
Application for a Fire Safety Certificate

NOTES FOR GUIDANCE OF APPLICANT

1. General:

Article 13 of the Building Control Regulations provides that an application for a Fire Safety
Certificate shall be accompanied by such plans (including a site or layout plan and drawings of
floor plans, elevations and sections), calculations, specifications and other particulars as are
necessary to:

(a) identify and describe the building of works to which the application relates, and

(b) show that the said building or works will comply with the requirements of Part B of the
First Schedule to the Building Regulations.

The extent to which plans, calculations and specifications will be required to establish compliance
with Building Regulations will vary in individual cases depending on the type, size and complexity
of the building concerned but the information in Paragraphs 2 and 3 can be used as a guideline.
Where relevant, all the plans and information listed below should be supplied.

2. Plans, Drawings & Maps:

These should be submitted in duplicate and should where appropriate comply with the following:

(a) buildings, roads, boundaries and other features in the vicinity of the building or works shall
be shown on site plans or layout plans, to a scale of either one to one thousand (1:1,000) or
one to two thousand five hundred (1:2500)

(b) a block plan, to a scale of not less than one to five hundred (1:500) should show:

(i) the boundaries of any land belonging to the building,

(ii) any roadways within the boundaries together with their widths,

(iii) locations of gateways or other restrictions to width of vehicular access at or within the
boundaries and indicate the narrowest such width,

(iv) locations of bridges, arches, cables or other overhead restrictions to height of
vehicular access and indicate the lowest such height,

(v) all access points to the building,

(vi) location and diameter of any watermain or hydrant adjacent to or within the
boundaries,

(vii) storage compounds and materials being stored,

(viii) location and diameter of internal rising fire water mains and foam inlet pipes,

(ix) location and type of isolation devices for active control systems



(c) A plan of each floor and section of each storey, floor and roof of the building together with
drawings of each elevation should show:

(i) principal dimensions expressed in metric figures,

(ii) forms and materials of construction,

(iii) periods of fire resistance of elements of structure and fire resisting doors,

(iv) intended use and floor area of each room or space,

(v) maximum number of persons likely to occupy each floor or space,

(vi) fire escape routes within and form the building, their minimum widths and clear
heights,

(vii) fire compartmentation,

(viii) barriers to passage of fire and smoke in cavities,

(ix) principal service ducts,

(x) areas of high fire risk,

(xi) location and type of manual fire fighting equipment,

(xii) fire fighting shafts,

(xiii) smoke ventilation provisions,

(xiv) internal fire main outlets.

(d) The north point should be indicated on all plans to which paragraph (a) and (b) apply.

(e) Plans, sections, elevations or other drawings to which paragraph (c) applies should be drawn
to an appropriate scale.



3. Calculations & Specifications:

(a) Calculations should be submitted, where appropriate, in respect of the following:

(i) fire resistance of elements of structure

(ii) size of fire compartments

(iii) number of occupants

(iv) number and width of escape routes

(v) smoke control provisions

(vi) permitted unprotected area in external walls

(vii) fire fighting water supply

(b) Specifications and details of Standard and Technical Documents, by reference to which fire
safety features were designed and should be submitted, where appropriate, in respect of the
following:

(i) fire detection and alarms systems

(ii) emergency lighting systems

(iii) surface linings

(iv) smoke control provisions

(v) fire resisting constructions

(vi) cavity barriers and fire stopping

(vii) electrical installations

(viii) heating systems

(ix) manual fire fighting equipment

(x) automatic fire suppression systems



FEES APPLICABLE FROM 1ST JULY, 1998

Application for a Fire Safety Certificate
In respect of

(a) works in connection with the construction
or extension or a building.

(b) works in connection with –

(i) the material alteration of the interior
of a building

(ii) the material alteration of the external
surfaces of a building.

(iii) A combination or (i) and (ii) above

(c) a building in which a material change of use
takes place

(d) works or a building, where the building
concerned will be used as an agricultural
building.

Appeal

Copy of a document specified in
 Article 23(3)(a) or (c)

€125, or €2.90 for each square metre of floor area
being provided, whichever is the greater.

€125, or €2.90 for each square metre of relevant
floor area, whichever is the greater

€125

€125 or €2.90  for each square metre of relevant
floor area, whichever is the greater

€125, or €2.90 for each square metre of relevant
floor area, whichever is the greater

€65 or 80c for each square metre in excess of 300
square metres of –

(i) gross floor area being provided
or

(ii) relevant floor area,

as the case may be, whichever is the greater

€250

€12
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