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Principle

Principle

Principle Principle

To promote and encourage
sustainable transport, and in
particular to make it convenient
and attractive to walk, cycle or use
public transport.

To improve accessibility and
permeability to, and within the city
centre for pedestrians, cyclists and

public transport users, while also
maintaining an appropriate level
of access for vehicular traffic for
commercial and retail purposes.

To maximise the safety and security
of pedestrians, cyclists and other
transport users, particularly within

the core city centre.

Galway Transport Strategy

To manage and increase transport

capacity, where necessary, for the

efficient movement of people and
goods into and within the city.

To provide opportunities to enhance
the city centre Public Realm through
traffic management and transport
interventions.

Principle
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To maintain and develop transport
infrastructure and services to a high
degree of quality and resilience.

Principle

To adopt a ‘smarter technology’
approach to all transport
interventions, whereby transport
infrastructure and services are
future-proofed.
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Travel Demand

Galway Transport Strategy

Analysing Travel Demand in
Galway

This diagram shows the current typical
movements between travel zones in Galway
City and environs. It illustrates the ‘desire

lines’ of motorised car, van and bus transport,
(i.e. the most direct line between the origins
and destinations of journeys, regardless of
road layout or bus routes). The thicker lines
represent a greater number of journeys. This
demonstrates schematically the journeys which
people want to make, and clearly shows the
dispersed nature of journeys in Galway, with
numerous origins and destinations lying outside
the city boundary, and many narrower lines
showing lower demand crossing the city in
various directions.
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23%

of City population travel on foot

5%

of City population travel by bicycle

8%

of City population travel by Bus/
Coach

<1%

of City population travel by Train

60%

of City population are driving in a car/
van

Source
This data is from Census 20711

Origin/Destination

As part of the 2011 Census, travel information was processed

for work, school and college trips (POWSCAR) in small zones
nationwide. This was used to identify the major origins and
destinations of journeys. Just over 45,000 total trips were recorded
within POWSCAR for Galway City and its immediate environs.

The origin and destination zones with the highest trip volumes,
iIncluding internal trips within that zone, are as follows:

Origins: Destinations:

e Knocknacarra South e NUIG

¢ Terryland e City Centre

e Doughiska e Ballybrit/Parkmore
e Knocknacarra North e Salthill

e Ballybane e Mervue

e Oranmore o GMIT

Current Challenges

The existing transport network is experiencing difficulties meeting
current transport demands, with delays and congestion becoming
Increasingly prevalent, particularly for vehicular traffic and public
transport. As the economy continues to grow, and the role of
Galway City as a regional gateway develops, it is critical that the
transport network can evolve to meet future travel demand. The
key challenges to be addressed by the GTS include:

e Transforming Galway City Centre from an area of congestion and
high volumes of traffic to a destination of choice for residents,
workers and visitors;

¢ Reducing reliance on travel by private car;

¢ Delivering a public transport network that offers journey time
reliability and frequencies sufficient for an attractive service which
meets demand;

¢ Providing complementary facilities such as Park & Ride for the
benefit of people accessing the city from the surrounding rural
areas;

¢ Facilitating city-bound, cross-city, cross-county and strategic
east-west travel on the National and Regional road network
without impacting on the functionality of the city;

¢ Improving accessibility to and through residential areas for
sustainable travel modes to increase the appeal of alternatives to
the private car;

¢ Providing connectivity by walking, cycling and public transport to
major employment and educational facilities;

e Minimising non-essential traffic flow through the city centre;

e Minimising the impact of traffic congestion on Galway City Centre
to allow the city to grow in a sustainable manner; and

e Achieving efficiency and resilience on Galway'’s transport network
across all modes.
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Strategy Development

Transport Strategy Development Process Appraisal Criteria

Key Challenges facing the transport network Assessment Criteria Key Performance Indicators

Ensure value for money in the implementation of proposals Utilisation of existing infrastructure and extent of new infrastructure requirements

Transport Strategy Principles/Objectives Support Galway City’s function as a regional centre for employment, Peak hour journey times by mode

