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Introduction

The purpose of Galway City Council’s Heritage Plan is to promote knowledge of appreciation of and protection for the City’s heritage.  It impinges on all components of life and comprises aspects of: 

Monuments (i.e. Archaeological Monuments)

Archaeological Objects 

Heritage Objects 

Architectural Heritage 

Flora

Fauna

Wildlife Habitats 

Landscapes 

Seascapes 

Wrecks 

Geology

Heritage Gardens and Parks

Inland Waterways

The City’s heritage also manifests itself through various cultural aspects and activities including language, folklore, folklife, placenames, archives and museums.   Galway City Council’s Heritage Plan draws on this rich reserve of heritage and culture, identifies the stakeholders, sets objectives for its preservation and enhancement, and outlines actions for the achievement of these goals. The objectives and actions are outlined in each section in a format that is consistent with that adopted in other Heritage Plans.

Executive Summary 

The Galway City Heritage Plan sets out the heritage objectives of Galway City Council for the years 2005 to 2009.  It identifies the key actions necessary to the implementation of these objectives and suggests key stakeholders in the carrying out of these actions.  It also gives an estimated time-frame for the completion of each objective.  Galway’s Heritage includes natural (and human-altered), built, and cultural heritage.  The plan is divided into sections dealing with Archaeology and Monuments, Built Heritage, Architectural Street Furniture and Built Environment, Cemeteries, Landscapes, Seascapes, Waterways, Maritime Heritage and Wrecks, Geology, Fauna and Flora, Heritage Gardens and Parks, Archives, Museums, Folklore and Folklife, Cultural Heritage (including Language and Music) Placenames, General Heritage Protection and Advice, and Heritage Awareness, Promotion and Education. 

The Plan contains a list of the Relevant Heritage Legislation and a List of Abbreviations.  Appendix I  contains a list of individuals and organisations who made written submissions to the Plan, while Appendix II contains a list of Heritage Definitions as prepared for the Heritage Act of 1995. 
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Among the main objectives of the plan is to identify actions which will promote knowledge, provide advice and accumulate heritage databases which will, in turn, generate interest in heritage and lead to its preservation and enhancement.  The plan sets out objectives which involve working closely with the Heritage Council and other state agencies to raise the profile of heritage in the whole community and the development of heritage awareness through the Heritage Council, its Heritage in Schools Programme. Links are also promoted with the NMS, NPWS and the Cultural Institutions. The integration of heritage protection and enhancement in the development process is a key objective of several of the actions.  The objectives also include the aim of developing an interest in local history and culture, the protection of natural heritage, landscapes and waterways and the protection and promotion of Galway’s built and Cultural Heritage.

Among the objectives in the plan are the:

· Promotion of the city’s archaeological and Industrial Archaeological Heritage.

· The identification and provision of advice on Protected Structure Architectural Conservation Areas and the protection of the city’s architectural heritage and its general enhancement.

· The promotion of Galway’s Heritage through the new museum and the publication of guides to the museum collection.

· The promotion of natural heritage through lectures, guides, leaflets and the Heritage in Schools programme and in the community generally.

· The provision of a Heritage Awards and Grants Schemes for Galway City.

· The promotion of Cultural and Linguistic Heritage both in Galway City and between the city and our twin cities. Multicultural activities are also promoted.

· The raising of awareness of all aspects of heritage, the collection and publication of information and data and the promotion of policies aimed at heritage education and protection.

· Raising awareness of the Irish Language and its significant cultural role in the city. Making the language more visible and promoting its use in everyday life and in placenames for new estates, and promoting Galway as a Bilingual Capital. These are already stated policies of Galway City Council and the cultural actions of this plan aim, among other things, to support, enhance and promote the aims of Gaillimh Beo agus Briamhar document. 
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What is a Heritage Plan?

A Heritage Plan is an agreed, realistic action plan which provides a strategy for the identification, assessment, protection, conservation enhancement, and interpretation of heritage in a given area.  Heritage plans deal with the entire heritage of an area and its context as a whole rather than just seeking to protect individual or specific places buildings, sites or habitats.

Local heritage plans reflect local priorities identified in relation to collection of data, raising awareness, and promotion of best practice in various aspects of heritage.  A Heritage Plan arises out of a consultative process which involves a range of stakeholders and which identifies priorities and outlines a five year strategy for the built, natural and human-altered heritage of an area.

The Aim of the Plan

The Heritage Plan is a strategy drawn in order to collect and disseminate information on Galway City’s heritage, to raise awareness and appreciation of this heritage, to promote its enhancement and preservation, and to create a realistic programme of works towards the achievement of the various aims and objectives.

The aim is to make heritage, its preservation, enhancement and promotion, core elements of the City Council policy, working through representatives of the City’s people  while raising awareness and appreciation of it.  It is also aimed to source  and attract funding towards the enhancement and preservation of heritage and to collect data, raise awareness and promote best practice in the promotion, preservation and enjoyment of our local heritage.

The Consultative Process:

In the preparation of this document cognisance was taken of the Heritage Council’s “A Methodology for Local Authority Heritage Officers in the preparation of County/City Heritage Plans”.  The route adopted by the City Council involved advertising in a public notice, seeking submissions using the SPC’s and their various sub-committees as a Heritage Forum coupled with the advice given by the experts in various fields, whose submissions in their respective areas of expertise is acknowledged. The advisory group included: 

· Bríd Ní Chonghóile, Gaillimh le Gaeilge

· Donal O’Lunaigh, National Library of Ireland 

· Dr. Ciarán O’Connor, Archaeology Department N.U.I.G.

· Dr. Martin Feeley, Geology Department N.U.I.G.

· Dr. Michelene Sheehy-Skeffinton, Botany Department N.U.I.G. 

