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Galway City Council are pleased to share our culture programme for Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the European Union, Cultúr 2026: Sharing Ireland’s Culture. 
Galway City Council will present new exhibitions, concerts, talks and public programmes to ensure that Irish citizens can participate in this occasion and reflect on Ireland’s role in the EU. These events have been funded as part of the Culture Programme for Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the European Union 2026.
As we add to our programme, we will update the list of events below:

	Date
	Title
	Description
	Location

	1 July – 31st December
	European Object of the Month
	Each month, from July to December 2026, Galway City Museum will showcase publicly a different object from its collection that connects to the histories and cultures of mainland Europe. Objects range from a Dominican chasuble with Spanish block printing to medals from the First World War, demonstrating Galway’s enduring links to the continent
	Galway City Museum

	18th September 
	Around the EU in Song
	As part of Culture Night, Helen Hancock and Ramin Haghjoo celebrate the EU in delightful song, opera and operetta at Galway Museum.  A programme of arias and art songs on themes of mythical creatures, travel, death/memory and love will be explored in music from Austria, Germany, Czechia, France, Italy, Ireland and Hungary.
 
	Galway City Museum

	29th September
	UNESCO Cities of Film – Subnetwork Meeting
	As part of the UNSECO City of Film Subnetwork meeting Galway will host delegates from Bulgaria, Poland, Spain, France, Germany, Romania as well as other countries. They will be invited for a celebration of Ireland through the mediums of poetry, music, dance and film.
	St. Nicholas’s Church







	Date
	Title
	Description
	Location

	October – December 
	The Tribes in Hungary: Walter Lynch and Ferenc Martyn

	This exhibition shares the stories of two remarkable men, Bishop Walter Lynch and Ferenc Martyn, ancestors of ‘the Tribes of Galway’ who had a lasting cultural impact in Hungary, centuries apart. Through the story of the ‘Irish Madonna’ of Győr and the Irish influences in Martyn’s artworks, visitors will learn about the long-standing cultural connections to Hungary. In partnership with Diocesan Library and Treasury of Győr.
	Galway City Museum

	5th October 
	ECON Culture Programme 
	As part of the ECON External Meeting and Conference Galway City will host a culture evening welcoming members from across Europe, this event will include traditional Irish Music, a curated photo exhibition and traditional Irish dance as a showcase of Irish heritage and traditions.
	Mick Lally Theatre 

	November / December (TBC)
	EU Presidency Closing Event
	To close the EU Presidency 2026, Galway City will host a closing event celebrating music, culture and community from across the EU. 
	Location TBC
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