
Minutes of Special Meeting of Galway City Council, held on Monday 31st May, 2010

 at 4.00 p.m., in City Hall, College Road, Galway.

Presiding:
Cllr. D. McDonnell, Mayor of the City of Galway.
Present:
Councillors: B. Cameron; P. Conneely, Catherine Connolly, Colette Connolly; T. Costello; M.J. Crowe; O. Crowe;P. Keane; D. Lyons; N. McNelis; H. Naughton; D. Nolan; T. O’Flaherty; B. Walsh.
In Attendance:           
Mr. J. MacGrath, City Manager,

                        Mr. J. O’Neill, Director of Services,



Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services,

  

Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services, 



Mr. K. Swift, A/Director of Services,

                        Ms. E. McCormack, Head of Finance,



Ms. F. Mullarkey, Senior Executive Officer,

Mr. J. Considine, Senior Executive Officer,

Mr. R. Brennan, A/Senior Engineer,

Mr. B. Dunne, A/Senior Engineer,

Mr. M. McElliott, Senior  Executive Engineer,

Ms. P. Philbin, Administrative Officer,

Mr. G. McMahon, Administrative Officer,

Ms. T. Donoghue, Staff Officer. 

· The Mayor Cllr. D. McDonnell proposed a vote of congratulations to the Galway Senior Hurling Team on winning the National Hurling League and on their success to date in the All Ireland Hurling Championship.  He also proposed a vote of congratulations to Greg Cunningham, former Mervue United player on winning his first cap for Ireland and wished him well.

This was seconded by Cllr. O. Crowe and agreed.

1. CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
· At the suggestion of the Mayor Cllr. D. McDonnell it was agreed to consider Item 1(c) as first Item.

(c)
To agree a schedule of meetings to consider submissions 

to Draft City Development Plan
Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services referred to his report dated 26th May, 2010, already circulated to Councillors and outlined its contents including the schedule of suggested six meetings over the months of July and September to consider submissions.  It was agreed to hold Special Meetings on July, 16th, 19th and 23rd and to re-assess the need for further meeting in September based on progress at the July meetings.  

· The Mayor Cllr. D. McDonnell then requested the agreement of Councillors to hold the June Ordinary meeting of Council at 6.00p.m. on the 14th June, rather than the usual time of meeting due to the visit of the Mayor of Qingdao to Galway on that day.  This was agreed.

· The Mayor then referred to his recent visit to Bushy Park National School and he presented to the City Manager for response a petition handed to him at the school relating to the need for cycle lanes.

· The Mayor then referred to three motions submitted to him by Councillors at the commencement of the meeting relating to the situation in Gaza and he advised that he intended to consider these motions at 7.15p.m. and that all three motions would be read.

· The Mayor then agreed with Councillors a time frame for dealing with the Quarterly Reports for each department under Item No. 1(a).

(a)
Quarterly Service Reports – Quarter Ending 31st March, 

2010.

· Housing 

The Mayor Cllr. D. McDonnell referred to the Housing Quarterly Service Report from Quarter Ending 31st March, 2010, already circulated to Councillors and invited questions and comments from Councillors.

A debate followed in which questions and concerns raised by Councillors were answered by Mr. J. O’Neill, Directors of Services.

During the course of the debate Cllr. Catherine Connolly proposed;

“That a Special Meeting of the Council be held before the end of the of the year to deal with Housing”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly and agreed.

The following motions tabled during the course of the debate were then considered;

(i)
Cllr. B. Cameron proposed;

“That applicants on the Social Housing List be entitled to be given their position on the list when making an enquiry as to their position”.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Nolan.

Mr. J. O’Neill, Director of Services advised that he would prefer that this information be given in writing to applicants when sought.  Cllr. B. Cameron agreed with this suggestion and sought that this information be also given to Councillors and be indicative i.e. that the number on the list be given and the issues that may effect that position.

Mr. J. O’Neill advised that this could be provided.

The motion was then agreed unanimously.

(ii)
Cllr. B. Cameron proposed;

“That Galway City Council calls on the Minister of Environment, Heritage and Local Government to immediately bring forward legislation in respect to Management Companies as put forward by the Law Reform Commission”.

This was seconded by Cllr. D. Nolan and agreed unanimously.

It was agreed at the suggestion of the City Manager to consider Item 3(a) at this time as an issue relating to housing.

3.
BUSINESS PRESCRIBED BY STATUTE:
(a) 
Joint Homeless Consultative Forum – Nomination of one member
Cllr. B. Cameron referred to the report of Mr. J. O’Neill, Director of Services dated 25th May, 2010, and proposed; 

“That Cllr. D. Nolan be appointed as a representative to the Joint Homeless Consultative Forum”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly and agreed.