· Gordon D’Arcy, Environmentalist 

· Marianne ten Cate, Bird Watch Ireland 

· Mary Cahill, Irish Antiquities Division, National Museum of Ireland 

· Paddy Matthews, Planning Officer, The Heritage Council 
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In addition, the Plan has been considered by the City Development Boards’ Spatial Planning Group, the Planning Strategic Policy Committee.

Timeline of the Consultative Process:

2002  
Heritage Council Training, Workshops

2003
Methodology for Local Authority


Heritage Plans published

2003

Advertisement in Newspapers seeking submissions to Heritage Plan.

2003

Galway City Council decides that the S.P.C and C.D.B will constitute the Heritage Forum  along with a panel of external heritage experts or advisors (The Advisory Group cited above).

2003/04

Six  presentations to the various sub-committees, the S.P.C.s and to the Joint City and County Tourism  agencies.

Various Drafts of Heritage Plan circulated to S.P.C’s and to Heritage Advisory Group.

Submissions and comments taken into account in subsequent drafts.

Written submissions received Summer 2003 – Autumn 2003 from Heritage Advisory Group.

Summer 2003 


Heritage Council approves actions for approval funding for 

2004.

Spring 2004 


Draft Heritage Plan receives comments from Planning 


Department.

Summer 2004 – 

Drafts circulated to Strategic Policy Committees and

Winter 2005  

Heritage Advisory Group. Updates to the Planning Strategic Planning Committee provided the Spatial Planning Group and the following committees of the City Development Board. The Arts and Culture Group, Nature and Wildlife Habitats Group and the Natural Environment and Waterways Sub-group. 

As Above 2005

Heritage Plan draft continues to appear on City Council web site in English and in Irish. Extra time allowed for further submission until late September 2005.

October 2005

Alterations to draft to accommodate latest submissions. 

November 2005

Plan goes forward for consideration and approval by the elected members.
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Monitoring & Evaluation

Monitoring of the implementation of the Heritage Plan will be a function of the City Council exercised through Strategic Policy Committee which covers planning.  The actions as identified will be incorporated into the City Council’s Annual Operational Plan.  The Heritage Plan also includes provisions for a review within two years of the adoption of the Plan.
Funding

The National Heritage Plan suggests that £12.7 million will be made available for the implementation of Heritage Plans.  The Heritage Council has agreed to co-fund the Local Authority Heritage Plans, in some cases to upwards of 65% of the cost of actions which the Heritage Council feel, satisfy its criteria. The amount of funding per action varies however, and the actions to be funded in a given year will be budgeted for and paid for annually by Galway City Council and the Heritage Council. Costings are estimated at current rates for each year of the plan and because they may fluctuate or change are not included in this plan.
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The Heritage Plan

The Actions of the Plan

Archaeology and Monuments 

0bjective:

Identify and promote interest in the City’s Archaeology including Industrial and Maritime Archaeology.  Provide information and promote best practice in conservation of monuments.

	Key Actions 
	Lead Agency & Partners
	Time Frame

	1. Compile a database of archaeological reports including excavation archives to be available for public consultation and research.

2. Compile a photographic database on known archaeological sites in Galway and publish booklet on these.

3. Supplement above photographic                    

database on an ongoing basis through a              Monumental Liaison Scheme. 

4. Survey, list, and preserve (where possible) Galway City’s Industrial Archaeological Sites.

5. Part-fund a publication and a CD on Galway’s Industrial Archaeology, to  serve as a guide for development, and inform the general public.

6. Promote protection and enhancement of traditional stone built walls and hedgerows. Organise a conference on their preservation.

7. Participate in the Ecclesiastical Heritage Trail & erect signage.

8. Promote, protect and enhance archaeological monuments in City Council’s ownership as icons of the City’s Heritage.


	1. Galway City Council

2. Galway City Council, NMS, Architectural Survey, O.P.W. National Archives and Irish Architectural Archives

3. Galway City Council 

4. Galway City Council / Heritage Council

5. Galway City Council / Heritage Council / DoEHLG

6. Galway City Council & Heritage Council

7. Fáilte Ireland / Galway City Council

8. Galway City Council and Heritage Council


	1. Commence 2006 and throughout  

2.    2007 – 2009 

3. Ongoing throughout

4. 2009 – 2010 

5. December 2006 – December 2007

6. Throughout with conference in 2008 – 2009.

7. 2006 and ongoing

8. 2006 – 2010




-4-
	9. Provision of information plaques on town walls and sites of notable gates.

10. Identify Industrial Archaeological Sites for future protection and proposed inclusion on RPS.

11. Industrial Archaeological Survey and Published inventory


	9. Irish Walled Towns Network, European Walled Towns Friendship Circle, Galway City Council, Heritage Council, Galway Civic Trust.

10. Galway City Council, Planning and Heritage.

11. Industrial Archaeological Heritage Association, N.M.S. Architectural Survey and Heritage Office Galway City Council.
	9. 2006 onwards. Continue process started with Heritage Council Grant in 2005. 

10. 2006 – 2010 

11. 2009 – 2010 
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Architecture and Built Heritage

0bjective:

Promote an awareness of the significance of the City’s Architecture and Built Heritage generally.

	Key Actions 
	Lead Agency & Partners
	Time Frame

	1.    Support identification and 

management of Architectural

    Conservation Areas. Publication of            information on same. 

2.    Assist identification of and promote

       best conservation practice with regard  to the City’s shop fronts and bilingual signage.

3. Survey and publish Galway City’s   buildings on the RPS and national monuments and promote best practice in their recording and conservation.

4. Identify buildings for future inclusion in RPS, and in ACAs. 

5. Promote provision of post of     Conservation Architect in long-term having regard to Government embargo on recruitment.

6. Initiate Conservation plans for Town Walls, Menlo Caste, Terryland Castle, Doughiska Castle and various carved stone features in the city.