_ . . education, retail, leisure and tourism by providing access for all Capacity versus demand
Local & National Policy, Plans & Studies through an efficient and reliable transport network Congestion

Consider safety implication of all interventions

Strategic Aims Per Mode Develop a safer city centre for all transport modes and users Traffic management measures

Exploit transport’s role in facilitating a healthier lifestyle Measures which support walking and cycling

: : o , Provide opportunities for better integration between transport Red i | . "
Evaluate against Appraisal Criteria Transport Strategy Options and urban form educe traffic volumes in sensitive areas

Minimise harmful transport emissions Transport emissions

. . . . Support integration between sustainable transport and land-use Compatibility of transport measures with local, regional and national spatial planning and
Consideration of Alternative Measures Design Development of Transport Measures planning and policies transport policy

Park & Ride facilities

FIOUe Al (eEniEl Ll el LR el Public transport interchange opportunities

Improve multi-modal accessibility within residential, employment . . . .
The draft Galway Transport Strategy, including Transport Strategy (Package of Measures) o ng retail centres ty b0y Accessibility by walking and cycling, public transport, car and HGV

consideration of alternatives, has been

appraised using the recently completed NTA
Western Regional Model. Provide a socially-inclusive transport network Coverage and quality of service of public transport network

Public Transport Mode: Public Transport Routes: Is an orbital road necessary with
Light Rail or Bus? Orbital or City Centre? improvements to other modes?
Future passenger use of high frequency public transport has There is a strong demand for movements into the city centre and east- Increasing travel by sustainable modes in Galway requires
been modelled along the busiest corridors in Galway. The west movements across the city. The model has been used to quantify improvements to the public transport, pedestrian and cycling jﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂfﬁﬁfﬁ,ﬁx@rks et
model forecasts a maximum demand of 1100 passengers the potential impact of orbital bus services via Quincentenary Bridge networks, and a targeted reallocation of road space from
per hour per direction. This equates to over 80% occupancy Versus cross-city bus services travelling via the city centre. Hourly general traffic to these modes. Galway’s road network is roreased delay on e SO g)ublic transport and cycle/
of a bus service, or less than 25% occupancy of a light rail boardings for an orbital service are approximately 50% of the hourly currently over capacity, resulting in unreliable journey times for R .
service. It can be boardings for the equivalent service travelling via the city centre. all traffic. Reduced delay on transport network with public transport
determined therefore and cycle/walk improvements, with N6 Ring Road E
that light rail would Multiple services through the city Providing bus priority through the city centre would :
provide capacity far centre also provides more frequent increase public transport usage in the city, but also increase
exceeding demand. buses along the central section, congestion on the river crossings. Traffic congestion issues At Salmon Weir Bridge, it is

which will attract high passenger will remain without accompanying road network interventions. oroposed to remove through-

use due to low Waltlﬂg times. This HOWGVGI’, these interventions should not be in conflict with traffic to allow use predominanﬂy

also provides passengers with the enhanced sustainable transport network; they should by buses and cyclists, with a

Galway Transport Strategy

opportunities to transfer between
services to reach a wider range of
destinations. An orbital bus service
would carry only those passengers
with final destinations close to the
route.

focus on supporting trips that cannot be facilitated by
sustainable modes. A comparison of travel times for all users
with scenarios of sustainable mode improvements with and
without a new orbital traffic route shows that reducing travel
congestion requires improvements to sustainable networks
and the provision of a new orbital route.

A new road link to the north of the city is therefore proposed as
part of this strategy to deliver necessary capacity and support
the delivery of sustainable transport measures.

new pedestrian bridge alongside.
Modelling forecasts indicate that
the number of people crossing
Salmon Weir Bridge in the peak
hour remains almost unchanged
with the bridge closed to private
traffic, i.e. the introduction of bus
priority represents a change to
the mode of travel rather than the
volume crossing.

