
 Minutes  of  Galway  City  Counci l  Plenary  Meeting
he ld  on  Monday  7  September  2026  at  12.00p.m.  i n  the  Council  Chamber,

City  Hal l,  Galway  City  Counci l  and  onl ine  via  MS  Teams.
Presid ing :  Mayo r  H.  Ogbu

Elected Members
Present:

Counci l lo rs : A. Cheevers , M.J . Crowe , A. Cu rran, J . Forde ,
C. H igg ins , E . Hoare, P. Keane , D. Lyons , J. McDonagh,
D . McDonnel l , N. McNe l is , T. O ’F lahe rty, E. Seo ig hthe .

Elected Members
Online :

Counci l lo rs : A. Burke, M. Cubbard, F. Fahy, S . Forde .

Executive Present: Ch ief Execut ive : L . C leary, D irector of Services : P. Ph i lb in,
H. Ki l roy, P. Greene , Acting D irector of Service: E .
Fann ing, M. Cormican, Senio r P la n ne r: ' E. Lynch, Sen ior
Executive P lanner : P. Sta unton, Meeti ngs Admin istrator:
A. Rohan, Adm i n istrative Officer: M . Duddy,
C le rical Officer: C . Cormican .

The Meeting Admin istrator commenced with a statement of intent to conduct the
business of the meeting in l ine w ith Stand ing Orders followed by a moment of si lent
reflection. The Meeti ngs Admin istrator gave a presentation regard ing the Eth ics
Framework and Code of Conduct and Regulation of Lobbying . The extracts be low
were also noted by Council lors :

Extract from Code of Conduct for Council lo rs under the Local Government Act
2001: Key decis ions o n p lann i ng matte rs such as the making of deve lopment plans
are vested in the e lected counci l as representatives of the loca l commun ity act i ng in
the interests of the common good and the p roper p lanni ng and susta i nable
development of the a rea . The planning system is a very open one al lowing for i nput
by all parties . I t is a l l the more impo rta nt therefore that consideration of planning
matter by Counci l lo rs is ca rried out in a transparent fash ion ; fo llows due process ; and
is based on what is re levant wh i le ig nori ng that wh ich is i rre levant with in the
requ irements of the statutory plann ing framework . The same app l ies as regards input
by indiv id ua l Counci l lors in re lation to p lann ing app l icati ons , decis ions on which vest
in the executive . Extra ca re must therefo re be observed in dea l i ng with p lanning
matters and i n this context the prov is ion of th is Code particu larly as regards confl ict of
persona l and pub l ic i nterest are very relevant.

Extract from Regulation of Lobbying; Guidelines on lobby ing in relation to
development and zoning of land from the Standards in Publ ic Office
Commiss ion: When communicati ng with publ ic officia ls or representatives regard i ng
the zoning or deve lopment of land, ind ividuals and groups who may not o rd i n a ri ly
regard themselves as carrying on lobbying activit ies , may fi nd th at the Act a lso appl ies
to them. These gu idel ines deal specifica l ly with lobbying i n re lation to zon ing and
development . When drawing up deve lo pment p lans or local a rea plans , loca l
authorities engage in a forma l consu ltation process. Th is means that the publ ic may
make a submiss io n to the local authority setting out the i r views on the p roposed
plan . Making views known to a loca l authority as pa rt of a fo rma l p ub l ic consu ltat ion
process in not lobbying . Commun ication, howeve r, with a Des ignated Pub lic Officia l
outs ide the formal public consultat io n process about a development plan or local area
plan or a proposa l to zone or re-zone particu lar lands may be lobbying .
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