7. Make RPS available in published form an update as necessary.

8. Participate actively in Irish Walled Towns Network and Europe-wide Walled Towns Friendship Circle.


	1. Galway City Council, Planning and Heritage.

2. Galway City Council

3. Galway City Council & Heritage Council and Conservation Consultants

4. Galway City Council

5. Galway City Council

6. Galway City Council, Heritage Council, N.M.S.

7. Galway City Council Architectural Survey.

8. County Council, Heritage Council, IWTN an WTEC.
	1. January 2006 continue process started in 2004 – 2005 

2. Ongoing

3. 2007 – 2009 

4. Throughout

5. Throughout

6. 2006, 2007 and throughout

7. 2008 – 2009 

8. From 2005 throughout
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Cemeteries

Objective:

To preserve and promote Galway City Cemetery Heritage.  Promote a holistic approach to their maintenance and best practice in any works carried out at them.

	Key Actions 
	Lead Agency & Partners
	Time Frame

	1. Survey City’s Cemeteries their habitats, trees, monuments, flora and fauna and 

their biodiversity.  Provide a database of the cemeteries and their heritage.

2. Initiate a series of workshops on city 

graveyard maintenance and their heritage.

3. Provide advice and best practice 

guidance to communities on cemetery  maintenance and clean ups.

4. Provide a series of information sheets on the heritage of  cemeteries, and then

material, built and human altered, and natural heritage. Publish book of the subject and its significance.

5. Booklet on Galway Cemeteries the History, Care and Conservation

       
	1. Galway City Council, Parks, Heritage and Environment sections and Heritage Council.

2. Galway City Council / National Monuments Service, Heritage Council, C.D.B.

3. Galway City Council. Heritage Council, Environment Heritage and Parks Sections of Galway County Council

4. Galway City Council,

        Heritage Council and       C.D.B

5. Galway City Council, Heritage Council, C.D.B. and its sub-committees


	1. Commence 2008 Continue to 2010

2. Commence 2007

3. Ongoing

4. From 2008

5. 2010
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Museums

Objective: 

The provision of a new museum and a suitable museum service and attendant curatorial educational promotional and conservation facilities necessary for an Accredited and Designated museum service for Galway City 

	Key Actions 
	Lead Agency & Partners 
	Time Frame

	1. Display of all signage and captions in Galway City Museum into Irish (Including information on material in storage)so it will be ready if item is complete.

2. Publication of series of guides/ catalogues to the Galway City Museum Collections, at least one to be published each year.  These to be bilingual.

3. Display finds and other data from Galway City. Secure items on long term or permanent loan from National Museum of Ireland and other Cultural Institutions.

4. Promote long-term establishment of position of City Archaeologist having regard to Government recruitment embargo.

5. Start a series of Heritage Lectures and exhibitions in the new Museum.

6. Establish an advisory  a Museum Board with input from the Heritage Officer.

7. Host joint Heritage Museum exhibitions and publication launches at the new museum. 

8. Run a Museums on a Shoestring and Museums Study Course

9. Museum Heritage in Nobe site to be bilingual

10. Continue to publish and to launch at Galway City Museum. The Galway City Museum Newsletter/Nuacht Litir Museum Cathrach na Gaillimhe.


	1.      Irish Language Officer, heritage Officer Gaillimh le Gaeilge, Galway City Council

2.      National Museum, 

         National Archives, Heritage Council, Galway City Libraries, Galway City Council

3.      National Museum of Ireland, Galway City Council, Heritage Council

4.      Galway City Council (Heritage and Planning)

5.     Galway City Council

6. Galway City Council

7. Museum Director, Heritage Office

8. Galway City Council Museum Director, Heritage Officer and Heritage Council, I.M.A., M.A.G.N.I. and N.M.I.

9. As Above

10. Museum and Heritage Office, Galway City Council.
	1.  2006 onwards

2.  2006 – 2010

3.  2006 – 2010

4.  2006 – 2010

5.  2006 – 2010

6. 2006

7. 2006 – 2010 

8. 2006 and again in    2008

9. Throughout

10. Throughout
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Landscapes and Seascapes
Objective:

To provide for the sustainable development of Galway City’s landscapes. The collection of data, raising of awareness and provision of information on Galway’s Seascapes.

	Key Actions 
	Lead Agency & Partners
	Time Frame

	1. Produce information leaflets on  Galway’s Natural Heritage.

2. Host a lecture series and conference on Natural & Cultural Landscapes. 

3. Commission a booklet on the coastal marine heritage of Galway, to provide for the public appreciation of that heritage.

4. Promote an understanding of significance of Special Area of Conservation, Special Protection Areas and Natural Heritage Areas through a series of leaflets and public lectures.

5. Undertake a lecture campaign to raise awareness of the effects of erosion, unauthorised dumping and littering.
	1. Galway City Council / Parks and Wildlife 

Section DoEHLG   Heritage Council, C.D.B.

2. Galway City Council, Heritage Council & Third Level Institutions, C.D.B.

3. Galway City Council, Heritage Council, C.D.B.
4. Galway City Council / Heritage Council, NPWS, C.D.B.

5. Galway City Council, Heritage Council, DoEHLG, C.D.B.


	1. December 2008

2. November 2007 

3. 2009

4. Ongoing

        2006 – 2010 

5. Throughout 2006 – 2010
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Waterways, Maritime Heritage and Wrecks 

Objective:

The promotion of knowledge of Galway’s water-based heritage whether maritime or inland.  The preservation of its physical remains as well as the provision of educational information on this significant aspect of our heritage.  To ensure the identification, preservation, and promotion of Galway’s Wrecks and Maritime Heritage, and encourage the development of Galway as a centre of Maritime Heritage Research.

	Key Actions 
	Lead Agency & Partners
	Time Frame

	1. Set up a study group to make proposals for a Waterways Plan for Galway. Promote Feasibility study for re-opening of canal gates to the Corrib for Boat Traffic. 