________________________________________________

· Transport & Infrastructure – Quarterly Report

The Mayor Cllr. D. McDonnell referred to the Quarterly Report on Transport & Infrastructure for Quarter Ending 31st March, 2010, already circulated to Councillors and invited questions and comments from Councillors.

A debate followed in which questions and concerns raised by Councillors were answered by Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services.

· Environment, Recreation & Amenity

The Mayor Cllr. D. McDonnell then referred to the Quarterly Report on Environment, Recreation & Amenity for Quarter Ending 31st March, 2010, already circulated to Councillors and invited questions and comments from Councillors.

In the debate which followed questions and concerns raised by Councillors were answered by Mr. K. Swift, A/Director of Services.

The following motion proposed during the course of the debate was then considered.

Cllr. Catherine Connolly proposed;

“That no household be deprived of a waiver if that household was in receipt of a waiver prior to 2010 and where there has been no change in the sources of income in that household and where all that has changed in a slight increase in one or other source of income such as pension, social welfare, disability or carer’s allowance”.

This was seconded by Cllr. B. Walsh.

Mr. K. Swift, advised that currently when changes in income occur they are examined and if the income is under the threshold the waiver is granted, that where slight increase in pension etc. brings the income over the threshold the waiver is not refused but generally where income exceeds the threshold the waiver is refused.  

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the motion which resulted as follows.

In favour:
10

Against:
3

Abstention:
1

(One Councillor was at this time absent from the Chamber)

The City Manager advised Councillors that the City Council cannot continue to apply the waiver scheme as it does at present, that the scheme in place is generous and that the reality is that the grant of some waivers cannot be justified.  He advised that applications for waivers will continue be to judged against the current waiver scheme and that where hardship is experienced it will be dealt with on a case by case basis.

· Arts & Culture

The Mayor Cllr. D. McDonnell referred to the Quarterly Report on Arts & Culture for quarter ending 31st March, 2010, already circulated to Councillors and invited questions and comments from Councillors.

In the debate which followed questions and concerns raised by Councillors were answered by Mr. T. Connell, Director of Services and the City Manager.

The following motion tabled during the course of the debate was then considered.

Cllr. P. Conneely proposed;

“That Padraic O’Connaire (statute) be returned to Eyre Square”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly.

The Mayor Cllr. D. McDonnell proposed the following amendment;

“That the City Council provide money for a replica statute of Padraic O’Connaire in the 2011 budget”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello.

The City Manager advised that there was no question of moving the existing statute from the museum, but that if the council agree to provide funding in the next budget for a replica statute, preparation works can be commenced.

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the amending motion which was agreed unanimously.  The Mayor then called for a vote to be taken on the amendment as the substantive motion and this in turn was agreed unanimously.  

(b)
Road Works Programme 2010
Deferred to June Ordinary Meeting of Council.

2.
NOTICE OF MOTIONS

Consideration of the following motions , notice of which was given by members.

On the suggestion of the Mayor Cllr. D. McDonnell it was agreed that motions which Cllrs.  Colette Connolly, D. Lyons and T. O’Flaherty had requested to be considered arising from issues in the Quarterly Reports at Item 1(a) be considered first i.e. motions 132/10, 133/10 and 143/10.

132/10
Notice given by Cllr. Colette Connolly.


Received 16th February 2010.                    

Cllr. Colette Connolly proposed the motion with an addendum as follows;

“That this Council informs the Department of Social & Family Affairs of the landlords who have not paid the levy to the Local Authority on their non-residential homes or those who are not registered with the Private Tenancies Board, as is the requirement and that this Council calls on the Government to include all properties in the R.A.S. scheme for assessment of the €200 second home levy”. 

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello and agreed.

133/10
Notice given by Cllr. T. O’Flaherty


Received 2nd March 2010.

Cllr. T. O’Flaherty proposed as follows:

“Considering that the Dual Carriage from the Martin Roundabout at Doughiska to Oranmore is shared by both the City and County Council and as these Local Authorities are responsible for maintaining this area, I propose that this Council liaise with the County Council to agree to erect signs along the dual carriageway with either a lo-call or hotline telephone number to advise the public to report littering.
The dual carriageway is one of the main entrances to our city and it is continually being blighted with litter and looks very unsightly.”

This was seconded by Cllr. B. Walsh.

Mr. C. Hayes, Director of Services advised that while he agreed with the sentiments of the motion, a number of requests have been received by the Council for permission to erect signage along that section of road, he also advised that the road is a National Road and that therefore the N.R.A. will have to be consulted regarding any such proposals.  He advised that in the circumstances the motion should be referred to the Transport & Infrastructure S.P.C. for consideration.