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
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Galway City Centre Access Network

The road network in Galway caters for a wide variety of
journeys by different modes. Without intervention, congestion
will worsen as the city grows. The resilience of the road-
based transport network is essential to support Galway’s
development. The GTS sets out measures to address
current and future congestion, including traffic management
to prioritise walking, cycling and bus movement, new and
Improved road links, and management of parking and heavy
goods vehicle movements.

A ‘City Centre Access Network’ is proposed to permit traffic
to access the city centre at the most appropriate entry point
for its ultimate destination, facilitating access to car parks and
reducing cross-city traffic along specified corridors. In order
to circulate within the city centre, cars will use the orbital River
Corrib crossings on the City Centre Access Network.

Traffic will travel in both directions on Lough Atalia Road, use
the current one-way system around Dock Road and Merchants
Road, and travel in both directions across Wolfe Tone Bridge
and along Fr Griffin Road. The City Centre Access Network
includes the Crescent and Newcastle Road on the west, which
connects to the N6 Quincentenary Bridge and onwards to
Sean Mulvoy Road for a two-way connection around the city.

Junction numbers

+ City Centre Access Network Q ;:ait'_’
ation

Inner City Access Route

Bus
Station

Bus Interchange

Bus Priority / Bus Only Route (with
local delivery/access at specified times)
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Lough Atalia Road/Fairgreen Road
Lough Atalia Road/Dock Road
Dock Road/Queen Street

Father Griffin Road/Flood Street
Father Griffin Road/Claddagh Quay
Father Griffin Road/The Crescent
The Crescent/St. Mary’s Road
Shantalla Road/Newcastle Road
Newcastle Road/University Road
Newcastle Road/Old Seamus Quirke Road
Newcastle Road/N6
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Bohermore/Tuam Road/Seamus Mulvoy Road
Moneenageisha Rd/Old Dublin Rd/College Rd/
Wellpark Rd

College Road/Lough Atalia Road

Headford Road/Bothar Na mBan

Bothar Na mBan/Prospect Hill/Bohermore
Prospect Hill/Bohermore/Bdthar Ui Eithir
Bothar Ui Eithir/Forster Street/Fairgreen Road

N6 Galway City Ring Road
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The wider road network is crucial to the operation of the city

and surrounding region. Due to the rural nature of the immediate
surroundings of the city, and given the wide trip distribution, it will
not be possible to provide sufficient public transport alternatives
to fully address the transport demand. Even with the anticipated
increased uptake in walking, cycling and public transport use,
the regional and national road network is likely to suffer an
increasing degree of congestion. In the peripheral areas travel by
private car will therefore remain part of the transport system.

City Centre Access Network

Upgrades of junctions along the N6 have and will continue to
improve the performance of this road, but scope for additional
capacity is limited by the numlber and nature of the river
crossings. In order to enhance Galway'’s function as a regional
city and to permit continued growth, an additional river crossing
Is required. The N6 Galway City Ring Road project has identified
the most suitable corridor for an orbital road scheme for Galway.

Inside the City Centre Access Network, the core city
centre area will see road space reallocated to prioritise
public transport and active modes, particularly along the
Cross-City Link corridor. This will facilitate public realm
Improvements but requires changes in movements for
private cars so that they no longer have priority through the
city area, although it remains accessible.

A two-way Inner City Access Route along Bothar na mBan,
Bothar Bhreandain Ui hEithir and Fairgreen Road will
provide an additional inner link from the Headford Road to
Lough Atalia Road.

Straiteis lompair na Gaillimhe Galway Transport Strategy
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Cross-City Link Concept

Bus Priority from University
@ Road, through Eyre
Square, to Moneenageisha

F==Y City Centre Access Improved Pedestrian/Cycle
Network

Environment in City Centre )

0

The GTS aims to increase priority of walking, cycling and

public transport over private cars in the city centre, and remove
motorised traffic whose destination lies outside the city centre. This
will be achieved using a combination of vehicular routes around the
city, and prioritisation of sustainable modes within the city centre
area via the proposed ‘Cross-City Link’ corridor, which will create a
coherent public space that is attractive with a sense of continuity,
identity and perception of a safe environment for all users.