2. Erection of signage on canal which will promote its built and natural heritage.

3. Contribute to National Inventory only of  Wrecks.

4. Participate in and promote the completion of survey of ship’s timbers and wrecks in the city.

5. Initiate project to record and publish tradition boats and finding techniques and heritage in the area.

6. Continue to co-operate with groups seeking to eradicate Zebra Mussels.


	1. Galway City Council, Corrib Navigation Trustees, Heritage Council, C.D.B.

2. As above along with Heritage Council Waterways Ireland

3. Galway City Council National Monuments                          Service, Heritage Council

4. Heritage and Museum section Galway city Council, NMI, Harbour Brand, Corrib Navigation Tourist Western Fisheries Board, Residents Groups, C.D.B. and Heritage Council.

5. As Above

6. Joint Zebra Mussel eradication group in local authorities N.P.W.S., W.FB., Corrib Navigation Trustees. 


	1. 2006

2. Throughout

3. Throughout

4. 2009 – 2010

5. 2009 – 2010 

6. Throughout
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Fauna and Flora

Objectives: 

To promote an appreciation of Galway’s diverse fauna and flora and to promote its study and the preservation of faunal and floral diversity. The collection and dissemination of information, raising awareness and appreciate of fauna and flora and promoting best practice in the conservation of faunal and floral habitats

	Key Actions 
	Lead Agency & Partners 
	Time Frame 

	1. Have wildlife surveys of city waterways carried out periodically in tandem with an assessment of their water quality. Engage a consultant ecologist to carry out this task.

2. Seek to conserve and where appropriate, improve sites and habitats of importance.

3. Promote awareness of our wildlife 

habitats in conjunction with wildlife              groups through publications, talks, walks and exhibitions.

4. Produce promotional projects and videos in conjunction with present Heritage in Schools Project on the Importance of Trees, School visits, slide-shows, fieldwork, experiment in making a replica of a dug-out canoe and making a video of this work.

5. Develop a policy for the preservation of  hedgerows and traditional stone walling  in both public and private developments.

6. Encourage Seed Saving and promote community co-opration in seed saving.  Education Packs. Information Days through Terryland Park events.

7. Publish report on bird species and habitats in Galway area.


	1. Galway City Council, NPWS, Heritage Council

2. Galway City Council

C.D.B., NPWS, Heritage                 Council 

3. BirdWatch Ireland, Galway Bat Group, Galway City Council

       Heritage Council

4.    Heritage Council, Schools. 

       Galway City Council, Heritage in Schools network, C.D.B.

5.    Galway City Council (Planning and Heritage), Heritage Council

6.    Galway City Council,

       Heritage Council

7.    BirdWatch, Galway City               Council, Environmental section, Heritage office and C.D.B committee.


	1. Throughout

2. Ongoing  throughout

3. Ongoing  throughout

4. 2006 – 2010

5. Throughout

6. Throughout

7. 2009 – 2010 
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Promoting Biodiversity 

Objective:

The promotion of sustainable biological biodiversity,  the collection of data.

	Key Actions 
	Lead Agency & Partners 
	Time Frame 

	1. Promote the compilation of Biodiversity Plan for Galway City Council.

2. To take cognisance of the National Biodiversity Plan in formulating any new policies effecting fauna, flora and natural habitats. 

3. Assess all policies against the National Biodiversity Plan and apply Heritage Appraisal Methology to same.

4.     Establish procedures to protect areas of local natural heritage and areas of biodiversity importance which are not protected by national legislation.

5.     Consult with NPWS and SPCs and CDB with regard to any issues relating to Galway City Habitats, biodiversity, flora or fauna.

6. Assess all future Development Plans       and planning proposals against this Heritage Plan. Apply Heritage Appraisal Methodology, to Development Plans, Local Area Plans and relevant new policies.

7. Assess all maintenance works on canals, bridges, old buildings, parks and hedges/trees with regard to the fauna using and inhabiting them, and promote protection of such fauna.

8. Promote the appointment Biodiversity Officer Recommended by C.D.B., subject to Government Recruitment.


	1. Galway City Council

         Heritage Council, NPWS

2. Heritage Council, 

 Galway City Council,   NPWS

3. Galway City Council and Heritage Council

4. Galway City Council in partnership with other Local Authorities, Heritage Council

5. Galway City Council, NPWS

6. Galway City Council, Heritage Council

7. Galway City Council, NPWS, WRFB, Heritage Council

8. As above


	1. 2006 – 2007 

2. Throughout

3. Throughout

4. 2006 – 2010 

5. Throughout

6. As they are being formulated

7. Throughout

8. Throughout
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Geology

Objectives: 

To preserve and promote an appreciation and understanding of sites of Geological and Geomorphological interest in Galway City.

	Key Actions 
	Lead Agency & Partners 
	Time Frame

	1. To list and consider the protection of sites of geological, geomorphological and natural landscape interest, in Galway City. 

2. Provision of heritage advice on sustainable rehabilitation and a new use of old quarry sites or their development as heritage features. 

3. Promote an interest in Geology through joint exhibitions and seminars.

4. Conference on Geological Heritage.

5. Develop a geological geomorphological exhibition as part of Galway City Museum/ Músaem Cathrach na Gaillimhe. 


	1. Geological Survey of Ireland, Galway City Council, Heritage Council

2. City Council, Geographical Survey of Ireland, Heritage Council

3. Galway City Council & Geology Department, National University of Ireland, Galway, Heritage Council

4. Geology Department N.U.I.G. and Heritage office Galway City Council along with G.S.I.

5. As above and Museum Director.


	1. 2007

2. Throughout

3. 2006 – 2010

4. 2010

5. 2006
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Archives 

Objective: 

The preservation with due regard to the national legislation as it relates to the City Archives making them accessible to the public where they have been processed and the provision of suitable conditions and facilities for their preservation, conservation, promotion and access. 
	Key Actions 
	Lead Agency & Partners 
	Time Frame

	1. A survey of the archival holdings of Galway City Council by the Archivist and publication of a brief report on same.

2. The provision of reading area and reader-services to allow for public access to the archival material.

3. Avail of the services of a professional  conservator to undertake conservation work on City Archives and to liase with archivist to ensure the preservation of archival material.

