[image: image1.jpg]Comhairle Cathrach na Gaillimhe
Galway City Council




Comhairle Cathrach na Gaillimhe

Galway City Council

DOG CONTROL BYE-LAWS

2008
PROPOSED UNDER

THE CONTROL OF DOGS ACT, 1986

(AS AMENDED) & REGULATIONS THEREUNDER
AND

THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001 & REGULATIONS THEREUNDER

Comhairle Cathrach na Gaillimhe 

Galway City Council 

DOG CONTROL BYE- LAWS 2008 

Galway City Council in pursuance of the powers conferred on it under the Control of Dogs Act 1986 (as amended) and Regulations thereunder, and the Local Government Act 2001 and regulations thereunder, and in the interests of the common good hereby makes the following Bye-Laws in relation to the control of dogs on certain beaches in the functional area of the Council. 

1. Title:

These bye-laws shall be cited as Galway City Council Dog Control Bye-laws 2008.

2. Commencement:

These bye-laws shall come into operation on 1st day of  August 2008.           
3. Definitions:

In these bye-laws the following definitions shall apply:

“The Council” means the City Council of Galway.

“Dog” includes a bitch of any age or a dog of any age.

“Beach” means the area immediately adjacent to the foreshore consisting of a natural accumulation of sand and/or stones and/or rock or shingle and every area contiguous thereto together with the foreshore waters for a distance of 300 metres from the shore and bordering but not including the footpath/walkway adjacent to the beach and as more particularly delineated on the schedule of maps attached hereto.

4. Application of Bye-Laws.

(a).  The Bye–Laws shall apply to the Beaches known as Silverstrand, Salthill, Grattan Road, and Ballyloughaun and more particularly delineated on the schedule of maps attached hereto.

(b).  These Bye – Laws shall apply from the 1st May to 30th September inclusive each year.
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5.  Prohibitions/Restricitions.
(a)  Between the hours of 9.00 am and 8.00 pm during the months of May, June, July, August and September, it shall be prohibited to bring any dog onto the beaches or into the waters to which these Bye-Laws apply.

(b) Before 9.00 am and after 8.00 pm during the months of May, June, July, August and September a dog may be brought onto the Beach subject to the following 

conditions:

(i) The dog is on a leash.

(ii) It is not causing danger or nuisance to any person using the beach or worrying, chasing, injuring or disturbing any animals, birds or other creatures on the beach.

Note:  (Under the Litter Pollution Act 1997, where faeces has been deposited by a dog on a beach, the person in charge of the dog shall immediately remove the faeces and shall ensure that it is properly disposed of in a suitable sanitary manner).

(iii)    Guide dogs for the blind, dogs kept by an Garda Siochana and under the                                                                                                                       control of a member of An Garda Siochana in the execution of his/her duties and dogs kept by the Customs and Excise Service and under the control  of a member of the Customs and Excise Service in the execution of his/her duties are exempt from these bye-laws. 

6. Offences:

(a) A person who obstructs or impedes a dog warden acting in the exercise of his/her functions under these bye-laws shall be guilty of  an offence.

(b) Where a dog warden “or member of the Garda Siochana” is of the opinion that a person is committing or has committed an offence to which these bye-laws relate, the dog warden “or member of the Garda Siochana” may demand the name and address of such person and if this demand is refused or the person gives a name or address which is false or misleading, the person shall be guilty of an offence.

(c) A person who contravenes a provision of these bye-laws shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €1904.60 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 3 months or both.

(d) A person may be served with a fixed payment notice as an alternative to a prosecution for a contravention of a bye-law indicating that a prosecution will not be instituted if payment of € 31.74 is made to the Council during the period of 21 days beginning on the date of the notice.

(e) An offence under these bye-laws may be prosecuted by Galway City Council, being the Local Authority which made the bye-laws.
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