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RE: Water Supply From The Luimnagh Water Treatment Plant

Significant progress has been made on all actions relating to the delivery of a solution to the current water supply situation in Galway City. Galway County Council and Galway City Council have made substantial progress with actions to advance the supply of water to the city from the Luimnagh Water Treatment Plant.   The May 8th deadline was fulfilled and  9,800 m3 per day was provided from the Luimnagh Treatment Plant to the City. 

There has been a delay of approximately 2 weeks on the May 18th deadline of receiving 11,000 m3 from the Luimnagh Water Treatment Plant. Following on from this,  the June 15th deadline to increase the water intake from the Luimnagh Water Treatment Plant to 17,000m3 will also experience a slippage of approximately 2 weeks.

The initial date outlined to receive 17,000m3 of water from the Luimnagh Water Treatment Plant was in fact September, this was in turn brought forward to July and thereafter brought forward to June.

Given the sheer complexity of the engineering works being carried out, the June 15th deadline was always referred to as an ambitious date and therefore a slight slippage of approximately 2 weeks has occurred.
The decision on the lifting of the “Boil Water” notice is a matter for the HSE.    They have indicated that they will require three conditions to be satisfied relating to the effective treatment of water, the continuous supply of quality water and a reduction in the number of the cases of cryptosporidiosis.   

The number of laboratory confirmed cases of cryptosporidiosis in Galway city and county is now 236 since January 1st 2007. This represents an increase of 3 new cases during the week prior to June 8th 2007.

Galway City Council appreciates the ongoing co-operation of all sectors of the community in dealing with this issue and again reminds the public that, once boiled, the water is safe both to drink and use for food preparation. 

Galway City Council has increased its monitoring and is continuously working closely with the HSE and the EPA to resolve this issue.

For further information, please refer to our website www.galwaycity.ie where you will find additional information and FAQ’s
*********************

HSE West reiterates that it is essential that people in the affected areas continue to boil water intended for drinking or food preparation. If you are unsure of the source of your water supply, it is advised to boil your water as a precautionary measure.

The Boil Water Notice will not be lifted until:

 

(1) There is a marked decline in human disease: that is a return to at least the low levels usually seen at this time of year, for several weeks (at least 2 incubation periods ie 4 weeks).  

 

(2) There is effective water treatment to remove cryptosporidium: 

 

(3) There is clean water, safe for human consumption, assurance that the system is robust and that the water is of acceptable quality.

 

This will take at least 2-4 weeks and possibly considerably longer depending on the issues above, after the water is being treated effectively.

Further Information: Máire Ní Mhulláin 087 7545172

Comhairle Cathrach na Gaillimhe Galway City Council