4. Archive copy and make available folklore tapes already collected.

5. Archive and copy collection of slides of buildings. Make copies on CD of existing slides from 1980’s – 1990’s and conserve originals.

6. Run two Archives Courses one on the theme of Archives, Sources and Research the other on Archives, Recording and Conservation.

7. Publish booklet on Galway Civic Records, archives and civic regalia.

8. Develop a music archive for Galway.


	1. Galway City Council, Heritage Council, National Archives etc.

2. Galway City Council Archivist.

3. Galway City Council, National Archives,

        Heritage Council

4. As Above

5. As Above

6. Galway City Council Heritage Office Galway City Museum, Society of Archivists, Local Authority Archivists Group, National Archives and Heritage Council.

7. Galway City Council, N.U.I Galway, National Librarians Heritage Council.

8. Heritage Office Galway City Council, Museum, Galway Bay FM and Heritage Council.


	1. 2006

2. 2008 – 2010

3. 2006 – 2010

4. 2006 – 2010

5. 2006 – 2007

6. 2007 and 2010 respectively

7. 2008 – 2009 

8. Starting 2006
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Cultural Heritage 

Objective: 

To promote an awareness of the diversity of Galway’s Cultural Heritage and Groups.

	Key Actions 
	Lead Agency & Partners 
	Time Frame

	1. Host: Exhibitions, Concerts, Workshops, Seminars, Annual Galway Heritage Conference, Catalogues, Museum Catalogues, Videos and Publications launches at Galway City Museum

2. Foster Heritage Links and exchanges with our Twin Cities/ Sister Cities and participate in joint cultural events. 

3.     Promote use of the Irish language throughout the City Council and the city through bilingual exhibitions and social events, and through signage and placenames.

4.     Aim to have Galway’s Heritage and Oidhreacht na Gaillimhe as well as Galway City Museum Newsletter. Nuacht Litir Museum Cathrach na Gaillimhe fully bilingual by 2006.

5.      Promote study of cultural diversity and have regard to Towards a City of Equals Document. 


	1.     National Museum, Schools, Art Office, Galway City Council, Heritage Council

2.     Galway City Council & Twin Cities, Heritage Council

3.      Irish Language 0fficer Galway City Council and Gaillimh le Gaeilge, Placenames Committee, Heritage Council

4.      Heritage Office and partners as above.

5.      Galway City Council, Galway City Partnership, etc.


	7. 2006 – 2010

8. 2006 – 2010

9. Throughout

10. Gradually and fully bilingual by 2006.

5.     2006 – 2010
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Placenames 

Objective: 

The preservation of field and placenames and the promotion of the use of historically and linguistically accurate and historically accurate names with a view to recording and preserving as many of them as possible.

	Key Actions 
	Lead Agency & Partners 
	Time Frame 

	6. Promote the recording of place and field names and publish a Placenames Atlas of Galway City including a survey of field names and other disappearing names. Record names used by Traveling community.

7. Provide an information leaflet on Placenames for visitors, developers, planners and the general public.  Publication of information booklet by City Council outlining Policy on Placenames.

8. Promote the use and appreciation of historically and linguistically accurate placenames (in Irish and English) which reflect the heritage of the areas named. Promote use of Irish in naming new estates.

9. Establish a small library at City Hall for the use of the Placenames Committee / Cóiste Logainmneacha.


	10. Galway City Council, Heritage Council, Galway city partnership.

11. Galway City Council Placenames Committee, Gaillimh le Gaeilge, CDB, and Heritage Council

12. Galway City Council, Placenames Committee, Gaillimh le Gaeilge, Conradh na Gaeilge, Heritage Council

13. Galway City Council and Gaillimh le Gaeilge Heritage Council
	14. 2007 – 2008 

15. Throughout starting 2006.

16. 2006–2010 Throughout

17. 2006 – 2010 
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Folklore and Folklife 

Objective:

The recording and preservation of Galway’s folklore and aspects of folklife traditions in Galway and the provision of an archive of such in Galway.  The provision of access to copies of Galwegian material held in other institutions which would be publicly available is also an objective. 

	Key Actions 
	Lead Agency & Partners 
	Time Frame 

	1. Promote the recording, preserve and publish / make available a modern folklore / folklife study of Galway City. Initiate modern Folklore Survey of Galway City in conjunction with schools.

2. Host a joint Museums Outreach projects with The Museum of Irish country life, Turlough Park House and local libraries. Exchange of information, exhibition material and general loans.

3. Promote the recording of folklife customs through Heritage Council’s Heritage in Schools Scheme.

4. Establish a series of museum lectures and courses and promote National Museum of Ireland / Heritage Council Standards and Accreditation for museums.

5. Preserve, conserve, archive and publish folklore tapes of Galway interest already collected and provide copies of relevant cultural institution.

6. Initiate Traveller’s folklore project to record folklore, customs and traditions.

7. Host a folklore collecting course for City Council employees and general public.


	1. Galway City Council, Heritage Council Folklore Department NUID and National Archives.

2. Galway City Council, Folklife Division, National Museum of Ireland, Heritage Council

3. Schools, Heritage Council, Galway City Council

4. Schools, Heritage Council, Galway City Council & National Museum of Ireland, Ulster Museum etc.

5. Same partnerships as in action No. 1

6. As in action no. 1 along with Galway Travellers support group, Pavee Point.

7. Heritage Council of Galway City Council folklore Dept. N.U.I.D.


	1. 2006 – 2008

2. 2006 – 2010 

3.  2007 – 2008

4.  2006 – 2008

5.  2006 – 2007

6.  2007 – 2009

7.  2008 
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General Heritage Protection Promotion and Advice

Objective: 

To make available information on Heritage and Heritage Legislation and to allow for access to heritage sites of public interest.