The Cross-City Link, which includes University Road, Salmon Weir
Bridge, St Francis Street, Eglinton Street, Eyre Square, Victoria
Place, Forster Street and College Road, will be restricted to use
by public transport vehicles, pedestrians, cyclists, and, in some
areas, local residential motorised access. This forms a central
route for public transport, cyclists and pedestrians accessing key
areas such as University Hospital Galway, NUIG, the retail and
recreational centre of the city and public transport hubs at the
train and bus stations. Public realm improvements are proposed
along the Cross-City Link to provide an enhanced environment
for cycling and walking, and overall this will create more pleasant
surroundings for journeys to and through the city centre.

These interventions will shape an improved environment creating
safer, healthier and more welcoming places that promote
sustainable methods of transportation. The images to the right
show conceptual representations of the urban character at
Galway Courthouse in the vicinity of Salmon Weir Bridge, and on
the northern and eastern sides of Eyre Square, as a result of the
Cross-City Link.

‘ . Straiteis lompair na Gaillimhe Galway Transport Strategy

Car park access facilitated

Urban Realm Proposals

The Cross-City Link concept - Galway Courthouse & environs Core City Centre Area concept - Eyre Square North

The Cross-City Link

A connected city region driven by
smarter mobility.

The Cross-City Link - Eyre Square South
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Public transport provision is a key aspect of the GTS. Public transport
iIn Galway currently has a low mode share of under 10%. A change

In the provision and usage of public transport is needed, and an
essential component of the GTS is to provide an efficient, reliable

and attractive public transport service which can cater for a high
proportion of trips to and within the city and environs. This requires
journey-time reliability and journey speeds sufficient to make the
service competitive with the private car.

At present, public transport in the city comprises buses and taxis,
with regional connections by coach and rail. Proposals to upgrade
these services have been assessed as part of the strategy.

A cross-city public transport network was developed to link residential
origins to key destination locations across the city, using the existing
bus routes as a starting point. Routes were modified to better reflect
the most recent origin-destination combinations, and all routes were
designed to allow for cross-city interchange, particularly at stops
within the core city centre area.

Service Frequency

It is critical that the new network is serviced by frequent and reliable
bus services. The current bus provision in Galway has relatively
poor frequency of services across the network, with only one route
operating more than 4 buses per hour per direction in the peak hour.

To ensure a fast, convenient and reliable service, all routes will operate
at a minimum 15-minute frequency during the peak period. The GTS
also seeks a high bus frequency throughout the day to ensure that
the bus is a viable alternative for trip purposes other than peak hour
commuting.

Cross-City Bus Network Catchment

A high-quality, high-frequency bus service was identified as the most
appropriate form of public transport provision for Galway City and its
environs.

The bus network will comprise five cross-city routes which serve the
major trip attractors of the City Centre, NUIG, and the hospitals, as
well as linking all major destinations across the city. Sections of the
network which lie on key travel corridors are the primary focus for
priority measures such as bus lanes, traffic management measures,
and the removal of pinch points and delays. Across the entire
network, it is proposed to upgrade the bus fleet, stops and shelters,
iIntroduce a simplified ticketing and payment system and improve
access to the network on foot.

All services will operate cross-city, providing direct services for
passengers wishing to travel to work on either side of the city. East-
west connectivity will include Bearna and Oranmore. By pairing cross-
city routes, the number of services was reduced from 11 to five,
making the network more legible for residents and visitors alike.

Network Catchment

An analysis of the population and employment areas quantified the
number of residential and commercial properties within a 10-minute
walking catchment of the proposed bus network using the existing
pedestrian network. The proposed cross-city network will provide a
much higher level of accessibility to a high frequency bus service, with
over 70% coverage of both residential and commercial properties,
compared to the current figures of 43% of residential properties and
54% of commercial premises.

The attractiveness and convenience of public transport can be
improved by providing opportunities for transfer between services,
which can significantly increase the number of destinations served
and thus the journey options for travellers. Several interchange
opportunities are provided through the city centre by the GTS, which
makes each service available to a wider catchment than its individual
route.

