GALWAY COUNTY COUNCIL, GALWAY CITY COUNCIL, HSE WEST 


Revised Boil Water Notice – 9th July 2007

Please read carefully

HSE West advises that the Boil Water Notice is lifted from the area supplied by the Luimnagh plant from July 9th.
However, people in the area supplied by the Terryland plant, as outlined on the map overleaf, should continue to BOIL WATER for drinking & food preparation until further notice.
People whose drinking water is served by the Luimnagh supply can now use tap water for drinking and food preparation without first boiling it.  As a precautionary measure  HSE West advises that people  at unusually high risk of infection because of problems with their immune system  should continue to boil water.  If you are concerned that you may be at unusually high risk of infection, you should consult your doctor. 

Food Businesses in the area from which the Boil Water Notice has been lifted will be contacted individually  with specific advice regarding the safe use of equipment, such as ice machines & drinks machines.
HSE West, Galway County Council & Galway City Council emphasise that it is essential that people within the Boil Water area outlined on the map continue to boil water intended for drinking or food preparation until further notice.  Every effort is being made to resolve the situation in this area.
Background:

A Boil Water Notice covering Galway city and part of Galway County was issued on 15th March 2007 on the advice of the HSE West.  This notice was issued due to an outbreak of cryptosporidiosis in the area.
Two water supplies were  covered by the Boil Water Notice:

1)
Luimnagh Supply:
This supply serves an area of County Galway to the East of Lough Corrib.  

2)
Terryland Supply:
This supply serves Galway city, and part of the County to the West of the city, extending to Barna & Moycullen as indicated on the map.
Current Situation:

The engineering works required to lift the Boil Water Notice from the Luimnagh supply have been completed.  The current situation with regard to the Luimnagh supply is outlined below with reference to the criteria set out by the HSE and Environmental Protection Agency for the lifting of the Boil Water Notice:

Condition 1:

There is effective water treatment to remove cryptosporidium.  

Status:

Galway County Council has implemented improved water treatment measures at the Luimnagh Water Treatment Plant to effectively remove cryptosporidium.

Condition 2:
There is clean water, safe for human consumption, with assurance that the system is robust and that the water is of acceptable quality.

Status:

An enhanced water testing programme commenced on June 11th to verify water quality.   All results from the Luimnagh Supply have been satisfactory.
Condition 3:

There is a marked decline in the incidence of human disease.
Status:

The number of new cases of cryptosporidiosis notified in the last month has declined to the levels expected to be seen at this time of year.

Contact Details:

Galway County Council & Galway City Council will provide a helpline for advice on the boundaries of the Boil Water Notice.  The helpline number is  (091) 509214.
Food businesses who require further information should contact the HSE on 091 548365 or 548381.
More information is also available on www.galway.ie ; www.hse.ie; www.galwaycity.ie 