	Key Actions 
	Lead Agency & Partners 
	Time Frame

	1. Promote the recoding, preserve and publish/make available a modern folklore/folklife study of Galway City.  Initiate modern Folklore Survey of Galway City in conjunction with schools.

2. Host a joint Museum outreach projects on material culture with the Museum of Irish Folklife, Turlough Park House and local libraries. Exchange of information, exhibition material and loans.

3. Promote the recording of folklife customs through Heritage Council Heritage in Schools Scheme.

4. Establish a series of lectures and courses and promote National Museum of Ireland/Heritage Council Standards and Accreditation for Museums.

5. Establish a Heritage Grant Scheme for Galway City.

6. Take cognisance of Galway City Habitats Survey results. Establish a database of Galway City fauna through literature search, consultation with state agencies and NGOs and commissioned research where data appear to be lacking.

7. Make results available of the Galway City Habitats Survey and Survey of Galway City Fauna in an easily accessible map format to City Councillors and Planners.

8. Organise Seminars for City Councillors, Planners, other staff and public  to introduce the concepts of habitats, biodiversity, fauna and flora and the use of existing habitats data in the planning process.

9. Establish Annual Heritage Award Scheme for Galway City. 

10.  Promote and help to host multi-cultural heritage events at City Hall, Library and Museum.
	1. Galway  City Council, NUID and NUIG

2. Galway  City Council, Heritage Council, City Development Board

       National Museum

3. Galway  City Council and the Heritage Council

4. Schools, Heritage  Council Galway  City Council & National Museum of Ireland, Ulster Museum etc.

5. Galway  City Council & Heritage Council

6. Galway City Council to employ consultant, NPWS, Western Regional Fisheries, local and national NGOs, Heritage Council

7. Galway City Council and environmental consultant (as above), Heritage Council.

8. Galway City Council and the Heritage Council

9. As above and C.D.B.

10. Heritage Office Museum, Library, Archives and Museum Staff.
	1. 2006-2008

2. 2006-2008.

3. 2006-2008

4. 2005 – 2008

5. 2006

6. 2006 – 2008

7. 2006

8. 2007

9. 2006

10. 2006 - 2010


Heritage Awareness and Education 

Objective: 

The promotion of a general awareness of Galway’s Heritage and its significance and to make the knowledge widely available.

	Key Actions 
	Lead Agency & Partners 
	Time Frame

	1. Publication of leaflets, books and videos on Galway’s Heritage which will include a Summary Heritage Audit and will promote awareness on the breath and range of Galway’s natural, built and cultural heritage. 

2. Further develop Heritage elements of City Council Website.

3. Start an Annual Heritage Award Scheme or prize for Galway City.

4. Participate in Heritage Council’s Heritage in Schools projects.

5. Lecture series on Heritage Topics for Public and City Council Staff and Councillors.

6. Promote through talks and booklets. Knowledge of the town walls and other surviving features.

7. Produce an attractive calendar of Galway City habitats and its fauna and flora – annually.

8. Display membership leaflets and programmes of various NGOs dealing with natural heritage in City Hall and on the City Web site.

9. Update, re-instate and add information boards on the natural heritage of key areas in Galway City (e.g. Silver Strand, Barna Woods, Terryland).

10. Include a substantial section on natural history, flora and fauna in the new Galway City Museum

11. Source EU and National funding to study the fragmentation of national habitats land wildlife corridor and publication of an awareness document on same.
	1. Galway City Council, City Development Board, Heritage Council

2. Galway City Council

3. Galway City Council & Heritage Council

4. Galway City Council & Heritage Council

5. Galway City Council, Heritage Council & Third Level Institutions

6. Galway City Council

       Galway Civic Trust

       Heritage Council

7. Galway City Council, NPWS, Heritage Council

8. Galway City Council, Heritage Council

9. Galway City Council, Graphic Designer, NPWS, Wildlife Artists and Heritage Council

10. Galway City Council, NPWS, NMI, NUI Galway and Heritage Council

11. Galway City Council Natural Environment and Waterways Committee C.D.B. and N.P.W.S.
	1. 2007 – 2010

2. Ongoing

3. 2006 – 2010

4. 2006 – 2010

5. 2006– 2008

6. Throughout 

7. 2007 – 2010

8. 2007 – 2010

9. 2007

10. 2006 – 2010

11. 2008 – 2009
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	12. Provide on website guidelines for developers and public featuring statutory obligations under natural Guilt and Cultural legislation, the aim would be to promote our practice and our appreciation of legislation.

13. Digital maps to be provided to show habitats listed in Galway City Habitats Inventory Report, R.P.S., R.M.P. and Z.A.P. as part of action 12 above. 


	12. Galway City Council, N.P.W.S., N.M.S, Natural Environment and Waterways Group of CDB and IT Section of Galway County Council.

