of Cllr. D. Lyons, seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly, to further extend the duration of the meeting to complete consideration of this item and to deal with Cllr. Colette Connolly’s motion.


The meeting resumed at 8.50p.m. and the Deputy Mayor Cllr. P. Keane advised that a compromise motion had been submitted and he read the contents of the motion as follows;

“That this Council endorses the M.V.A. report in so far as it commits to Public Transport as the solution to the city’s traffic problem – however the City Council’s preferred mode of Public Transport is the light rail (Gluas) project and we are seeking funding to progress this project and enter into a working partnership with the Gluas Committee”.

The motion was then proposed by Cllr. Catherine Connolly, seconded by Cllr. D. Lyons and approved unanimously.

The five motions submitted during the course of the debate were then considered withdrawn.

(b)
Public Transport Marketing Strategy


Deferred.

(c)
Provision of Public Toilets
 Deferred

(5)
CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS OF MAYOR

None.

6.
NOTICE OF MOTIONS 

Consideration of the following motions, Notice of which was given by members.

136/10
Notice given by Cllr. Colette Connolly
Received 2nd March, 2010.

Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed;

“That this Council furnish City Councillors with a written report outlining details of strategy for St. Patrick’s Day 17th March 2010 i.e.

· Number of Community Wardens on duty.

· Number of Traffic Wardens on duty.

· What extra waste disposal units will be put in place?

· Will additional toilet facilities be provided for Spanish Arch and Grattan Road.

· Will the Council provide a Parka and Ride facility on the day.

· Have the Council agreed a strategy with the Gardai Siochana.

· Does the City Manager feel confident that the strategy will provide the necessary services and security required on the National Holiday?”

This was seconded by Cllr. Catherine Connolly and agreed.

It was agreed that a report be issued to Councillors by the end of the week in response to this motion.

7.
CONFERENCEES


On the proposal of Cllr. P. Conneely seconded by Cllr O. Crowe it was agreed to approve the attendance of Councillors at the conferences/seminars to which they were nominated as set out in the schedule of conferences circulated at the meeting and as set out hereunder:

Local Authority Members Association Annual Meeting

Sligo Park Hotel, Pearse Street, Sligo

9th and 10 April, 2010.

The following Councillors were nominated to attend;

Cllrs. T. Costello, P. Conneely, D. Lyons, B. Walsh, T. O’Flaherty, Colette Connolly and Niall McNelis

Climate Change Impacts and Strategies going Forward

Silver Tassie Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.

26th – 28th March, 2010.

The following Councillor was nominated to attend;

Cllr. D. Lyons

Promoting Growth and Hobs in Irelands Regions – B.M.W.

Cavan Crystal Hotel, Cavan

16th April, 2010.

The following Councillors were nominated to attend;

Cllrs. P. Conneely, T. O’Flaherty and M.J. Crowe.
8.
QUESTIONS:

Deferred

9.
CORRESPONDENCES:

For noting by Councillors.

10.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None. 


The meeting concluded at 9.15p.m.

******************************
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