Cllr. T. O’Flaherty then proposed;

“That her motion 133/10 be referred to the Transport & Infrastructure S.P.C. for consideration”.

This was seconded by Cllr. B. Walsh.

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on this motion which resulted as follows;

In Favour:
13

Against:
1

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

143/10
Notice given by Cllr. D. Lyons


Received 5th April, 2010.

Cllr. D. Lyons proposed as follows;

“Following the in-discriminate dumping every weekend of recycle material/bags/containers at the bring banks on the Western Distributor Road that Galway City Council would undertake in conjunction with the Gardai authorities surveillance/monitoring of the bring banks including the use of CCTV equipment if required in order to stop the present illegal activity at the bring banks which is causing untold damage to the reputation of Galway City Council recycling program”

This was seconded by Cllr. N. McNelis.

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the motion which resulted as follows;

In Favour:
13

Abstentions:
1

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

147/10
Notice given by Cllr. Catherine Connolly



Received 4th May, 2010.


Cllr. Catherine Connolly proposed;

“That this Council records a vote of no confidence in the Fianna Fail/Green Party/Independent Government and condemns the government for the drastic consequences which the cuts in local authority funding are having on the provisions of services/housing at local level.  


Further that this Council condemns the Government for failing to hold those responsible for the current economic crisis to account and for demanding that those who are not in any way responsible, the poor and those on low to middle incomes shoulder the burden while at the same time overseeing transfer of wealth to bail out banks and developers and further that this Council endorses a public construction program as an alternative/ viable and sustainable way of dealing with the economic crisis”.
This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello.

Following response to the motion by Cllr. M.J. Crowe the Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the Motion which resulted as follows;

In Favour:
10

Against:
3

Abstention:
1

The Mayor declared the motion carried.

127/10
Notice given by Cllr. D. Nolan



Received 21st February 2010.
Cllr. D. Nolan proposed as follows;

"Pursuant to s.56 of the Local Government Act 2001, Galway City Council adopts by resolution, a proposal to extend the existing city boundary so as to incorporate all the current lands designated, and future lands necessary, for the development of the Ardaun corridor as a single, integrated and cohesively planned area."

This was seconded by Cllr. N. McNelis.

As the time was now 7.30p.m. it was agreed on the proposal of Cllr. B. Walsh, seconded by Cllr. N. McNelis to extend the duration of the meeting to 7.45p.m. to consider this motion and the three motions submitted by Councillors relating to Gaza as agreed at the commencement of the meeting.

Following brief debate the City Manager referred to his written response to this motion which had already been circulated to Councillors at the meeting, he outlined the contents of his response and the reasons as set out therein, why he was not recommending this motion.

Following further brief debate it was agreed at the request of Cllr. D. Nolan to leave the motion on the agenda for possible future amendment by him.

At the request of the Mayor a comment made by Cllr. D. Nolan relating to the Manager’s response was withdrawn by Cllr. D. Nolan.

As the time was now 7.45p.m. it was proposed by the Mayor Cllr. D. McDonnell, seconded by Cllr. B. Walsh and agreed to further extend the duration of the meeting by sufficient time to consider the three motions relating to the Gaza situation.  

(i)
Cllr. D. Nolan proposed that;

“Galway City Council condemn as outrageous, unwarranted and wrong, the horrific attack by Israel on the peaceful humanitarian convoy to Gaza.  Council further calls for the intervention of the international community and the provision of immediate aid to the people of Gaza”.

This was seconded by Cllr. T. Costello and agreed unanimously.

(ii)
Cllr. B. Cameron proposed;

“That Galway City Council condemn last night’s attack on the peaceful convoy carrying much needed humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip.  We call on the Minister of Foreign Affairs to immediately summon the Israeli Ambassador to explain the actions of his Government in this matter.  Furthermore we call on the Minister to call for a speedy independent investigation under the auspices of the United Nations”.

This was seconded by Cllr. N. McNelis and agreed unanimously.

(iii)
Cllr. Catherine Connolly proposed;

“That this Council condemns in the strongest possible terms the slaughter of international human rights activists by the Israeli military and further that this Council calls on the Government to sever all diplomatic relations with the Government of Israel”.

This was seconded by Cllr. Colette Connolly.

The Mayor called for a vote to be taken on the motion which resulted as follows;

In Favour:
5

Against:
8

Abstention:
1

The Mayor declared the motion defeated.

4.
CORRESPONDENCE
(a)
Letter from Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government dated 17th May, 2010, regarding River Basin Management Plans.

For noting by Councillors.

**********************************
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