13. As Above
	12. 2006 – 2010

13. 2006 - 2010


-20-

Appendix I

List of Individuals and Groups who have made written and verbal submissions to the Heritage Plan

An Taisce

Bird Watch Ireland, Galway Branch

Brendan Smith, (member of C.D.B.) 
Cáirde na Gaillimhe

Claddagh Residents Association

Jane Dobbin, Galway City Council

Galway Archaeological and Historical Society

Office of Public Works (Cyril McCarthy)

Galway Civic Trust

Heritage Council

Old Galway Society

Galway City Partnership, Elaine Harvey and Nollaig McGuinness

Renmore Residents Association

Dr. Julie Fossitt, Divisional Ecologist, NPWS

Paddy Matthews, Former Planning Officer, The Heritage Council

Ian Doyle, Archaeology Officer, Heritage Council

Alison Harvey, Planning and Development Officer, The Heritage Council

Stephen Rhys Thomas, Former Planning Officer, The Heritage Council

Marianne ten Cate (on behalf of Bird Watch, Galway)

Donal O’Lunaigh, National Library of Ireland

Bríd Ní Chonghaile, Gaillimh Le Gaeilge

Kieran O’Connor, Archeology Department, NUI Galway

National Parks and Wildlife Service

Western Development Commission (Gillian Buckley)
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Appendix II

Heritage Definitions

Section 2 of the Heritage Act, 1995 contains definitions pertaining to various aspects of Heritage.  These are detailed below:

"Archaeological object" means any chattel, whether in a manufactured or partly manufactured, or in an unmanufactured state which, by reason of the archaeological interest attaching thereto, or of its association with any Irish historical event or person has a value substantially greater than its intrinsic (including artistic) value, and the said expression includes ancient human, animal or plant remains;

"Archaeology" means the study of past human societies, either as a whole or of various aspects of them, through the material remains left by those societies and the evidence of their environment, and includes the study of, searching and prospecting for the following:



( a )
archaeological objects,



( b )
monuments,

( c )
buildings, or parts of any buildings, habitually used for ecclesiastical purposes,



( d )
landscapes,



( e )
seascapes,



( f )
wrecks,



( g )
climatological, ecological, geological or pedagogical factors which may be relevant to the understanding of past human societies or the distribution or nature of any of the foregoing;

"Architectural Heritage" includes all structures, buildings, traditional and designed, and groups of buildings including street-scapes and urban vistas, which are of historical, archaeological, artistic, engineering, scientific, social or technical interest, together with their setting, attendant grounds, fixtures, fittings and contents, and, without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, includes railways and related buildings and structures and any place comprising the remains or traces of any such railway, building or structure;

"Fauna" means all wild birds and all wild animals (both aquatic and terrestrial) and includes in particular fish, wild mammals, reptiles, non-aquatic invertebrate animals and amphibians, and all such wild animals' eggs, larvae, pupae or other immature stage and young, but in relation to fish or aquatic invertebrate animals (or their eggs or spawn or other immature stage or brood or young) only includes fish and such aquatic invertebrate animals of a species specified in regulations under section 23 of the Wildlife Act, 1976.
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"Flora" means all plants (both aquatic and terrestrial) which occur in the wild (whether within or outside the State) other than trees, shrubs or plants being grown in the course of agriculture, forestry or horticulture and includes in particular lichens, mosses, liverworts, fungi, algae and vascular plants, namely flowering plants, ferns and fern-allied plants and any community of such plants;

"Geology" means the study of the Planet Earth as a whole or in part, the materials of which it is made, the processes that act and have acted upon these materials and the products and structures formed by such action, the physical and biological history of the planet since its origin including the history of life preserved as fossils in rocks and deposits at the surface or in layers beneath the surface of the earth, stratigraphic succession, caves, fossil content or any other items of scientific interest, and includes geomorphology, lithology and mineralogy;

"Heritage Building" includes any building, or part thereof, which is of significance because of its intrinsic architectural or artistic quality or its setting or because of its association with the commercial, cultural, economic, industrial, military, political, social scientific or religious history of the place where it is situated or of the country or generally, and includes the amenities of any such building;

"Heritage Gardens and Parks" includes areas of natural heritage, and gardens and parks whose plant collections, design, design features, buildings, setting, style or association are of significant scientific, botanical, aesthetic or historical interest or which illustrate some aspect of the development of gardening or of gardens and parks;

"Heritage Objects" means objects over 25 years old which are works of art or of industry (including books, documents and other records, including genealogical records) of cultural importance;

"Inland Waterways" means canals, canalised sections of rivers and lakes, navigation channels in rivers and lakes, and their associated navigational features;

"Landscape" includes areas, sites, vistas and features of significant scenic, archaeological, geological, historical, ecological or other scientific interest;

-23-

"Monument" includes the following, whether above or below the surface of the ground or the water and whether affixed or not affixed to the ground:



( a )
any artificial or partly artificial building, structure or erection or group of such buildings, structures or erections,



( b )
any cave, stone or other natural product, whether or not forming part of the ground, that has been artificially carved, sculptured or worked upon, or which (where it does not form part of the place where it is) appears to have been purposely put or arranged in position,



( c )
Any, or any part of any, prehistoric or ancient




(i)
tomb, grave or burial deposit, or

(ii) ritual, industrial or habitation site, and any place comprising the remains or traces of any such building, structure or erection, any such cave, stone or natural product or any such tomb, grave, burial deposit or ritual, industrial or habitation site, situated on land or in the territorial waters of the State, but does not include any building, or part of any building, that is habitually used for ecclesiastical purposes;

"Seascape" means areas and sites of coastal water including estuaries, bays and lagoons of significant scenic, geological, ecological or other scientific interest;

"Wildlife Habitat" means the ecological environment in which particular organisms and communities thereof thrive;

"Wreck" means a vessel, or part of a vessel, lying wrecked on, in or under the sea bed or, on or in land covered by water, and any objects contained in or on the vessel, and any objects that were formerly contained in or on a vessel and are lying on, in or under the sea bed or on or in land covered by water.


(2) In this Act a reference to a section or schedule is a reference to a section or schedule of this Act, unless there is an indication that a reference to any other enactment is intended.


(3) In this Act a reference to a subsection, paragraph or sub-paragraph is a reference to the subsection, paragraph or subparagraph of the provision in which the reference occurs, unless there is an indication that a reference to some other provision is intended.


(4) In this Act a reference to any enactment shall be construed as a reference to that enactment as amended or adapted by or under any subsequent enactment.
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Appendix III

Other Natural Heritage Definitions
Designated Salmonoid Water Rivers and lakes of vital importance to salmon and trout designated under the EU Freshwater Fish Directive (78/659/EEC).