10-minute walking catchment of existing and proposed high frequency bus networks

Straiteis lompair na Gaillimhe Galway Transport Strategy
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The proposed routes are:

Green Route

Knocknacarra — City Centre — Parkmore
Industrial Estate (via Seamus Qurike Road and
Dublin Road);

Red Route

Knocknacarra — City Centre — Parkmore
Industrial Estate (via Salthill and Ballybrit
Industrial Estate);

Blue Route
Clybaun Road — City Centre — Castlegar (via Dr.
Mannix Road and Tirrellan);

Yellow Route

Dangan — City Centre — Parkmore Industrial
Estate (via Westside Shopping Centre and
Castlepark); and

Brown Route
Bearna — City Centre — Oranmore (via Seamus
Quirke Road and Deerpark Industrial Estate)

City Centre
Interchange

=E®  Possible Park &
Q Ride Locations
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Cycle Network

Galway is well suited to cycling as a means of transport due to
its relatively flat topography and a compact city centre, but the
existing cycling facilities are limited and discontinuous. The cycle
network proposed in the GTS will provide high quality dedicated
cycling facilities and improve priority for cyclists, encouraging
cycling both for commuting and as a leisure activity in the city
and surrounding areas.

The cycle network has been formed on the basis of three levels:
Primary, Secondary and Feeder, in addition to the proposed
Greenways to and through the city.

Where possible, the proposed routes are fully segregated,

with cyclists physically separated from motorised traffic. This

s particularly the case for the Greenways and the Primary
network. In other cases, the network includes on-road cycle
lanes and/or wide bus lanes to cater for both buses and cyclists
along the same route. The combination of facilities reinforces
connections to provide a safe and comfortable environment for
cyclists in the city and surrounding areas.

In addition to this, proposed traffic management measures
including the Cross-City Link will improve the city centre
environment and areas further afield for cyclists.

Bike Share Scheme

The Coca-Cola Zero Bike Share Scheme was launched in
Galway in 2014. There are currently 15 stations in Galway City
where bicycles can be borrowed and returned, with further
stations planned.

Bicycle Parking

Bicycle parking will be provided and/or upgraded near bus stops
and key destinations including the city centre, the rail and bus
stations, schools and colleges, the hospitals, shopping areas,
other large workplaces, and in the regional towns.

‘ ‘ Straiteis lompair na Gaillimhe Galway Transport Strategy
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Pedestrian Network

As a city of learning with a compact, walkable city centre,
Galway enjoys a high walking mode share of approximately
23%, providing a strong foundation for a sustainable walking
culture. The city has many assets in terms of pedestrian routes,
including the area from William Street through Shop Street, High
Street and Quay Street, the canal walkways and the promenade
at Salthill.

While most of the pedestrian network is of reasonably good
quality, it is limited in some locations with sub-standard
footpaths, lack of crossing facilities and greater priority given
to other modes. The limited number of crossings of the River
Corrib also presents a barrier to walking, in particular due to
poor quality facilities and heavy motorised traffic flow on the
bridges.

The Cross-City Link initiative will reinforce the pedestrian at
the top of the hierarchy of modes and underpin the planned
transformation of the city centre. Outside of the city centre,
emphasis will be given to increasing permeability within
suburban residential areas, improving and updating pedestrian
networks, increasing pedestrian safety and maximising
pedestrian accessibility to the public transport network.

The GTS will focus on improving and prioritising the pedestrian
and road network to encourage and accommodate movement
between places and to cater for mobility impaired persons. This
will include:

e Revision of junction layouts to provide dedicated pedestrian
Crossings, reduce pedestrian crossing distances, provide more
direct pedestrian routes and reduce turning traffic speeds;

e Creation of permeable pedestrian environments in residential
areas, amenable to walking, and maximising accessibility to
the proposed bus network;

e |nvestigation of the introduction of lower speed limits in the
core city centre area and on residential streets in conjunction
with An Garda Siochana;

e Cooperation with An Garda Siochana in the enforcement of
laws in relation to parking on footpaths; and

e Removal of unnecessary street clutter to facilitate ease of
movement.