N.H.A. (Natural Heritage Area) Republic of Ireland areas chosen for the preservation of habitats and species of national and international significance under the Wildlife (Amendment Act 2000).

S.A.C. (Special Area of Conservation) Internationally Significant sites for wildlife species and habitats (apart from avian species) listed in the EU Habitats Directive Annexes (92/42/EEC).

S.P.A. (Special Protection Area) Internationally significant sites designated for protection of bird species and their habitats under Annex I of the EU Birds Directive (79/409/EEC). 

Wildlife Sanctuary Areas designated as sanctuaries in the Republic of Ireland under the Wildlife Act 1976 for the preservation of ducks, geese and waders from hunting and shooting. 
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List of Abbreviations & Definitions

A.C.A. 

Architectural Conservation Areas

Arch. Inv. 

Archaeological Inventory

C.B.D.
 

Convention on Biological Diversity

C.D.B. 

City Development Board

D.oE.H.L.G. 

Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government 

E.P.A. 

Environmental Protection Agency

E.N.F.0. 

Environmental Information Service

E.I.A. 


Environmental Impact Assessment

E.I.S. 


Environmental Impact Statement

F.A.S. 


Foras Áitiúla Saothar

F.L.P. 


Flora Protection Area

G.C.C. 

Galway City Council

G.Co.C 

Galway County Council

G.C.D.B. 

Galway City Development Board

G.I.S.
 

Geographical Information System

G.M.I.T.

Galway Mayo Institute of Technology

Greenway
A  corridor of undeveloped land, as along a river or between urban centres, reserved for recreational use or Environmental Preservation.

G.S.I.


Geographical Survey of Ireland

H.A.M.

Heritage Appraisal Methodology

I.H.A.I.

Industrial Heritage Association of Ireland

I.M.A.


Irish Museums Association

I.P.C.C.

Irish Peatland Preservation Council
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Landscape 

Characterisation
The process of mapping, classifying and describing landscape character and the process of making judgements about landscape character to inform different decisions

N.B.P. 

National Biodiversity Plan (2002)

N.H.A. 

Natural Heritage Area

(p) N.H.A. 

(Proposed) Natural Heritage Area

N.I.A.H. 

National Inventory of Architectural Heritage

M.A.G.N.I

Museums and Art Galleries Northern Ireland

N.M.I. 

National Museum of Ireland

N.M.S. 

National Monuments Service

N.P.W.S.

National Parks and Wildlife Service

O.P.W. 

Office of Public Works

R.M.P.

Record of Monuments and Places

R.P.S.


Record of Protected Structures

S.A.C. 

Special Area of Conservation

S.P.A. 


Special Protection Area

S.P.C. 


Strategic Policy Committee

S.M.R.
 

Sites of Monuments Record

W.R.F.B

Western Regional Fisheries Board

Z.A.P. 

Zone of Archaeological Potential 
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Summary of the Relevant National & E.U. Heritage Legislation, Directives Agreements & Conventions

(a) National Legislation

General & Planning Heritage Act, 1995.

Local Government (Planning & Development Acts) 1963 – 2002.

National Inventory of Architectural Heritage Act, (NAH)(1999).

Monuments & Artefacts

Continental Shelf Act, 1968.

Development Acts (1963 – 2002).

Local Government Planning & Development Acts (1963-2002).

National Cultural Institution Act (1997).

National Inventory of Architectural Heritage Act (NIAH), 1999.

National Monuments Acts (1930 – 1994) (Amendments in 1987 & 1994).

National Monuments Act (Consolidated) Forthcoming (2004).

Built Heritage

National Inventory of Architectural Heritage Act, (1999).

National Monuments Acts, (1930, 1987 & 1994).

Cultural Heritage, Archives, Artefacts & Museums

Local Government Acts (1994 & 2001).

National Cultural Institutions Act (1997) (Section 85 of 2001 Act & Section 65 of 1994 Act relate to Archives).

The Official Language Act, (2003).

National Heritage

Whale Fisheries Act, (1937).

Wildlife Act (1976).

Wildlife (Amendment) Act, (2000).

Heritage Gardens & Parks, Landscapes & Visual Amenities

Local Government Planning & Development Act (1963 to 2000).

Maritime Heritage & Wrecks

Continental Shelf Act (1968).

Cultural Heritage

Official Languages Act (2003).
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(B)  International Legislation 

Agreement on Conservation of Bats in Europe (Berne Convention (1993), (Ratified 1995)

Bern Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats

Bonn Convention on Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (Bonn Convention) 1979 (Ratified 1983)

Bonn Convention Agreement on Conservation of Bats in Europe

Burra Charter (Charter for the Conservation of Places of Cultural Significance

Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife & Natural Habitats (Berne Convention) 1979 (Ratified 1982)

Convention on Biological Diversity (C.B.D.) 1992 (Ratified 1996)

Convention on Climate Change

Convention on trade in Endangered Species (SITES), 1974

EU Birds Directive (Council Directive 79/409/EEC of 1979) (Ratified 1985)

EU Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 1992) (Ratified 1997)

European Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy

European Communities Natural Habitat Regulations 1997

European Landscape Convention (2000) (Ratified 2002)

Granada Convention (European Convention on the Protection of Architectural Heritage of Europe – 1997)

International Tropical Timber Agreement 1994 (Ratified 1996)

International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling 

European Convention on the protection of architectural Heritage in Europe (Granada Convention), 1997

Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance, 1971

SEA Directive (Strategic Environmental Directive)

The Rio Declaration in Environment and Development

Valetta Convention (European Convention on the protection of Archaeological Heritage), 1997

UNESCO Convention for the protection of World Cultural & Natural Heritage (Ratified 1992)

Water Framework Directive (E.U. Council Directive, 2000/60/EC. 2000)
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35