Permeability and Wayfinding

Permeabillity is a key constraint for cyclists and pedestrians

in Galway. Links between residential areas and workplaces

alike will be continuously improved for use by active modes

by providing more direct routes. In addition, a route signage
programme is proposed to aid wayfinding in parallel to the cycle
network and pedestrian improvements. Galway has significant
potential to enhance and build on the existing pedestrian
environment for the city’s residential and commercial community,
shoppers and the significant number of tourists who visit the city
all year round.

ARUP



Smarter Mobility

e Changes how cities function using intelligent transport
services (ITS)
Galway’s Urban Transport Management Centre (UTMCQC),
Parking Guidance System (PGS), Variable Message Signs
(VMS), CCTV and fault monitoring system
Leap card expansion, provision of Real-Time Passenger
Information at bus stops, and the city Bike Share Scheme
Provides additional network capacity, optimises
performance, manages demand, and delivers overall
efficiency and cost savings

Land-Use and Transport
Integration

Creates sustainable city living of neighbourhoods close to
employment, shops, community and educational facilities
Reduces travel demand, car dependency, congestion and
greenhouse gas emissions

Enhances health and wellbeing, with greater investment in

public transport, walking and cycling and the public realm.

Goals include:
- Reducing the need to travel

Reducing the distance travelled
Reducing the time taken to travel
Promoting walking and cycling
Promoting public transport use

Park & Ride

e Park & Ride sites on multiple approaches to the city will
provide alternatives to the private car for those accessing
the city from the wider region

Integrating Park & Ride sites with the proposed high-
frequency bus services will maximise financial viability and
offer a wider range of destinations with interchange points
between routes.

Straiteis lompair na Gaillimhe Galway Transport Strategy

A connected
city region
driven by smarter
mobility.

Heavy Goods Vehicle
Management

Central area of Galway is unsuitable for heavy goods traffic,
and should be restricted to vehicles of a suitable size with
destinations (or origins) in the city centre

Routing and timing of deliveries to the city centre must be
managed

Articulated vehicles will be restricted to accessing and
egressing Galway Harbour via Lough Atalia Road

Parking

Currently over 4,000 off-street parking spaces within the city
centre, and a further 700-800 on-street spaces, with parking
available for as little as €4 per day.

Reducing private car use in the city centre reduces the need
for parking spaces.

Availability of on-street parking will be reduced and access
routes to off-street parking facilities managed to minimise
car circulation within the city centre

Parking pricing structure needs to set city centre parking
costs such that public transport offers a realistic alternative
to car travel from a financial standpoint

Travel to Education

School trips by car contribute to local congestion and
impact on travel times by all modes

Trips to drop off children often form part of a different trip,
usually a journey to work, which presents a challenge to
developing solutions to school travel for all journeys.
Improvements to school transport arrangements across the
study area include:

- Upgrades to bus, cycle and walking networks to enable
students to use non-car modes, especially as bus and
cycle networks run close to educational centres;

Behavioural change programmes which encourage
students and schoolchildren to travel to school by
modes other than the private car;

Promotion of school travel plans and participation in the
Green Schools Travel initiative; and

Mobility management plans for student travel at
second level and third level and targeted promotion of
alternatives to the private car to better inform students
of their travel options.

Tourist Coach Parking
VELWELEIgE )

Visitor coaches will need suitable drop-off/pick-up locations
in the city centre, with layover spaces in managed locations
outside the city centre.

Routing for coaches should make use of priority bus lanes

where appropriate.




Implementation and Outcomes

Environmental Assessment

A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) has been carried
out as part of the preparation of the Draft Galway Transport
Strategy.

The objective of the SEA is ‘to provide for a high level of
protection of the environment and to contribute to the integration
of environmental considerations into the preparation and
adoption of plans and programmes with a view to promoting
sustainable development...’ (Article 1 SEA Directive).

The provisions of the strategy have been evaluated for potential
significant effects, and any measures arising from the SEA wiill
pe integrated into the final strategy in order to ensure that any
potential adverse effects are mitigated.

The Environmental Report for the SEA presents a full description

of the relevant aspects of the environmental baseline data for the
study area under the following headings and reflects the strategic
nature of the GTS:

Biodiversity, flora and fauna
Population

Human health

Soils and geology

Water

Alir quality

Climatic factors

Material Assets

Architectural, Archaeological and Cultural Heritage
Landscape

Inter-relationships between the above

In identifying the likely significant effects of the GTS on the
environment, the SEA addresses positive and negative effects;
direct and indirect effects; temporary and permanent effects;
short, medium and long-term effects; as well as cumulative and
synergistic effects.

An Appropriate Assessment (AA) of the strategy was also
undertaken as part of the preparation of the Draft GTS. The
purpose of the AA is to provide a focused and detailed impact
assessment of the implications of the strategy, alone and in
combination with other strategic actions and projects, on the
integrity of Natura 2000 sites in view of their conservation
objectives.

The Natura Impact Statement for the AA presents a full
description of appropriate assessment and potential impacts on
site integrity.

The Draft GTS has also been subjected to a Strategic Flood Risk
Assessment (SFRA), which addresses the issues of assessment
and management of flood risk in plans and land-use plans.

The findings of the AA and the SFRA have informed the SEA and
any necessary measures arising from the recommendations of
the AA and SFRA have been incorporated into the draft strategy
INn order to ensure that potential adverse effects are mitigated.

Galway Transport Strategy

Implementation

The GTS is intended to frame transport developments
in Galway City and environs over the next 20 years.
The implementation of the strategy and delivery of
the specific proposals will be through a series of
shorter term implementation plans which will be
agreed between the Councils and funding agencies,
in particular the NTA. These will ensure that the GTS
can be delivered in a timely and efficient manner. It is
anticipated that the annual service plans of the City
and County Councils will reflect the contents of the
Implementation Plans.

Provision will be made for periodic
reviews of the strategy to take

account of emerging trends and new
development opportunities, or to reflect
the changing requirements of the
evolving Galway transport network.

From a strategic planning perspective,
it is anticipated that the GTS will be
Implemented over three broad time
bands: Short, Medium and Long Term.

Outcomes

The proposals set out in the GTS will provide long-term
transport, tourism, commercial/ retail and public realm
benefits for Galway city and its environs:

Future Proofing

Improved
the City Efficiency

Future Proofing the City: to
ensure Galway can continue to
grow as an economic and cultural

centre in the West, the strategy
frames the future transport needs
of the city and its environs in
terms of public transport, walking,
cycling and strategic road
provision.

Optimising the use of limited city
centre road space, allowing more
people to access more parts of
the city more easily.

Radial Bus Priority Measures
Core Bus Network

Core Cycle Network
Walking Network

Park & Ride (Phased)

Local Road Schemes & Junction Upgrades

City Centre Traffic Management/Cross-City Link

Supporting Measures

City Demand Management Measures

N6 Galway City Ring Road

Improved

Environment,

Urban Realm and
Ambience

Enhancing the streetscape of the
city centre, reducing noise and
air pollution and providing space
where people can walk, shop,
socialise and appreciate their

surroundings.

Indicative Phasing of Implementation of Galway Transport Strategy

Short - Term

Tourism,
Commercial and
Retail Benefits

Improving the overall commercial
and tourist environment of
Galway, with additional transport
capacity for shoppers and visitors
accessing the city centre and

key tourist locations such as
Salthill Promenade and Galway
Racecourse.

Medium - Term Long - Term

Facilitating
New Transport
Infrastructure

Walking and Cycling:
ensuring that a network of
Cross-City Link to increase cycle and walking routes is
access to the heart of the developed across the city
city; and environs to link key
destinations with residential
areas;

Public Transport:
particularly developing the

Road Network: providing improved access and movement
across and within Galway City and environs, and facilitating
the development of a strategic relief road which will meet the
long term road capacity requirements of the city, as well as

improved accessibility to the west of County Galway.
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